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U.S., Iran trade

infrastructure attacks

Authorltles in Kuwalt said one of its power generatlon and water desallnatlon stations had been h|t in an Iranlan attack
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Escalation in fighting pushes oil prices higher

Jana Choukeir and Eman Abouhassira
REUTERS

DUBAI - The United States struck
bridges and an airport in Iran on July 17
and Tehran responded by hitting a power
and desalination plant in Kuwait, as the
warring foes risked further escalation by
expanding their targets to include infra-
structure.

In the contested Strait of Hormuz,
where the renewed conflict has again cut
off global energy supplies from the Middle
East, U.S. Marines boarded a tanker, and
another ship was reported to have been hit
by a projectile. Another vessel was
boarded by armed men off Yemen, though
one maritime security source said the in-
cident appeared to be an act of Somali pi-
racy rather than linked to the war with
Iran.

Washington and Tehran have been

testing the limits of escalation since their
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President Donald Trump in a July 16
prime-time address alleged China
interfered with the electoral process
in 2020.

SAUL LOEB/POOL/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Trump
revisits
election
security
claims

President alleges China
role in 2020 elections

Phillip M. Bailey and Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

President Donald Trump in a July 16
prime-time address sought to further
sow distrust in U.S. elections, claiming
broad vulnerabilities with voting sys-
tems and potential for interference
from other nations.

Trump specifically pointed to China,
alleging it interfered with the electoral
process in 2020.

“Every American deserves to know
that when they cast their vote, that
vote will be counted accurately in a sys-
tem, and that is to make that system
secure — one where cheating and inter-
ference are not just difficult, but virtu-
ally impossible,” he said. “Unfortunate-
ly, the system we have today falls cata-
strophically short of that standard.”

The president said newly declassi-
fied documents will show China tried
to undermine the 2020 election in sev-
eral ways, including compromising
U.S. voter data. He also said Americans
have for years been “blatantly lied to”
by the government about the security
of election infrastructure, such as vot-
ing machines and ballot-counting sys-
tems.

ceasefire agreement collapsed, raising the prospect of a return to active war.
MAJID ASGARIPOUR/WEST ASIA NEWS AGENCY VIA REUTERS FILE
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