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Big Red, a baby red panda, at Potawatomi Zoo in South Bend. Big Red is getting his permanent name through a local

donation contest. PROVIDED BY POTAWATOMI ZOO

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

700 has three
potential names
for red panda cub

Jessica Velez
South Bend Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

Potawatomi Zoo has issued a call for
the community to help name a male red
panda cub before Sept. 18.

Given the nickname Big Red from
birth, the red panda cub was born June
13 alongside four siblings to the zoo’s
red pandas, Raya and EJ. Originally, the
goal was to let Raya raise the cubs, but
because she had a rare large litter size,
the cubs were born very small and sev-
eral failed to live longer than a couple
days. Big Red is the only survivor of the
litter.

After nearly three months of being
cared for by the zoo’s staff and receiving
24-hour care, Big Red is now ready for a
permanent name. To participate, indi-
viduals can donate at least $5 on the
z00’s website through the end of Sept.
17.

Participants will have three names to
choose from:

o Clifford (like the big red dog)

o Russet (like the potato)

e Pabu (a Tibetan word that means
“son” but also colloquially means “puff-
ball”)

The name that raises the most mon-
ey will become the cub’s new name, and
the winning name will be announced on
Sept. 19, also known as International
Red Panda Day, according to a press re-
lease from the zoo.

The proceeds from the contest will
be donated to Red Panda SAFE, a
framework for conservation through

the Association of Zoos and Aquari-
ums. SAFE programs, according to a
press release from the zoo, are a frame-
work for conservation initiatives and
include supporting partner organiza-
tions that strive to save animals and
their habitats in the wild.

Red pandas are considered endan-
gered by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red
List. It is estimated that there are fewer
than 10,000 wild red pandas, according
to the press release, and their popula-
tion is decreasing because of threats
that include habitat loss, habitat frag-
mentation and poaching.

All online donors will also be entered
into a drawing to win a red panda plush
and two passes to Potawatomi Zoo,
chosen at random.

Email South Bend Tribune business
reporter Jessica Velez at juelez@usato-
dayco.com.

Voorde

remembered
as dedicated,
a true friend

Rayleigh Deaton
South Bend Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

Sean Coleman said he first met
John Voorde as a 6-year-old in the
early1960s when he saw Voorde paint-
ing the crosswalk at the corner of Dia-
mond and Vassar ave-
nues as an employee of
the South Bend Street
Department.

And Coleman, a for-
mer St. Joseph County
treasurer and South
Bend Common Council
member, said he and
Voorde shared many more memories
over the years.

‘John was my friend,” Coleman
said. “We had a strong personal bond.
And part of it was historical, part of it
was from our interaction together as
city council members and then gener-
ally as public servants. But it did go be-
yond just those confines. I truly en-
joyed John’s company.”

Voorde, 81, died Wednesday, Sept.
2, following complications from post-
polio syndrome, according to The Tri-
bune’s reporting partner WNDU. A
mainstay in South Bend politics, he
held numerous positions within the
city over his career, including city
clerk, Portage Township assessor and
at-large South Bend Common Council
member.

Voorde also was the son of Edward
“Babe” Voorde, who served as South
Bend mayor from 1956 to 1960.

Kaniewski Funeral Homes is han-
dling the funeral arrangements, with
service details and an obituary forth-
coming.

Longtime Tribune reporter Jack
Colwell said John Voorde always de-
scribed himself as a “maverick” when
it came to his politics.

“He would do things his own way,
sometimes taking stances that were
unpopular,” Colwell said. “But he

Voorde

See VOORDE, Page 3A

TASTE

100 years of spaghetti and meatballs at Sunny Italy Café

Jessica Velez
South Bend Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

Sunny Italy Café has always had a
special place in Josephine “Sis” Bamber
Elliott’s heart.

It’s where she absorbed her mother’s
recipes. It’s where she has fond memo-
ries of spending time with her siblings,
who gave her the memorable nickname
she still carries today in the small apart-
ment above the restaurant.

It’s her family’s legacy — one she
chose to nurture and uplift.

In 1997, Sis made a choice. Her father
had died a year before, and, Sis said, she
didn’t want her mother to have to con-
tinue running Sunny Italy without him.

“My choice was to continue their leg-
acy. ... It feels great to carry on the tradi-
tion, but it also carries a lot of pressure
with it,” Sis said. “A lot of pressure be-

Sunny Italy Café
e What: 100-year-old Italian restaurant
e Where: 601 N. Niles Ave. South Bend

e Hours: 4:30 to 9 p.m. Thursdays
through Saturdays; closed Sundays
through Wednesdays

e Prices: $4-$30

o For more information: Call
574-232-9620 or visit
sunnyitalycafe.com.

cause I just don’t want to mess up. ...
When you see people that work hard
and created something, you don’t want
to take it over and bring it down.”

Sis wears the pressure with pride,
and in her care, Sunny Italy reached a

See RESTAURANT, Page 2A

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking

news, area scores, things to do and subscriber

exclusives at southbendtribune.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print
newspaper. Enjoy every page by scanning this code on your
mobile device, or go to southbendtribune.com/enewspaper.

Volume 154 | No. 156
To subscribe:
800-220-7378

©2026 $2.49

6‘3

76067102007



