LIMITED TIME OFFER

We Make Your
Payments for

6 Months

Service Experts

Advantage Program

Valid on new Advantage Program lease agreements through 2/28/2026. Customer
owes $0 for the first 6 months; regular monthly lease payments begin therafter. Early
termination during promotional period will result in charges for elapsed months. See
your full Advantage Program Lease Agreement for complete terms and conditions,
including total lease cost and payment schedule. This offer ends 2/28/2026.

Need to upgrade or
replace a home system?

During February, any new HVAC, Indoor Air
Quality, Water Heater or Water Treatment system
leased through our Advantage Program, we will
make your payments for the first 6 months.

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS

© 2026 Service Experts, Service Experts Heating & Air Conditioning, and the Service Experts logo and design are registered trademarks of Service Experts LLC.
Offers not valid on prior purchases and may not be combined with any other offers. Call for details. *Advantage pricing applies to specific equipment only. Some
exclusions apply. See the terms and conditions within the Service Experts Advantage Program Lease Agreement for additional information on pricing and program

details. Lease with approved credit. License #: 7116944; 205; PC19500035 M
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HEATING, AC & PLUMBING

A Service Experts Company

Schedule The Experts Today!

574-381-5309
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Nolan Garner, center, a freshman at Purdue Polytechnic

High School, stands with his classmates in front of South Bend

City Hall during a walkout protesting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement on Feb. 9 in South Bend.
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Small group of Purdue Polytechnic
students protests against ICE

Jessica Velez

South Bend Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

SOUTH BEND — Drivers traveling through
downtown around noon Feb. 9 might’ve noticed a
small group of about 25 students huddled in front of

South Bend Purdue Polytechnic High School stu-

dents walked out of class to Martin Luther King Jr.

Boulevard on Monday morning to protest U.S. Im-

the South Bend City Hall chanting, “No justice, no

peace, no ICE in our streets.”

migration and Customs Enforcement, which Junior
Alex Lindsley said is “terrorizing communities.”
“It’s American citizens, [and] it’s immigrants.

See PROTEST, Page 4A

Candidates
rush before
deadline

List of contested races
on primary ballot

Juliane Balog
South Bend Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

It was a busy morning at the St. Jo-
seph County Elections and Voter Reg-
istration Office as last-minute election
candidates shuffled in to file their dec-
larations of candidacy Friday, Feb. 6, to
be on the ballot for the May 5 primary
election. The General Election will be
held Nov. 3.

The deadline to file a declaration of
candidacy closed at noon Friday, Feb.
6.

With the filing deadline passed, it
appears there are at least 17 contested
positions as of Feb. 9.

Here are the contested primary
races where two or more people have
filed for the same party:

St. Joseph County Sheriff:

e Democrat Scott Ruszkowski
e Democrat Earl B. Wigfall

See PRIMARY, Page 3A
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Candidates stand Feb. 6 at the St.
Joseph County Elections office to file
last-minute declarations of
candidacy in preparation for primary
elections May, 5.
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SOUTH BEND SCHOOLS

Audit didn’t address grade changing allegations

Rayleigh Deaton
South Bend Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

SOUTH BEND — The South Bend
schools audit from the Indiana State
Board of Accounts did not include an
investigation of grade-changing alle-
gations, school board leadership says.

During a school board meeting on
Monday, Feb. 9, board attorney Pete

Agostino told attendees that district
leaders met with the state board last
Thursday, and the audit report will be
made public in the near future. But
until then, or until the attorney gener-
al’s office takes any action, if it de-
cides to, they are prohibited from dis-
closing any details of findings, he
said.

Because the audit goes through
June 2023, it’s likely to include infor-
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group, open to the community, connects you with friends and professionals to help you navigate
through this disease, not only for your loved one but also for yourself, as a caregiver. Light

mation from former Superintendent
Todd Cummings’ tenure, well before
the board replaced him in February
2025. The outside investigators the
board hired in early 2025 have al-
ready reported widespread instances
of alleged grade manipulation during
Cummings’ superintendency, but in a
text to The Tribune, board Vice Presi-
dent Carlos Leyva said that the “grade
changing investigation was not part

refreshments will be provided. Space is limited. Please RSVP by calling

574-247-1866 or scan the QR code.

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking

news, area scores, things to do and subscriber

exclusives at southbendtribune.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print
newspaper. Enjoy every page by scanning this code on your
mobile device, or go to southbendtribune.com/enewspaper.

of the state board of accounts [sic]
investigation.”

“As a district we have moved on
and there’s no longer active grade
changing investigation,” Leyva said in
the text. “Systems have been put in
place to prevent grade changing mis-
conduct.”

Email South Bend Tribune educa-
tion reporter Rayleigh Deaton at rdea-
ton@usatodayco.com.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
Fourth Tuesday of Each Month ¢ 1pm - 2pm

No one should have to face Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia alone. Our in-house support
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