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RexRichardswill be thefirst to tell you
what a lucky guy he is to have served as
president of the Valparaiso Chamber of
Commerce for thepast20years.

“Everything the chamber has, that I
need to do, was a passion
forme,”hesaid. It’s “really
very satisfying to know
you’re helping a commu-
nity grow and providing
jobs thatpeoplecanhave.”

Thecommunitywill fete
him later thismonth ashe
prepares to step down to
pursue his next chapter,
settinguphisownmarketingandsalesbusi-
ness and selling real estate. “I think there
area lotof thingsIcandotocontinuehelp-
ingNorthwest Indianagrow,”he said.

Richards has made his entire career
heading chambers of commerce, over the
course of 54 years, since graduating from
IndianaUniversity.While takingclasses in
Bloomington, he gravitated towardpoliti-
calscience,publicspeakingandeconomics
classes. It was during an internship for a
congressman inWashington,D.C., that he
became aware he could combine all three
byworkingat achamber.

Hetookhisfirst jobleadingthechamber
in Jasper, Indiana, right out of school and
has served six others in three states since
then. After Jasper, he served chambers in
Logansport andMichigan City, where he
helpedbringtheJohnAndersonCompany
and1,000jobstothecityfortheproduction
ofwindshieldwipers.

“Thatwasaverysatisfyingachievement,”
Richardssaid.Thatcompanystayed inthe
city for 12years.

RichardsthentookthetopjobinKansas
City, where hewas instrumental in bring-
ing a GM assembly plant, 3,000 jobs and

Valparaiso
chamber
leader sets
retirement
‘A passion for me’: Rex Richards
leaving after more than 20 years

By Maya Wilkins
POST-TRIBUNE

Former Gary Councilwoman Mary
Brown’s husband will fill her seat after
a Thursday night caucus, while a local
nonprofit founderwill taketheAt-Largeseat
inJanuary.

TheLakeCountyDemocraticPartyhosted
acaucusfortheGaryCommonCouncil’sopen
third district and at-large seats Thursday
night at the Calumet TownshipMultipur-
poseCenter, 1900W.41stAve.OliverGilliam,
Brown’s husband, won in the third district,
andJeremiahKing,founderofBuildingLead-
ersAdvancingCommunityKnowledge,won
theat-large seat.

Sixprecinctcommitteemembersvotedfor
thethirddistrictseat,andGilliamneededfour
towin.Hereceivedall sixvotes.

HefacedNormanHairstonandKerryRice
for theseat.Hairstonwasoriginallyacandi-
date for the at-large seat, but Lake County
DemocraticChairMikeRepaysaidhewith-
drewaheadof thecaucus.

“My interest is to complete the term,”
Gilliam said Thursday night. “There are
some things that I know had been started.
Prayerfully, I can pick those up because, for
quitea lotof thetime, (Brown)wantedtoget
somethingsdone,andshewasdisabledtothe
extent that shecouldnot.”

Gilliam said hewon’t seek re-election for
the thirddistrict seat.Theseatwas leftopen

afterBrowndied inearlyOctober.
Gilliam said his children are excited that

he’ll befilling thevacancy.
He told voters Thursday that he plans to

develop relationshipswith both the council
andhisconstituents.Gilliampreviously told
thePost-Tribunethathe’llcontinuethecity’s
missionofblighteliminationand increasing
development.

Gilliam wants to help build a business
corridoron 11th and 15thavenues,whichhe
saidwasoneofBrown’sgoals.

“I’d liketodothebestIcantoreinvigorate
that, if at allpossible,”hesaid. “Iwill tell you
a slogan that I gavehere awhole lot of years

Garycaucus fills council’s 3rddistrict, at-large seats
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Northwest Indianastage talents, commu-
nity leadersandjournalistshavedevotedthis
weektosharingstoriesandmemoriesfortheir
friendandcolleagueJeffSchultz,41,whodied
inacaraccidentonOct. 31.

One week later, on Saturday, funeral
serviceswill honorhis life.

“IcastJeffinhisfirstplayatChicagoStreet
Theatrebackin2011whenhewasmyGeorge
BaileywhenIdirectedtheradioplayversion
of ‘It’saWonderfulLife,’ ” saidDonaHenry,a
close friendofSchultz.

“Jeff did a great rendition of actor Jimmy
Stewart, and he loved the story of ‘It’s a
Wonderful Life’ and the theme of how an
angel can earnwings. It just sohappens that
ChicagoStreetTheatreisdoingthefullplayof
‘It’saWonderfulLife’nextmonthfortheholi-
days, and Jeffwas so excited to help spread
theword.”

Schultz, a trained writer and journalist
whose byline earlier in his career included
writing for the Post-Tribune and the Ches-
tertonTribune,providedhiscommunication

skillsandwritingcrafttoserveasthepublicity
andpublicrelationscontactforChicagoStreet
Theatre, including creating anddistributing
press releasesandsocialmediaoutreach.

“OnOct. 29, just two days before his acci-
dent onHalloween,myself and everyone at
Chicago Street Theatre received our final
email fromJeffremindingusall thatthisholi-
day productionwas his favorite and he had
some greatmarketing ideas for promotion,”
Henry said.

“Besideshisbowsonstageinstarringroles,
includingplayingthebrotherwhothinkshe’s
PresidentTeddyRoosevelt intherunof ‘Arse-
nicandOldLace’IdirectedJeffinlastmonth,
hewas also on the Chicago Street Board of
Directors withme serving as the recording
secretaryatourmeetings.”

Schultz,wholivedinValparaiso,diedfrom
injuries following the car accident around 8
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 31, at Ind. 49 andCounty
Road 250 South in Morgan Township.
Witnesses toldpolice thatavehicle traveling
westboundonCountyRoad250Southreport-
edlydisregardedastopsignandstruckSchul-
tz’s vehicle, which overturned and resulted
in Schultz being extricated. He was later

pronounceddeadatFranciscanHealthCrown
Point, according topolice.

The driver of the other car, also from
Valparaiso, and his passenger also needed
to be extricated, police said. The driverwas
airliftedtotheUniversityofChicagoMedical
Center, and his passenger was transported
to Franciscan. The driver, according to the
crashreport, sufferedincapacitating injuries.
Policearecontinuingtoinvestigate, including
whetherornot thedriverwhostruckSchul-
tz’s vehiclemight have been impaired from
alcohol consumption.

Schultz’s other public identity was serv-
ing inpublic officeandhis full-timeposition
as the court manager working with Porter
County Prosecutor Gary Germann and his
staffatthePorterCountyGovernmentCenter.

“Wearedevastatedandheartbrokeninthe
prosecutor’sofficebeyondwords,”Germann
said in a public Facebook post, describing it
as “a somberday inouroffice.”

“WeallknewJeffas thekindest, sweetest,
lovingman.Wehave set asidehis desk sono
onewill takehisplacebecausenoonecan.”

JEFF SCHULTZ 1985-2026

Actor, public servant, journalist died in car crash

Jeff Schultz will be honored with a
memorial and celebration of life at
Valparaiso First United Methodist Church
at 11 a.m. Saturday. VALPARAISO FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Veterans Day got an early kick-
off Fridaymorning at Foundation
MeadowsPark inValparaiso.

“What a beautiful and reflective
placethis is,”MayorJonCostassaid,
as he stood in front of theDuty and
Service Monument honoring the
war dead andfirst responderswho
havedied in the lineofduty.

Two wreaths in their memory
stoodwaitingtobeplacedaspartof
the service. It took three readers to
gothroughtheirnames, fromWorld
WarI to thepresentday.

“VeteransDayisanextraordinary

‘An extraordinary day to pause’
Porter County deputy prosecutor Chris Hammer pauses for the retirement of the colors after playing taps during the
Veterans Day ceremony Friday at the Service Memorial at Foundation Meadows in Valparaiso. ANDY LAVALLEY/PHOTOS
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Valparaiso honors Veterans Day with early kickoff

See SCHULTZ on Page A3

Richards

See RICHARDS on Page A3

Lake County Democratic Party caucus
winner Jeremiah King speaks after learning
he won Thursday. MAYA WILKINS/POST-
TRIBUNESee CAUCUS on Page A3

Josh Koch, left, and Robert Shankland
at the Veterans Day ceremony at
Foundation Meadows.Koch was an Army
gunner from 2001-07. Shankland was an
Army dentist from 1967-73.

Tracy Millard leads the honor guard
bearing the colors at the start of
the Veterans Day ceremony.Millard
is a captain in the Valparaiso Fire
Department.See VETERANS on Page A3
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