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ThePortageCityCouncilcreated
a new zoning category for data
centers, restrictingwhere theycan
bebuilt.

“Thiswillmakeit, inmyopinion,
muchmoredifficult tobuild adata
center,”MayorAustinBonta said.

Until Tuesday’s vote, a data
center was considered a ware-
house for zoning purposes. With
the new technology campus cate-
gory, anyone proposing to build a
datacenterwouldhavetobringthe
requesttothecouncil foradecision.
Thecouncilcouldvoteyes,nooryes
butwithconditions,Bonta said.

Councilwoman Penny Ambler,
R-4th, convinced the council to
amend the ordinance to effec-
tively limit a data center to 65 feet
high, insteadof75 feetasoriginally
proposedtoallowtwo-storybuild-
ings, and to reduce themaximum
noise levelat theproperty linefrom
65 decibels to 55 decibels, so less
than the 66 decibels for industrial
operationsandroughly the levelof
a conversation.

Bonta said a semiconductor
factory or pharmaceutical opera-
tion would also be allowed in the
technologycampuszone.

The ordinance allows data
centers, but it creates a series of
hoops fordevelopers togothrough
before one can be built. First, no
land is currently zoned for a tech-
nology campus, so rezoning for
that category would require Plan
CommissionreviewandCityCoun-
cilapproval.Second,anyhyperscale
data center, as definedby the ordi-
nance,wouldhavetobeinaplanned
development, meaning a special
zoning category just for that prop-
erty. That gives the council even
more power in setting conditions
for that zone.

Amoratoriumondatacentersor
makingit impossible tobuildonein
Portagewouldopenupthecity toa
lawsuit it likely would lose, Bonta
said.

It’s likePrinceCharminghavinga
glassslipperthat’sreallytoosmallto
fit anyone, saidCouncilmanFerdi-
nandAlvarez,D-At-large.

Withthisordinance, thecityhas

Portage
boardOKs
tighter
zoning for
data centers
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As construction on Hobart’s
Amazon data center continues,
theHobart Board of PublicWorks
unanimously approved a traffic
requestnear the site.

All three boardmembers were
present atWednesday’s afternoon
meeting.

According to city documents,
the board approved a right-of-way
permit for 61st Avenue restrip-
ing and temporary signals for data

center construction traffic.
“This is a mitigation plan to

basically help the traffic all along
61st Avenue as they start to move
forward and more workers are
going to site,” City Engineer Alex
Metz said.

AmazonWebServicescompleted
several studies, doing calculations
based on how many employees
and truckswould run through the
site. The city sent Amazon’s study
to BF&SCivil Engineers, an Indi-
anapolis-based firm,who verified
the study’sfindings.

According to city documents,
BF&S Traffic Department Head
TroyWilliard said in a letter that
the firm will continue to provide
Hobartwith a “professional traffic
engineering representative”while
they “discuss potential roadway
impacts and additionalmitigation
measures” through construction
phases.

BF&S also consulted Indiana
Department of Transportation
engineers and advised Amazon to
include the state agency in future
discussions.

“We believe that this ongoing
collaborativeeffort,andwillingness
toadjust trafficmitigationeffortsas
needed, will continue through the
next phases of site planning and
constructiontoensurethat theCity
of Hobart’s concerns aremet and
addressed in the best ways possi-
ble,” the letter said.

An intersection on Arizona
Street and 61st Avenue,Metz said,
had an “intersection rating of D,
which is fairly low.” Improvement
plans includeadjustingthestriping
on-site tomakearight turn lanefor
trucksandanyoneenteringthesite.

On that same road, the middle

lane will be for eastbound travel
and thenorthsidewill be forwest-
bounddrivers.Twotemporarytraf-
ficsignalswill alsobeateachof the
constructionentrances,Metz said.

Trafficchanges are only tempo-
rary,headded.

“We don’t want this to be the
full-time plan,” Metz said. “We
don’t want everybody to drive in
thecenter lane.”

HobartMayorJoshHuddlestun
toldMetzWednesdaythat theplan
is a step in the right direction. He
also said that the city andAmazon

Hobart board ofworksOKs trafficplan
Officials plan adjustments to accommodate Amazon data center
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Ridership continues to grow
for Gary Public Transportation
Corp., Director of Planning and
Marketing DavidWright told the
Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission Transpor-
tationCommitteeonTuesday.

The 2.3% increase brought the
totalnumberofriders tomorethan
476,000,he said.

“We’re continuing to see an
increase in ridership aswe get out
of thepandemic,”Wright said.

GPTC is in expansion mode,
having added three new routes
last year—WestCentral viaGrant,
Crosstown Connector and Lake-
shoreNorth.

The Cycle 219 program contin-
uestogrow,withbikesharestations
nowservingCalumetCollegeofSt.
Joseph and commitments made
to put bikes at the South Shore
Line’s Hammond Gateway and
Miller stations. Dune Park is also
in GPTC’s sights for the bikeshare
program, with plans to put bikes
there ifagrant isapproved,consul-
tantGretchenSippsaid.

Someof theusesof thebikesare
eye-opening. “You would never
knowwhat people use bikes for,”
she said. The bikes have tracking
devices tohelp ensure their recov-
ery.

“Bikes are really important at 1
a.m. togo toTacoBell,” Sippsaid.

“We have seen tourism go up
quiteabit,” includingusingthebike-
share program to explore Indiana
DunesNational Park, Sipp said. A
member of Finland’s Ministry
of Justice wanted to use bikes to
explore the trail andwent toWest
Beach,Wright said.

“Such an incredible story about
tourism in Northwest Indiana,”
Sippsaid.

GPTC found that half of its bus
passengers don’t own a personal
vehicle. The flip side of that is that
halfoftheriderspreferpublictrans-
portation.

Sipp said GPTC’s fares are
well below the $2.50 CTA fares
in Chicago, at $1.60 for the base
rate with lower rates for seniors,
people on Medicare and people
withdisabilities.

GPTC in expansionmode for buses, bikes

A pair of the Gary Public
Transportation Corporation’s new
all-electric buses are seen during
a celebration of the organizations
acquisition of the vehicles on Aug.
9, 2023. KYLE TELECHAN FOR THE
POST-TRIBUNE

By Alexandra Kukulka
POST-TRIBUNE

The 174th annual Lake
County Fair kicks off Friday
with new vendors, concerts,
a fewbooth location changes,
and a moving performance
during thefirstweekend,offi-
cials said.

The fair will have a lot of
new food booths, including a
chocolatecoveredstrawberry
booth, and a few new vendor
booths, said DawnCasey, the
fairboardsecretary.

The fairground’s conserva-
tionbuildinghasbeenrepaired
and updated in the last year,
Casey said, and fair officials
are excited to debut the new
buildingat this year’s fair.

The family arts and crafts
building will be closed this
year amid a restoration proj-
ect, Casey said, but the family
artsandcraftsdepartmentwill
beopenintheindustrialbuild-
ing.Theflowershowwill also

beheld inthe industrialbuild-
ing, she said.

“That’s a huge change for
us this year. As far as I can
recall, family arts has always
been in the same building. It
was a huge project tomove it
all to a separate building this
year,” Casey said. “The inside
vendors that were previously
inthatbuildingarenowmoved
into thepreviousflowershow
building and the previous

rabbit showbuilding.”
Lake County Fair Board

president DaveMonix said in
a statement that officials are
excited to welcome back the
fine arts department after its
absence last year.

“We welcome everyone
to the fair and look forward
to another successful year,”
Monix said. “We can’t wait to
see the incredible talent and
creativityondisplayandhope

you’ll join us in celebrating
another fantastic fair.”

The industrial building
will have 12 vendors inside,
includingDan’s BirdHouses,
Bonesteel’s Flag Pole, B’s
Marketplace and Emma’s
Beauty Boutique. The old
art building will have Dune-
land Labradoodles and the
Conservation Building will
have Games2u NWI, which
includes inflatable courses, a
rock climbing wall and mini
golf, according to the fair
website.

New this year, for the first
weekendof the fair, a strolling
piano — a performer riding
aroundamovingpianoplaying
and singing—will bemoving
throughoutthefair,Caseysaid.

“We’reveryexcited tohave
him,”Casey said.

Returning this year will
be the animal tents and 4-H
animalshows,Caseysaid.The
4-Hhorseandponyshowwill
beheldAug.10andAug.11, she
said.

“We’re a very agricul-
tural focused fair. We pride

Lake County Fair opening
Cousins Ozzy Wallace, 8, of St. John, on left, and Adam Owensby, 6, of Gary, ride the swings on the first day of the Lake County
Fair in Crown Point on Aug. 1, 2025. KYLE TELECHAN/FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE

New vendors,
entertainers join
typical attractions
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Ela Ripperdan, 11, of Hebron, stands nearby as her bunny,
Romeo, is judged in the 4-h show rabbit competition at the
Lake County Fair in Crown Point on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024.
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