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By Alexandra Kukulka
POST-TRIBUNE

The vast majority of Indiana
HouseseatshaveDemocraticcandi-
dates,whichlocalDemocraticParty
leaderscelebratedandlocalRepub-
lican Party leaders said wouldn’t
changethestate’spoliticalmakeup.

Indiana Democrats have 97
candidates slated out of the state’s
100House districts, following the
party filling several ballot vacan-
cies, which is the highest number
of seats contested by Democrats
this century, according to a news
release from the Indiana House

DemocraticCaucus.
The IndianaHouse Democrats

are working toward flipping four
seatstobreaktheRepublicansuper-
majority. InNovember, more than
6.5millionHoosiers will have the
option to vote for a Democrat in
their House district, according to
the release.

“Our recruitment of 97 talented
Democratic candidates across
Indiana is a clear sign of Demo-
crats’momentumheading into the
generalelection.Thecostofevery-
thingisskyhigh.Hoosiersareready
forabreakfromthefailedpoliciesof
theRepublicansupermajority,”said
IndianaHouseDemocraticLeader
Phil GiaQuinta, D-FortWayne, in
the statement.

The IndianaHouseDemocratic

Caucus’ recruitmentof candidates
follows the recent Democratic
Legislative Campaign Commit-
tee announcement of 11 target
races— includingHouseDistrict 9
currentlyheldbyRep.RandyNovak
andHouseDistrict 10held byRep.
ChuckMoseley. The Democratic
Legislative Campaign Committee
is investing in Indiana for the first
time inover adecade, according to
the release.

“IndianaDemocrats are excited
to provide voters with a choice at
theballotbox,andwestandreadyto
fightbackagainst extremepolicies
thatdon’t serveourcommunities,”
GiaQuinta said.

Indiana University Associate
ProfessorofPoliticalScienceAaron
Dusso said in the 2024 election,

25 House Republicans ran unop-
posed, so the Democratic party
has substantially closed thegapon
unopposedraces.

Looking at the 2026 election,
Dusso said Democrats have an
advantage because it’s an off-year
election,theRepublicanPartyholds
the presidency, President Donald
Trumphaslowapprovalratingsand
theeconomy is “mixedatbest.”

“This should be an advantage
Democratelectionacrosstheentire
country and Indiana in general,”
Dusso said. “If you’re going to run
asaDemocrat, this isyouryear.You
shouldrun.If theDemocraticParty
in Indiana is going to be able to fill
the slate, this once-in-a-century
slate, thiswouldbe theyear.”

Thefirst step isfilling theballot,

and the Democratic Party has
accomplishedthat,Dussosaid.The
next question is the quality of the
candidates,whichwillcometolight
amid campaigning, and theparty’s
ability tobreakthroughtheRepub-
licansupermajority, he said.

“This isprobablythebestchance
(Democrats) have had in a while,
butIwouldprobablystillbetagainst
them,”Dusso said.

What’smore likely to happen is
that theHouse shifts from feeling
like an 80% Republican and 20%
Democrat split to a 60% Repub-
lican and 40% Democratic split,
Dusso said, whichwould still give
theDemocraticvoice in theHouse
morepower.

Caucus finds candidates formost seats
Democrats hoping
to flip control of House
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Repairs are underway to the
South Shore Line’s infrastructure
damagedbyaJune24 freight train
derailment near the East Chicago
station.

Northern Indiana Commuter
TransportationDistrict President
and CEODavidDech sent a letter
to riders Tuesday to update them
ontheSouthShoreLine’s response
to thederailment.

South Shore Freight, a tenant
railroad using the South Shore
Line’s tracks,waswestboundwith
a120-carempty freight trainwhen
13carsderailedontheGrandCalu-
met River Bridge, causing signifi-
cant damage to several structures
thatsupporttheoverheadlinesthat
powertheelectricpassengertrains.

“Because of the bridge’s loca-
tion and the specialized nature of
these structures, repairs are espe-
ciallycomplex,”Dechwrote. “Each
replacement component must be
customfabricatedtofitthisspecific
area.”

Materials began arriving on site
Monday.

“Crewshavecompletedremoval
of the remaining damaged struc-
tures and are preparing the bridge
for installation of the new compo-
nents. Fabrication of the replace-
mentstructures is takingplaceboth
onsite andoffsite,”Dechwrote.

“At this time, we do not have a
confirmed date for the restoration
of full service.Basedonthecurrent
repair timeline,weanticipateoper-
ating under theweekend/holiday
scheduleandbusbridgeforapprox-
imately two more weeks,” Dech
wrote. “Please plan ahead, allow
extra travel time, and expect the
possibilityof significantdelays.”

For now, the railroad is using
buses between the East Chicago
andHammondGatewaystations.

It’salsousingamodifiedversion
of theweekend/holiday schedule,
with theadditionofearly trains for
the morning and afternoon rush
betweenMunster/DyerandMillen-

South Shore
Line’s limits
to last two
moreweeks
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Gary is revamping its year-old
curbsiderecyclingprogram,cutting
backtoabiweeklypickupschedule
andplacinganemphasisonreduc-
ing contamination of items placed
in thebins.

“Recycling only works if it’s
clean,” Public Works Executive
Director Rachelle Ceaser told the
city council on Tuesday. “We’re
challenged by the integrity of the
recycling.At least 80%of the loads
wepickuphave tobeclean.”

The new schedule began July 1.
Residents receivedamailingof the
newcollectiondates, she said.

Thechangescameafterareview
of operations and meetings with
local leaders,neighboringcommu-
nities andcommunitygroups.

Ceaser said the approved recy-
clable items include paper, card-
board, plastic,metals and glass. If
a bin contains unapproved items,
a rejection ticket will be issued
explaining the contamination.
After three uncollectible occur-
rences, the recycling bin will be
removed

“Ican’toverstatehowimportant
complianceis.We’reaskingfolksto
register for theprogram, sowecan
get somegooddata on thenumber
of householdswho are participat-
ing,” she said.

All existing recyclingcustomers
must pledge to continue partici-
pating under the new guidelines.
Residents are asked to notify the
RecyclingDepartmentat219-882-
8445byJuly31.Residents canalso
sign thepledgeonline at gary.gov/
recycling on the city’swebsite.

“Recycling just oneof the initia-
tives to build out waste diversion
and keep stuff out of the landfill.
We’re proud of our plastic reduc-
tion,” she said.

ChiefOperatingOfficerMichael
Suggssaidanewdirectiverequiring
residents toplacetheir trashbins in
frontof thehouse, insteadof in the
alley, was triggered by complaints
fromutilitycompanies.About35%

ofresidentsusetheiralleysfortrash
pickup.

He said the city’s alleys have
been neglected and overgrown
withweedsmaking them impass-
able.Hesaid theNorthernIndiana
Public ServiceCo. and the Indiana
AmericanWater Co. complained
they couldn’t access some of the
alleys todomaintenance.

Thecityaskedresidents toplace
their trash bins in front of their
homes so the city can clean the
alleys.

Suggs said residents who have
difficultymoving their bins to the
frontof theirhomesshouldcall 311
or219-881-1311.

Also, the council unanimously

approved a conditional use vari-
ance allowing Silvestray Social, a
LaPorte-based nonprofit, to open
aveterinaryclinic at 563LakeSt.

The clinic is restricted from
offeringkennel services.

Thecouncilapprovedavariance
allowingtheLoveTravelStop,3150
Richard G.Hatcher Boulevard, to
install a compressed natural gas
pump.

A representative said the gas
is acquired from NIPSCO and
compressed and stored. He said
thefuelsource ispopularwithfleet
vehicles andover-the-road trucks.

Carole Carlson is a freelance
reporter for the Post-Tribune.

Gary tweaking recycling program to reduce waste
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Indiana Gov. Mike Braun
discussedhisChicagoBearsplay-
bookWednesday, saying the bid
for aHammond stadium is in the
redzone.

“Until you ink it, it’s not done,
but it’smoveda longdistance ina
short timebecause it hadmoved
hardly at all in 5.5 years,” he said
at the InnovateNorthwest Indi-
ana event at Valparaiso Univer-
sity.

“TheBears is a functionofdue
diligencetogetwhereweneedto
be toclose it,”he said.

Like his predecessors, Braun
didn’t hesitate to compare and
contrast IndianaandIllinois.

“The Bears is a classic story,
kind of a tale of two different
states,”he said.

FromthetimeBraunfirstspoke
with Bears CEO Kevin Warren
to the enabling legislation for
the Hamond stadium, Indiana
moved at the speed of business,
notgovernment,he said.

TheBearsannouncement that
Hammond is the preferred site
for the new stadium came after
the Illinois Legislature ended its
session May 31 without putting
together a deal better than the
oneIndianaoffered,Braunsaid.

“They started that journey six
yearsago,got5.5years into it, and
therewasno response” fromIlli-
nois, he said.

Hammond Mayor Thomas
McDermott Jr. said the Bears’
interest in Hammond is just
another instance of an Illinois

Braun: Hammond stadium
for Bears is in the red zone
As deal nears
completion, leaders
discuss future for city
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Kellie Taillon joins the crowd in applause during the Fireside Chat
portion of the Innovate Northwest Indiana program featuring Indiana
Governor Mike Braun held at Valparaiso University in Valparaiso,
Indiana, Wednesday. Taillon is president and CEO of the Lakeshore
Chamber of Commerce.See BEARS on Page A3

Governor Mike Braun speaks with Mitch Frazier, president of IBJ Media, during the Fireside Chat portion of the Innovate Northwest Indiana
program held at Valparaiso University in Valparaiso, Indiana, Wednesday. This year was the fourth for the program that also featured a panel
discussion of local politicians and business leaders. ANDY LAVALLEY/PHOTOS FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE
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