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By Shelley Jones
FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE

The logo of the Porter County
Recycling & Waste Reduction
District shows the iconic recy-
cling triangle sitting in the palm
ofanupturnedhand.

The county’s EarthDay event,
putonbythedistrictat thePorter
County Expo Center Saturday,
combined the efforts of many
hands to steward the patch of
earth that isPorterCounty.

The annual event offered 60
booths with many focused on
reusing items andhelping others
along theway. At the Fix-It Fair,
people were bringing in elec-
tronic devices, clocks, clothing
and jewelry for free repairs.

Volunteer Liz Engel often

donates her time at the textiles
and sewing booth that’s part of
the fix-it fairs held regularly by
thePorterCountyPublicLibrary
System, and said someone
suggesteddoingoneforEarthDay.
“Everybody’s like, ‘Sure,’”shesaid.

SheandherboothpartnerKelly
Jurkowski had already put some
patches on a jacket, made zipper
pull tabsforabag,andfixedahole
inapairof jeansbymid-morning.
Acrosstheaisle,JeffHofferthwas
troubleshooting what might be
wrongwith Chesterton resident
BeverlyAshton’sall-in-onedesk-
top.

“It won’t boot up,” she said. “I
turned it on one day and it went
to theDOSscreen.”

PORTER COUNTY

Earth Day celebration focuses
onmending, reducing waste

Kelly Jurkowski, of Wheatfield, right, and Liz Engel, of Valparaiso, mend used items during an Earth Day celebration at the Porter County Expo
Center on Saturday. MICHAEL GARD/FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Valparaiso University math professor Patrick Sullivan looks over an old
map, part of the Henry F. Moellering Collection, during the Moellering
Academic Panel on Spatial Sciences, hosted Friday by VU’s Department
of Geography, Meteorology and Environmental Science and the
Christopher Center Library. DOUG ROSS/FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE

By Doug Ross
FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE

Privacyandethicswhilematch-
ing data with locations were hot
topicsduringFriday’spaneldiscus-
siononGIS technologyanduses.

The discussion was part of
the Moellering Academic Panel
on Spatial Sciences event hosted
Friday by Vaparaiso University’s
DepartmentofGeography,Meteo-
rologyandEnvironmentalScience
andtheChristopherCenterLibrary.

“I think the biggest ethical risk
withGIStoday iswhatIwouldcall
repurposing,”GISpioneerMichael
Goodchild, professor emeritus at
theUniversity of California-Santa
Barbara, said. “It’seasy for theuser
to repurpose, touseGIS toanalyze
data for which it’s not really suit-
able.”

GIS, or geographic information
system, links data to specific loca-
tionstohelpusersvisualizepatterns

andmake informed decisions. But
whether those decisions are ethi-
cal is leftuptotheusers,Goodchild
said.

Nefariouspurposes like surveil-
lancecanbedonebyfollowingloca-
tion services on a user’s phone, for
example.

“Weneedtomakeacase that it’s
also on the software developer to
make sure the software is used for
anethicalpurpose,”Goodchildsaid.

Indiana Geographic Informa-
tion Officer Marianne Cardwell
saidheragency’sGISdatacanshow
howmanybedroomsare inhomes,
verify addresses and other useful
purposes.

Some people can ask that their
datanotbeincluded.Policeofficers,
judgesandvictimsofcertaincrimes
canask, forexample.But shielding
thatdatacanbeconspicuous, too.

“I don’t think there’s any such
thingasprivacyanymore,”Cardwell
said. “Probably there’s a pinpoint

application on your phone right
nowthat is sellingyourdata.”

“The data you’re creating, think
abouthowit canbeused inanega-
tiveway,” she said.

Where you’re buying, what
you’re buying, whether you’re
using a rewards card all combine
withopendataonanIndianamap,
said Stephen Aldrich, Indiana’s
deputygeographicinformationoffi-
cer.Whenacashierasksyouabout
signingupforaloyaltyprogram,you
likely don’t think about the terms
andconditionsof it, he said.

“It’s yourdata. It’s yourpublicly
produced information,” Aldrich
said. “I thinkwe need to be aware
that we are always accidentally
creating data about our behavior
and that our data may not be the
wayyouwant it tobe.”

“We create a lotmore data than
you think,” and bad actors can

GIS experts discuss privacy, ethics while mapping data

By Meredith Colias-Pete
POST-TRIBUNE

ALake Station teen’s deathwas
ruled an accidentMonday after he
drownedinariverfollowingacrash
lastmonth.

Rodrigo “Rico”Montes, 18, died
from asphyxia, or being unable
to breathe. The drowning was
“complicated with hypothermia”
with evidence of “blunt force
trauma” to his head from a crash,
the Lake County Coroner’s office
said ina statement.

Police said after the March 22
crashthat thedriver,believedtobe
17, was taken into custody. Hewas
placed in juveniledetention.

ThePost-Tribune is not naming
himbecauseheisaminor.

Familymemberspreviously said
Rodrigo received a ridehome from
anacquaintanceafteragathering.

TheincidentunfoldedwhenLake
Stationpolice foundablackpickup
truck about 4:20 a.m. submerged
in the river near 27th Avenue and
WyomingStreet.Noonewasinside.

SaulMontes, his brother, saidhe
learnedRodrigo’s friend,whowas
bringing him home, left the scene
andwenthomeafter thecrash.

He said the friend had a broken
noseandbruisesbutdeclinedtotalk
tothefamily.

A Lake County Prosecutor’s
Spokeswomandeclined comment
Monday, saying it was an ongoing
investigation.

In the past, they have charged
others for leaving the scene of fatal
crashes.

Carole Carlson contributed.

mcolias@post-trib.com

LAKE STATION

Accident
ruled in
teen’s
drowning
Coroner’s office release
a statement about crash
in river last month

By Vivian Richey
POST-TRIBUNE

An Indiana lawbanning the use
ofuniversity-issuedIDsforvotingis
back in effect after aMondayorder
fromtheU.S.CourtofAppealsforthe
SeventhCircuit, as early voting for
thestate’sMay5primarycontinues.

Senate Enrolled Act 10, now
known as Public Law 70, removes

student IDs fromthe listof accept-
able voter identification. The
measure, passed by the Indiana
General Assembly in 2025 and
signedbyGov.MikeBraun,reverses
apreviouspolicy thatallowedtheir
use if they met certain require-
ments.

ACLU of Indiana Advocacy
Manager Danielle Drake said
the decision adds “confusion for
young voters at a timewhen Indi-
ana should be doing everything it
cantoencourageparticipationand
strengthen confidence in our elec-
tions.”

Drake said that the confusion

dates back to the passage of SEA
10 in 2025,when the state ended a
two-decade policy allowing eligi-
blestudentstovoteusingqualifying
university IDs.

“Now, in the middle of early
voting,studentvotersareonceagain
beingaskedtokeepupwithchang-
ingrules just toknowwhatIDthey
canusetocastaballot.Thatkindof
uncertaintydiscouragesparticipa-
tionandmakestheprocess feel less
fairandaccessible,”Drakesaid. “In
a state that already struggles with
turnout, this is exactly the wrong
approach.”

State officials say the change is

necessary toprotect election secu-
rity.

“Our voter ID law now fully
applies again,” a spokesperson for
Indiana Attorney General Todd
Rokita’s office said in a statement
posted toTwitter/X. “Only secure,
government-issued IDs like Indi-
ana driver’s licenses are accepted
at thepolls.”

The appeals court’s decision
reverses a federal judge’s earlier
ruling that had blocked the law. In
that decision, the court found the
policy likely placed anunconstitu-
tionalburdenonstudentvoters.

For nearly two decades, Indi-

ana’s voter ID law allowed public
college and university students to
voteusingschool-issuedidentifica-
tion, as long as it included a name,
photograph, expiration date and
was issued by the state or federal
government.

According to the Indiana Capi-
tal Chronicle, Indiana University
student JoshMontagne, oneof the
plaintiffs in the lawsuit challeng-
ingthe law,hasalreadycastaballot
usinghis student ID.

“All ballots voted in which the
voter presents with a student ID

Indiana student voter ID law reinstated
Appeals court upholds
ban complicating
early voting

See GIS on Page A3

Ellen Kapitan gives out free tree saplings during an Earth Day
celebration at the Porter County Expo Center on Saturday.

See VOTE on Page A2

See EARTH Day on Page A3
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