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By Doug Ross
FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE

Construct Club members
touredtheTollestonOpportunity
Campussiteunderconstructionin
Garytogetaglimpseofthefuture.

“There’s no better way to get
thekids tohaveasenseofowner-
ship,” Boys & Girls Clubs of
GreaterNorthwestIndianaPres-
ident andCEOMike Jessen said.
“Thiswillbetheirproject forever.
Theywill tell theirkidsandgrand-
kids.”

The $80 million project
includes the renovatedTolleston
Boys &Girls Club, a newCross-
roads YMCA, aMethodist Care
First facility andaWintrust bank
branch. Space is set aside for a

future coffee shop aswell. In all,
it’s about an 80,000-square-foot
complex, not counting outdoor
areaslikeatrackthat is infrequent
use by neighbors even during
construction.

The Boys & Girls Club being
renovated at Tolleston is a $40
million project. Jessen said it
would not have happenedwith-
out the other nonprofits coming
together. “It’s a great model for
nonprofits to get together anddo
thingscooperatively.”

Project engineer Saul Alvarez,
withPowers&SonsConstruction,
has been leading the Construct
Clubformiddleschoolkids toget
a glimpse of opportunities in the

Glimpse of the future
Boys & Girls Clubmembers tour
Tolleston Opportunity Campus site

Saul Alvarez, project engineer for Powers and Sons Construction, left, and student Sharaya, 12, point out locations at the job site of the
Tolleston Opportunity Campus in Gary Wednesday, April 8, 2026. JOHN SMIERCIAK/FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE
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For a third consecutive year, the
personholdingtheclerk-treasurer’s
job for the townofBurnsHarbor is
resigning in themonthofMay.

Nick Loving, the town’s current
clerk-treasurer, announced at
Wednesday’sTownCouncilmeet-
ing thathe intends forMay15 tobe
his lastday.

Loving,44, admitted thathehas
treated the clerk-treasurer job as a
part-timepositionashestillworks
a full-time job in private industry.
The clerk-treasurer’s job, which is
consideredfull-time,annuallypays
$73,210.80.

In February, Loving told the
Post-Tribune,andthenthecouncil,
that hewaswilling to forgo half of
hisfull-timesalarythisyearandthat
hewouldstopacceptingpaychecks
afterJune30.

However, Loving saidWednes-
day he found under the Indiana
Code that hewasn’t allowed to do
that.Hesaidheevenconsultedwith
State Sen. RodneyPol Jr., D-Ches-
terton,whotoldhimthelegislature
couldn’taddresstheissueuntilnext
year.

“Iamgoingtobeout forasignifi-
cantamountof timeinthesummer.
So it’s inappropriate tocontinueon
intherole,”Lovingtoldthecouncil.

Lovingsaidhestillneeds to turn
in his official resignation letter to
PorterCountyClerkJessicaBailey.

DemocraticPartyChairmanDon
CraftwillappointLoving’sreplace-
ment.Thelast time,Craftconsulted
with the council members before
making theappointment.

Loving, who was a council
member, had been appointed to
replace Nicole Migliorini, who
resigned on May 7, 2025, citing
a “toxic work environment.”

Nick Loving
is leaving
Burns
Harbor
Third clerk-treasurer
in as many years
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At itsTuesdaymeeting, theGary
CommonCouncil approved funds
transfers to infrastructureprojects
in the city, including updates to
streets andstreetlights.

The council unanimously
approved changes in a 9-0 vote
Tuesday. Councilwoman Mary
Brown, D-3rd, attended themeet-
ingvirtually.

WilliamAllen,Garycityengineer,
gaveanoverviewof thechanges.

“This ordinance established
funds for infrastructure-related
projects, including the resurfacing
of ourCommunityCrossing grant,
which is an opportunity to replace
concretesidewalks throughout the

city,” Allen said. “This ordinance
also includes improvements for
trafficsignals.”

Gary’s Community Cross-
ings fund will receive about $2
million, according to city docu-
ments. TheCommunityCrossings
Matching Grant Program is an
IndianaDepartment of Transpor-
tationprogramthat invests in local
roads and bridges, according to its
website,andthemoneywillbeused
tofixcity roads.

Thecityalsoallocatedwheel tax
funds,whichhadnotbeenusedfor
severalyears, formerCityControl-
lerCelitaGreen said at aWays and
Meanscommitteemeeting.Thecity
will usewheel tax funds to repair
sidewalks.

Wheel taxes are local fees that

canbeaddedtovehicleregistration
andareusedto fundinfrastructure
projects, according to the Indiana
DepartmentofMotorVehicles.

Intotal,Gary leadershipexpects
tohaveabout$5.3million inwheel
taxfunds,whichGreensaidtheydid
not allocate completely, in case of
emergencies.

Allentoldcouncilmembers that
updateswillbefocusedonhigh-use
roads included in a previous city
feasibility study.

ThecityofGaryalsoreceived$2
millionfromNIPSCOforstreetlight
replacement,whichthecityplansto
use for traffic light repair.

InMarch, Gary announced that
thecitywillundergoanLEDstreet-
lighting transition, according to
Post-Tribunearchives.Trafficsignal

work began in the first quarter of
2026 and will continue through
the spring, focusing onhigh traffic
intersections beforemoving to the
remainderof thecity.

At the end of 2024, the Gary
CommonCouncilapprovedtheuse
of$3.45millioninAmericanRescue
PlanAct funds to fundthe“Relight
theCity” initiative,managedbythe
Gary Public Works department,
accordingtoPost-Tribunearchives.

The initiative replaced about
2,000Gary streetlights with LED
fixtures,whichcityofficialssaidare
moreefficient,brighter thanprevi-
ousfixturesandshouldlast25years.
Streetlight replacement startedon
Jan.6, 2025.

Traffic signals on state roads
maintainedbytheIndianaDepart-

ment of Transportation will not
be updated through the project,
includingonBroadwayand4thand
5thavenues.

CouncilmanMylesTolliver,D-at
large, said during Tuesday’smeet-
ingthathe’d like for thecity tokeep
residents informed as they make
updates.

“Transparency is key,” Tolliver
said. “I think we should let our
constituentsknowhowtheprocess
of theroadsbeingpavedandwhat’s
happening (is important) so they
canaskthosequestions,andwecan
let themknowwhat’sgoingon, the
longevity andwhathappenswhen
(storms)happenandhowitdeteri-
oratesover time.”

mwilkins@chicagotribune.com

Gary Common Council OKs funds for infrastructure
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Local 150 of the International
Union of Operating Engineers
claims that members had an
anti-Project Maize banner, used
as“partofa lawfulprotest,”confis-
cated near Blue Chip Casino in
MichiganCity.

State officials say that the union
wasnot authorized toprotest near
thecasino.

“The Indiana State Police was
not involved in removing signs or
returning signs to the owners in
the incident in question,” said an
Indiana State Police statement.
“The Indiana State Police has not
granted permission to anyone to

place signs on state property. A
trooper did speakwith an individ-
ualatthelocationandexplainedthe
state statute regarding signage on
stateproperty.”

Indianacodeprohibitsunautho-
rized signs from being placed on
state-owned properties and right-
of-ways, including sidewalks and
medians.

Local 150 members set up a
sign that said, “Blue Chip Casino
supports out-of-state contractors
(and) workers at Project Maize”
near the casino on Wednesday.
David Fagan, the union’s financial
secretary, said Local 150 became
awarethat thecasinowasallowing
out-of-statecontractorsandwork-
ers tousetheirparking lotasastag-

ingarea.
“We lookedat that as aidingand

abetting the out-of-state workers
that are, in our opinion, under-
mining theworking conditions of
various construction trades across
Northwest Indiana,” Fagan said.
“We contacted Blue Chip to ask
them to support us, indicating to
them that the peoplewho come to
your casino are not thosewho are
usingtheparkinglot.It isthepeople
ofNorthwestIndiana,andmanyof
those are small businesses that are
being negatively impacted by the
out-of-stateworkers.”

The union asked Blue Chip to
stopusingthepropertyasastaging

Union claims casino took anti-data center signs

Local 150’s“rat car”and inflatable rat are seen outside 402 Royal Road
in Michigan City on Nov. 13. The fixtures are both symbols of the union
protest recognized by the National Labor Relations Board, according to
Local 150. MAYA WILKINS/POST-TRIBUNE

Andrea, 17, describes the construction on a video she is taking inside
the new gym at the Tolleston Opportunity Campus.
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