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Walking out of Catholicmass at
St. JohnXXIII parish in Evanston,
Illinois onThursdaymorning, Lois
Farley Shuford expressed alarmed
that the parish’s two priests, who
bothcametotheUnitedStateswith
amissiontoservethepoor,mightbe
forcedto leave thecountry.
Thepossibilityoflosingtheimmi-

grant priests intensifies theworry
forpeopleintheparish,whereabout
half the congregants are immi-
grants fromMexico.They’re facing
heightened fears as they see news
reports about U.S. Immigration
andCustoms Enforcement seizing
immigrantsonthestreets.
The priests, the Rev. Koudjo K.

Jean-Philippe Lokpo, of the west
African nation of Togo, and the
Rev. JoséManuel Ortiz, ofMexico,

are here on R1 religious worker
visas that permit them to serve in
the United States. But the federal
government is so backed up in
processingpaperworkthat theRev.
Lokpomight be forced to leave in
October, and only an attorney’s
intervention saved the Rev. Ortiz
fromhaving to leave thecountryby
theendofJuly.
That has upset parishioners,

who say the twomenhavedevoted
their lives to serving others, and
havedonetremendousgoodforthe
people in theparish.
“Wewere scared,” Shuford said

after leaving the church service. “I
mean, in this (President Donald
Trump) administration, we’re
scaredabouteverything.”
“We’re scared for many of our

parishioners,” added Bob Shuford.
About half of the St. John XXIII’s
parishioners are Hispanic in the

multilingual parish, which offers
massinEnglish,SpanishandFrench
Creole.
“We’re aware of what’s happen-

ingwith our priests,” Bob Shuford
said. “It’s a part of a larger concern
that we have, and we’ve all been
throughtrainingonhowwecanbest
supportour fellowparishioners.”
The Archdiocese of Chicago

consolidated the parishes of St.
Nicholas and St. Mary to form St.
JohnXXIIIparishinearly2022.By
the end of that year, Lokpo led the
parishasitspastor,assistedbyOrtiz
as theparish’sassociatepastor.
“The core of this place, particu-

larly at St. Nick, but the core of the
whole parish has been that all are
welcome.That’sacriticalthinghere
in this parish home, and so I think
that has been extended to Jose and
Jean-Philippe aswell,” Lois Farley
Shufordsaid.
Ortiz remains philosophical

aboutthepossibilityofbeingforced
to leave St. JohnXXIII and return
toMexico.

“It iswhat it is,”Ortiz said.What
reallymatters to him is his connec-
tiontothemembersofhisparish,he
added.“Youtrytodowhat’sbestfor
theparishandfor thepeople.”
In an April letter to the parish,

Lokpowrote of his initial concerns
thathisandOrtiz’sgreencardappli-

cationsforcontinuedresidencyhad
yet to be processed by the federal
government,despitesubmittinghis
required documents to the govern-
ment in2022.
At the time, he anticipated that

2 priests at Evanston church could
be forced to leave US, parish fears

Priests at St. John XXIII Parish in Evanston face challenges in their
immigration status as they have spent years waiting for residency and may
have to leave the U.S. before it comes through. St. Mary’s Catholic Church is
part of the parish, which welcomed the Rev. Jose Manuel Ortiz and the Rev.
Koudjo J. Jean Phillipe Lopko in 2022. RICHARD REQUENA/PIONEER PRESS
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Time travel is a possibility at
the Lake County Historical Soci-
etyMuseum.
Themuseum, housed in 4,000

square feet on the second floor of
theOld Lake County Courthouse
indowntownCrownPoint, isfilled
withdonations thatgobacktothe
1800swhenbothCrownPointand
LakeCountywereintheir infancy.
Finding new homes for these

museum treasures, including
diaries from Civil War soldiers,
an 1821 Gutenberg printing press
and a symphonionmusic box and
cabinetfrom1890thatstillplays, is
nowthe jobofExecutiveDirector
DianeGoraandsomeeightvolun-
teers.
Goraherself isanunpaidvolun-

teer.
“Wewere given notice on July

31 that we have until Dec. 31 to
vacate the space,”Gora said.
NoticewasgivenfromtheLake

Courthouse Foundation, owners
of the courthouse, who couldn’t

be reached for comment.
“We can’t afford the rent right

now,”Gora said.
Themuseum has been housed

inthecourthousefor43years this
month.
“We’vehadagood43years,”she

said.

Gora said the Lake County
HistoricalSociety,whichoperates
the museum, is one of the oldest
continuously operating historical
societies in Indiana.
It’s still gearing up to celebrate

its150thanniversarywithanopen
house from1 to4p.m.onSept. 27.

“Ourgoal istomaintainthesoci-
ety and keep it going for another
150 years. The elephant in the
room is taking care of people’s
treasures,” she said.
Gora said the society knew two

yearsagothattheywouldbeasked
to move the museum out of the
courthouse.
During that time period, Gora

andvolunteershavetriedtoinven-
toryeverything.
“We have been working dili-

gently to do an inventory; none
hadbeendonebefore,” she said.
So far, 5,000 items have been

loggedandcanbeaccounted for.
“We are struggling to get

throughall the items,” she said.
She said part of her group’s

tedious process, in addition to
logging everything, is trying to
connect itemswith theirdonors.
“It’s not a matter of putting

things out in a dumpster. We’re
tryingtofindpaperworkthat links
items with the family. Do they
want the itembackordonate it to
anotherplace?” she said.
Her group is also able to loan

or gift items, if pertinent to that
community, to other cities or

Lake Countymuseum
looking for new home
Must vacate old
courthouse by Dec. 31

Sharon Nault, left, leads visitors Alicia Savoy and her husband, Scott, on a tour of the Lake County Historical Society Museum in Crown Point on Tuesday.
Nault is board secretary of the Lake County Historical Society. ANDY LAVALLEY/PHOTOS FOR THE POST-TRIBUNE

Diane Gora sits among some of the items at the Lake County Historical
Society Museum on Tuesday. Gora, executive director of the Lake County
Historical Society for the past two years, is unsure of the museum’s future
as its lease for space on the second floor of the Old Courthouse expires at
the end of the year and will not be renewed.
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By Carole Carlson

Closed since early Junewhen a
burst fire sprinkler pipe flooded
most of the building, Lake Station
City Hall could reopen around
Thanksgiving.
Chief of Staff Adrian Vera

said a lengthy insurance claim
process has slowed progress, but
he said the faulty pipe will soon
be replaced.
Once that’s completed, he said

therewill be an inspection of the
rest of the system, which will be
repeated every five years, and it
will be pressure-tested to make
sure there are nomore issues and
it’s safe.
After those assurances, Vera

said construction and repairs
can begin.
“Our goal is to push the insur-

ance company and push the
contractor to get in there before
Thanksgiving.
Meanwhile, the city has

an array of white trailers in
the city hall parking lot. Vera
said Internet, phone lines
and software have all been
installed in each of the five
trailers.
“It’s just likewe’re in the build-

ing,” he said.
He said a trailer is desig-

nated for each department,
including the mayor, clerk-trea-
surer, sewage, building, and
courts.
The city council has beenhold-

ing its meetings at Lake Station
EdisonHighSchool’s community
room.
City hall flooded June 7

after the pipe burst, leaving
water damage across the build-
ing and ruining technology
equipment.
The police department, on

the building’s west side, was not
damaged.

Carole Carlson is a freelance
reporter for the
Post-Tribune.

LAKE STATION

City Hall
could
reopen in
November

Portable trailers will house city
workers until repairs are complete
at Lake Station City Hall, which
flooded June 7 after a pipe burst.
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