% Leafguard

a Great Day Improvements brand

20% off

Total Purchase*

We can only offer these
special savings until .
£ P"‘RA"’»L

4/30/26, so ‘LFﬁME
call today \

765-725-6028

$0 Money Down

*This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible

for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family

members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and

all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount
or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with
any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value.
Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 4/30/26.
**Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% — 24.99%. Loan amount
and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 18-month promotional period
(“Promo Period”) during which interest is billed but will be waived if the amount financed is paid
in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period.
Any unpaid balance and amounts owed after Promo Period will be paid over 84 monthly payments.
Offer expires 4/30/26. Leafguard of Michigan - 272300057 & 272300055. TriState Leafguard in
Pennsylvania - PA 126357. Leafguard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania - PA126357.

18 months no interest**

Clog-free, [=; =]
maintenance free R Sécan for
'E. Estimate

gutters!
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Iran war raises prices
for farming fertilizer

/

Farmers are facing soaring fertilizer and diesel prices due to Iran’s blockage of the Strait of Hormuz.
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U.S. farmers forced to take on more costs

George Petras and Stephen J. Beard
USA TODAY

Americans worried about grocery
prices may soon feel the consequences
of an unexpected problem on U.S. farms
caused by the war in Iran - rising fertil-
izer prices are creating a potential ripple
effect that could reach grocery stores.

The American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion cited the virtual closing of the Strait
of Hormuz as the main reason fertilizer
prices are increasing. Roughly one-third
of global seaborne fertilizer trade passes
through the strait, according to the Unit-
ed Nations.

Atleast 70% of farmers say they can’t
afford all the fertilizer they need be-

cause of higher costs tied to the Iran war
- a challenge that could lower crop
yields, which, if widespread enough,
could push food prices upward.

A federation survey released April 14
revealed nearly three-fourths of farm-
ers said fertilizer has become too expen-
sive. About 6 in 10 farmers reported
worsening finances overall.

Many farmers are rethinking pur-
chases of fertilizer and when to apply it,
the American Farm Bureau Federation
says. Though farmers in the South and
Northeast are having the greatest diffi-
culty, farms across the United States are
affected.

Persian Gulf nations are significant
producers of fertilizer chemicals, and

the Strait of Hormuz is a key trade
route.

Large volumes of urea, ammonia,
phosphate fertilizers, sulfur and petro-
leum from gulf countries are shipped
through the strait each year.

The federation says countries af-
fected by the Iran war account for
nearly 49% of global urea exports and
about 30% of global ammonia exports.
Major exporters include Iran, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

Urea, which contains about 46% ni-
trogen, is the most widely used solid
nitrogen fertilizer in the world. Anhy-
drous ammonia is a nitrogen fertilizer
applied to soil. Nitrogen is essential for
plant growth.

Many farmers “prebook” or buy

See FERTILIZER, Page 2A

Woman
sentenced
after attack
on mother

Douglas Walker
Richmond Palladium-Item
USA TODAY NETWORK

A Richmond woman who attacked
her mother has been sentenced to two
years and six months in prison.

Angelrae Paige Wiley, 34, had
pleaded guilty to domestic battery, a
Level 6 felony, which carried a maxi-
mum 30-month sentence. She was
sentenced on Monday, April 13, by
Wayne Circuit Court 2 Judge Gregory
Horn.

Under the terms of a plea agree-
ment, two other charges — robbery re-
sulting in bodily injury and criminal
confinement — were dismissed.

Wiley was arrested in February
2025 after she was accused of repeat-
edly punching her mother in the face,

See SENTENCE, Page 2A

Indiana
launches

chatbot for
health care

Hayleigh Colombo
Indianapolis Star
USA TODAY NETWORK

A new chatbot developed by Gov.
Mike Braun’s administration aims to
make health care price data more ac-
cessible to Hoosiers.

Need a colonoscopy, for example?

If you ask the chatbot to find you the
best price for a colonoscopy in Indi-
ana, it takes less than 30 seconds for
the chatbot to generate a result, using
data from a statewide claims data-
base: That’s at Bloomington Endosco-
py Center, where a colonoscopy with
lesion removal is $1,450.

See CHATBOT, Page 2A

Canadian PM: U.S. ties
have become a weakness

Amanda Stephenson
REUTERS

CALGARY - Canada’s close ties to the
United States were once a strength but
have become a weakness, Prime Minis-
ter Mark Carney said on April 19 in a
video message to his country in which
he also praised the heroism of military
leaders who fought against U.S. inva-
sion more than two centuries ago.

Holding up a small toy soldier depic-
tion of Gen. Isaac Brock, the British mil-
itary leader who died defending what
isnow Canada from a U.S. invasionin

the War of 1812, Carney said Canada
can’t control the disruption coming
from its U.S. neighbors, and can’t bet
its future on the hope that it will sud-
denly stop.

“The situation today feels unique,
but we’'ve faced down threats like this
before,” Carney said, referencing Brock
and several other Canadian historical
figures, including Chief Tecumseh who
united Indigenous nations across the
Great Lakes to resist U.S. expansion in
1812.

See CANADA, Page 2A

Lower Costs
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Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney’s governing Liberal Party secured a

B
Cana(lsl

majority by winning all three seats in special elections on April 14.

DAVID KAWAI/REUTERS FILE

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
pal-item.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports

in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

©2026

Volume 195 | No. 94
Subscribe 888-725-2472
$2.00
4

0901704409 "3



