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By ELIZABETH BUNTON
Staff Writer

La PORTE — The La Porte 
County building at the corner 
of Eighth and Wabash streets 
in Michigan City may soon be 
on the market.

The La Porte County Board 
of Commissioners, on Aug. 
20, unanimously approved 

the tabling 
of the Eighth 
Street build-
ing discussion 
until their 
next meeting 
on Sept. 3 to 
provide addi-
tional time to 

speak with the building’s oth-
er stakeholders.

Having recently toured the 
site himself, along with Clerk 
of the Circuit Court Heather 
Stevens, Commissioner Steve 
Holi� eld recommended the 
board discuss the possibility 
of of� oading the building.

“I don’t think governments 
should own any more proper-
ty than they have to,” Holi� eld 
said.

When the La Porte Coun-
ty Annex building � ooded 
in 2022, Commissioner Joe 
Haney said the building at 
Eighth and Wabash streets 
provided the county with a 
safety net to move govern-
ment departments to while 
the complex was repaired and 
cleaned; however, since that 
time, Holi� eld said the build-

ing is primarily used for elec-
tion equipment storage.

“She requires it to be secure 
and climate controlled, [but] 
I think we can do it cheaper 
[and] possibly put that build-
ing up for sale and dump it 
and move on and get off from 
underneath it,” Holi� eld said.

“Then we won’t have 
to maintain it – do 

anything with it,” he added.
And depending on the mon-

ey the county could bring in 
with the sale, Holi� eld pro-
posed that a shed could be built 
at the county’s fairgrounds for 
storage, and with the remain-
ing sale money being put into 
the county’s funds.

County may sell Eighth Street building
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MICHIGAN CITY — A 
new program seeks to create 
a foundation of entrepreneur-
ship in Michigan City by fo-
cusing on underserved resi-
dents ready to launch a small 
business.

The Michigan City Entre-
preneurship Development 

Program has 
its roots in 
the nationally 
r e c o g n i z e d 
Urban Pover-
ty and Busi-
ness Initiative 
developed by 
the University 

of Notre Dame.
An informational session 

will be from 5 to 7 p.m. Sept. 
9 at City Hall, 100 E. Michi-
gan Blvd., in the EOC Room 
for anyone wanting additional 
details.

“Small businesses have 
always helped fashion the 
unique � avor of a community 
through the exclusive offer-
ing of products and services,” 
said Economic Development 

Corporation Michigan City 
Executive Director Clarence 
L. Hulse.

“We are working with the 
city of Michigan City to help 
cultivate a creative and robust 
entrepreneurial community,” 
he added.

The 10-month small 

New program offered in MC for entrepreneurs
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By DONAVAN BARRIER
Staff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY — For 
the last � ve years, High Praise 
Outreach Ministries’ Commu-
nity Church Picnic has been 
helping Michigan City resi-
dents who need it the most.

And now, with the generosi-

ty of sponsorships from some 
local businesses, they’re look-
ing to help people once again.

This year’s event will be held 
Sunday at noon at the church, 
301 E. Ninth St., Michigan 
City. Those that attend will 
have access to free haircuts 
by professional barbers from 
CSharp Professional Haircuts 

& Styles and other establish-
ments who attend from High 
Praise Outreach Ministries, 
as well as the opportunity to 
obtain free clothes, food and 
toiletries, among other items. 
Aldi, Walmart and Amazon 
were among the sponsors for 
the event.

Staff members of the 

Lubeznik Center for the Arts 
will also be at the picnic to 
provide artistic activities for 
attendees.

Apostle Javaughn Blakely 
said they saw a need to pro-
vide services for people in 
Michigan City.

According to Blakely, at one 
point 85 percent of Michigan 

Being a resource for community
High Praise Outreach Ministries’ Community Church Picnic is Sunday
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Located behind the property of High Praise Outreach Ministries, 301 E. Ninth St., Michigan City, the church is getting ready to celebrate 
its fifth Community Picnic on Sunday. Apostle Javaughn Blakely said they saw a need to help the community.

See BUILDING, page A6

See PROGRAM, page A5
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La PORTE — Former La 
Porte County sheriff and 
state senator Jim Arnold 
has once again been re-
appointed to serve on the 
Northern Indiana Commut-
er Transportation District 
Board (NICTD).

Arnold’s recent reappoint-
ment by Indiana Gov. Mike 
Braun for an additional four 
years on the NICTD board 
follows on the heels of his 
reelection to the La Porte 
Community School Corp. 
Board of Trustees last year.

“I’m really grateful,” Ar-
nold said during the school 
board meeting on Aug. 11.

“ ... I had no idea it was 
going to happen. It hap-
pened rather quickly, [and 
I’m] honored to get his let-
ter,” he added.

Arnold had learned of 
his reappointment through 
a recently received letter 
from the governor that rein-
stated his NICTD position 
until May 31, 2029.

One of the two allotted 
Democrats on the board, as 
the NICTD board is com-

prised of 
two gover-
nor selected 
Republicans 
and two 
g o v e r n o r 
s e l e c t e d 
Democrats, 
Arnold was 

originally appointed by for-
mer Gov. Eric Holcomb in 
2020 and then reappointed 
in 2023.

A Michigan City native, 
Arnold said his admiration 
of the South Shore Rail 
started in his younger years 
when he would walk over 
to the 11th Street Station 
to watch the trains go by 
during the late 1950s and 
early 1960s.

“I used to see the trains 
go by every day, going to 
and fro, east and west, and 
I used to always wonder: 
where are those people go-
ing? Where are all those 
people going?” Arnold re-
called.

Following in his father’s 
footsteps, who also served 
on the NICTD board, 

Arnold reappointed 
to the NICTD board
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MICHIGAN CITY — On 
July 16 Andrea “Andie” Ren-
ner-Miller, a paraprofessional 
at Pine Elementary School, 
was honored with the Indiana 
State Teachers’ Association 
(ISTA) Community Service 
Award at the organization’s 
summer conference for her 
exemplary efforts around 
Michigan City, both in and 
outside the classroom.

Renner-Miller was nomi-
nated by colleague Summer 
Ray, who teaches Special Ed-
ucation at Pine.

“Andie Renner-Miller is 
exceptional when it comes 
to someone who gives their 
life to their community,” said 
Ray.

“She always gives in any 
way she can without need-
ing anything in return. It is 
her passion to support her 
community. She does more 
for the people and animals in 
her community than anyone 

I have ever met! She is a re-
markable human,” she added.

The ISTA Community 
Service Award recognizes 
individuals who demonstrate 
outstanding courage, com-
mitment, innovation and ded-
ication to their community.

Renner-Miller’s volunteer-
ism spans a wide range of 
causes and leadership roles.

“No one volunteers for the 
recognition, but it is nice to 
know that others see and ap-
preciate the time and effort. It 
was nice to feel seen and ap-
preciated,” said Renner-Mill-
er.

Renner-Miller serves as 
vice president of PAWS (Pet 
Assistance & Wellness Sup-
port, Inc., formerly known as 
Friends of LaPorte County 
Animal Shelters, Inc.), acts 
as volunteer coordinator for 
the organization, and helps 
plan the shelter’s fundraisers 
and events.

Renner-Miller wins ISTA 
Community Service Award
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