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“A wordless Hamlet, beautifully led by Côté...
packed with intrigue, an intermission-less,

100-minute sprint... gripping dance sequences and
inspired casting breathe new life into the tale.”

– Intermission Magazine

This story has been updated because
an earlier version included an inaccu-
racy.

Providing food for Hoosiers in six
south-central Indiana counties keeps
Julio Alonso, director of Hoosier Hills

Food Bank, busy but lately it’s been
more diffi�cult.

The federal government shutdown,
which began onOct. 1, is the latest event
that’s added to the potential decrease in
funds and food.

“It’s really kind of early to tell what
the impacts are going to be,”Alonso said
on Friday, Oct. 3.

OnMonday, Oct. 6, therewere still no

sign ofCongress ending the shutdown.
“The question is how long is this go-

ing to be,” Alonso said. “The longer it
goes, the more of a problem it’s going
to be for agencies like ours and the
people we serve. There are so many
people out there that are already living
on the margins.

Shutdown impact on
food bank not known

Julio Alonso, executive director of the Hoosier Hills Food Bank, carries boxes of food for distribution during the June 11,
2021, Fresh Friday event in Bloomington. RICH JANZARUK/HERALD-TIMES
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See FOOD BANK, Page 4A

A South Bend-based food distribu-
tion business with decades-old opera-
tions in Bloomington and ties to local
entrepreneur Charles Beasley is shut-
ting down and eliminating 200 jobs.

Filings with the state indicate that
Raydia Food Group plans to close the
Bloomington plant, at 4863 W. Vernal
Pike, on Nov. 26, along with plants in
Mishawaka and South Bend.

The plants combined employed
200, but a breakdown wasn’t immedi-
ately available. Pam Zarazee, the com-
pany’s vice president of human re-
sources, did not reply to a voicemail.

State fi�lings show the South Bend
operations employed at least 135,
while the Bloomington plant em-
ployed at least 35.

Some of the Bloomington employ-
eeswere representedby theTeamsters
union in Indianapolis, but the local
president was traveling and not avail-
able for an interview.

Jerod Warnock, vice president of
Teamsters Local 364, which repre-
sented some of the South Bend work-
ers, said some of the workers had left
their jobs already, though about 20 re-
mained on the job in South Bend as of
late last week to load and unload
trucksaswell asdriveproducts to local
customers.

Warnock said the business primari-
ly delivered food supplies to smaller
grocery stores and restaurants as well
as some institutional clients such as

Food
service
plant to
close next
month
200 jobs will be
eliminated
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President Donald Trump announced
Oct. 8 that Israel and Hamas have
agreed to implement the fi�rst phase of a
peacedeal aimedat ending the two-year
confl�ict in the Gaza Strip.

“This is aGREATDay for theAraband
Muslim World, Israel, all surrounding
Nations, and theUnited States of Amer-
ica,” Trump said in a Truth Social post.

Leaders from Israel, Hamas and me-
diator Qatar subsequently confi�rmed
the deal.

“An agreementwas reached on all the
provisions and implementationmecha-
nisms of the fi�rst phase of the Gaza cea-
sefi�re agreement, which will lead to
ending the war, the release of Israeli
hostages andPalestinian prisoners, and
theentryof aid,”Qatar’sMinistry of For-
eign Aff�airs spokesperson Majed al-An-
sari wrote on X.

The agreement comes after multiple
failed attempts to defuse the 2-year-old
war that began on Oct. 7, 2023, when
Hamas militants attacked Israel and
killed 1,200 people, mostly civilians,
and took 251 people hostage.

Israel’s response to the attack has
drawn criticism worldwide, including a
United Nations report issued in Sep-
tember that concluded Israel committed
genocide in Gaza. Israel’s military cam-
paign in response has killed more than
66,000 Palestinians in Gaza, according
to the Hamas-run health ministry.

Al-Ansari wrote on X that details of
the deal would be announced at a later
date.

Thefi�rstphaseofTrump’splancalled
for the release of Israeli hostages within
72 hours in exchange for Palestinians
jailed in Israel.

Once every hostage has been re-
leased, Trump’s plan said Hamas

Peace deal with Israel hailed, but details still murky
James Powel, Francesca Chambers
and Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY
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Palestinian children celebrate Oct. 9 at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah,
central Gaza Strip, after President Donald Trump announced that Israel and
Hamas agreed on the fi�rst phase of a Gaza ceasefi�re. DAWOUD ABU ALKAS/REUTERS


