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By JORDAN FOUTS
jfouts@elkharttruth.com

GOSHEN — County plan-
ners voted down blueprints 
for a Bristol business park 
after hearing hours of com-
ments from residents op-
posed to one possible tenant 
above all: a data center.

The Elkhart County Plan 
Commission voted 6-2 to 
recommend against adopt-
ing a detailed planned unit 
development for 959 acres 
of farmland south of Bris-
tol. The ultimate decision 
will come from Bristol Town 
Council, who may take it up 
on Aug. 6.

The plan would allow two 
newly annexed properties to 

be combined into a business 
park for light manufacturing, 
with permitted uses ranging 
from warehousing and dis-
tribution to food processing 
and packaging. But the po-
tential for a data center to 
occupy the land is what drew 

hundreds of Bristol resi-
dents to Thursday’s meeting, 
which was held inside St. 
Mark’s Church in Goshen.

“We speci� ed in this that it 
could include a data center,” 
said Angela Smith, a senior 
planner with Jones Petrie 

Ra� nski. “Right now, the 
zoning allows a data center 
under (manufacturing), but 
we just wanted to make sure 
that there was no question 
that that was in fact an al-
lowed use, so we went ahead 
and speci� cally listed it.”

The civil engineering � rm 
developed the DPUD on be-
half of current landowners. 
She said she drew from her 
own experience with data 
centers to address the known 
risks by writing in protec-
tions for surrounding land-
owners.

Smith said the protections 
built into the plan make it a 
model that other towns could 
follow.

“We used this as a way to 
impose a signi� cant amount 
of conditions in terms of 
increased landscaping, in-
creased lighting standards, 

County plan board rejects 
Bristol business park designs
Opposition raises 
concerns about 
possible data center
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Lester and Sherri Otto speak during the plan board meeting where members voted against recommending a detailed planned unit 
development for 959 acres of farmland south of Bristol.

By MACKENZI KLEMANN
Indiana Capital Chronicle

INDIANAPOLIS — Indi-
ana K-12 schools must meet 
new standards before seeking 
approval to implement a four-
day school week.

The model, once favored by 
rural schools due to a short-
age of bus drivers, is spread-
ing nationwide to urban and 
suburban districts seeking to 
recruit teachers and students 
by extending the school day, 
so students and staff can take 
Fridays off.

Schools can apply for a 
� exibility waiver through the 
Indiana Department of Edu-
cation to move to a four-day 

school week.
Now, schools must earn an 

“A” grade through the state’s 
A-F accountability model to 
be considered for a four-day 
school week waiver.

That’s one of four mini-
mum requirements outlined 
in House Enrolled Act 1266, 
which took effect July 1.

The Indiana Department 
of Education recently issued 
guidance to schools about the 
new criteria ahead of the com-
ing school year.

Schools must also offer 
transportation for students 
who choose to attend a 
school operating on a � ve-
day schedule, meet the state’s 
$45,000-a-year minimum 
teacher salary threshold, and 
offer enrichment and remedi-
ation at no cost to parents the 
day school is not in session.

The State Board of Educa-
tion must then grant approval 
before a school can transition 

to a four-day week.

Vinton Elementary 
pilots four-day week

Vinton Elementary School is 
entering its third and � nal year 
piloting a four-day school 
week.

The Lafayette-area school, 
with an enrollment of 408, is 
the sole school in Indiana op-
erating on a four-day schedule 
through the state Department 
of Education’s � exibility 
waiver for innovation.

School starts at 8 a.m. 
Monday through Thursday, 
with dismissal delayed un-
til 3:45 p.m. – a necessity to 
meet the required 54,000 min-
utes of instruction each year, 
which the school accomplish-
es in a mere 151 days com-
pared to the typical 180 days.

Students attend class on Fri-
days only when a holiday falls 
on a Monday, so they don’t 

miss two days in one week.
The National Conference of 

State Legislatures estimates 
850 school districts operate 
on a four-day schedule, saving 
their budgets an average of 0.4 
percent to 2.5 percent a year.

Principal Cindy Preston is 
impressed by the results she’s 
seen thus far: Student dis-
ciplinary referrals are down 
from 495 before the pilot 
started to 293 referrals last 
school year.

Staff absences declined from 
656 to 398 a year.

Eighty-nine percent of third 
graders passed their spring 
assessments last year, up from 
73 percent when the school 
still operated � ve days a week.

And a clear majority of par-
ents and staff report they are 
satis� ed with the four-day 
schedule, Preston said.

Yet she looks at the new 

State sets standards for 4-day school week waivers
Sole school operating 
on four-day schedule 
could lose eligibility 
at end of pilot

Rick Kain holds up a map while speaking to the plan commission 
where members voted against recommending a detailed planned 
unit development for 959 acres of farmland south of Bristol.
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ELKHART — The of� -
cer-involved fatal shooting 
of a 17-year-old at High Dive 
Park on Feb. 8 was in self-de-
fense and in the defense of 
others, and has therefore 
been ruled justi� ed, Elkhart 
County Prosecutor Vicki 
Becker said Thursday.

No criminal charges will be 
� led against the two Elkhart 
Police Department of� cers 
involved in 
the shooting, 
Becker said 
in a news re-
lease Thurs-
day. The city 
will make 
determina-
tions regard-
ing adherence to department 
policy and the circumstanc-
es for the of� cers’ return to 
duty, she said.

Becker has declined to re-
lease the name of the victim, 
but friends and family mem-
bers have identi� ed him as 
17-year-old 
Bryan Axel 
R a m í r e z 
Gómez of 
Elkhart. The 
prosecutor 
earlier this 
year said the 
teen � red 
� rst before 
of� cers returned � re.

The of� cers involved in 
the shooting were Patrolman 
Nicholas Ragsdale and Pa-
trolman Thomas Breneman.

Becker said 
an investi-
gation by 
the Elkhart 
County Ho-
micide Unit 
documented 
evidence to 
establish that 
shortly after 
1:30 a.m. on 
Feb. 8, of� -
cer Ragsdale 
was driving 
past the area 
of High Dive 
Park pavilion 
and noticed 
a vehicle that was running 
while sitting stationary in 
the parking lot after the park 
was closed. He pulled into 
the lot near the vehicle and 
observed several individuals 
inside, some appearing to be 
minors, according to Becker.

Ragsdale called for backup 
and, while he was speaking 
to the driver, smelled alcohol, 
Becker said. Of� cer Brene-
man arrived to provide back-
up while Ragsdale continued 
his work.

Ragsdale attempted to 
gather identifying informa-
tion from each occupant 
of the vehicle, being led to 
believe that there were two 
individuals who were 18 
and three claiming to be ju-
veniles, two boys and a girl. 
Ragsdale then returned to his 
vehicle to determine whether 

there were any law enforce-
ment noti� cations relating 
to any of the occupants. Al-
though the of� cer did not 
know it at the time, the in-
vestigation found, the front 
seat passenger provided false 
information regarding his 
name during the investiga-
tion and was on probation af-
ter having being adjudicated 
as delinquent for both felony 
and misdemeanor offenses 
in Elkhart County Juvenile 
Court, the nature of which 
included auto theft, resisting 
law enforcement, dangerous 
possession of a � rearm and 
disorderly conduct.

As of� cers removed the 
occupants of the vehicle 
one by one to ensure safety 
and control, the 18-year-old 
driver told police he did not 
have any identi� cation with 
him and advised “not right 
now” when asked if he had 
any weapons. As Ragsdale 
continued to remove the 
backseat passengers from the 
driver’s side of the vehicle, 
the front seat passenger, who 
had previously been comply-
ing with of� cer directives to 
keep his hands visible, was 
also directed to stay in the car 
but reached down between 
his legs and refused to put 
his hand up when ordered, 
according to the release.

The front passenger then 
abruptly turned, got out of 
the car on the passenger’s 
side and � red a handgun to-
ward Breneman, the investi-
gators found.

Both of� cers � red their 
handguns in response, Beck-
er said, and the front passen-
ger was fatally shot. A Glock 
9mm handgun was on the 
ground near him.

In less than one minute, 
additional of� cers began ar-
riving, the report said. Others 
from the passenger car were 
secured and more respond-
ing of� cers approached the 
front passenger lying on the 
ground, providing � rst aid 
until medics arrived. No oth-
er individual had approached 
the front passenger or in-
� icted any additional injury 
during that time, according 
to Becker. The front passen-
ger was transported to the 
hospital, where he was de-
clared dead.

During the crime scene in-
vestigation in which crime 
scene specialists document-
ed and recovered evidence 
related to the event, another 
handgun was found on the 
front passenger � oorboard 
of the vehicle that had been 
modi� ed to be fully auto-
matic by what is known as 
a “switch,” an after-market 
attachment that converts a 
semi-automatic handgun to a 
fully automatic handgun that 
is illegal to possess pursuant 
to both state and federal law. 
This modi� cation allows for 
the extremely rapid � ring of 

Officer-involved fatal 
shooting at park 
justified, prosecutor says
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BehaviorsHappen:
Respond vs. React

It is not easy to stay composed when the
individual your are caring for has a negative or
hostile reaction. Learn how to see beyond their
hostility and how to constructively
respond to their needs. Scan, call
or go online to RSVP by July 20.
574-247-1866 .Thurs., July 21 at 3-4pmNorth WoodsNorth WoodsVillageVillageNorth WoodsNorth Woods
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