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Educators honored

Central High School Principal Andrew Freeman is announced the 2026 Outstanding Principal of the Year Wednesday April

8. MACABE BROWN/COURIER & PRESS

Vanderburgh ‘outstanding educator’ awards chosen

Jon Webb
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

EVANSVILLE - Andy Freeman
thought he’d be picking out paint sam-
ples.

The principal at Central High School
had been in a meeting a staffer
Wednesday morning when they told
him he’d have to hoof it down to the
gym to endure the menial task. I don't
have time to pick out paint samples, he
told them.

But instead, when he walked
through the door, he was engulfed with
a wave of love and support.

Students, teachers, staff and Free-
man’s own wife and kids secretly gath-
ered in the gym to scream and cheer as
Freeman was named Outstanding
Building Principal of the Year: part of
the annual Vanderburgh County Out-
standing Educators Awards presented
by the University of Evansville, Liberty
Federal Credit Union and the Courier &
Press.

“I didn’t think I'd be doing this,”

Freeman said.
good.”

Three others were feted with sur-
prise ceremonies Wednesday morning,
too: Holly Carey, a fourth-grade teacher
at McCutchanville Elementary who
was named Outstanding Elementary
Teacher of the Year; Stefanie Simmons,
a science teacher at Corpus Christi
School who took Outstanding Middle
School Teacher of the Year; and North
High School’s Maren Smith, who won

“.. You guys got me

See AWARDS, Page 2A

Former
daycare
owner
facing new
counts

Prosecutors add child
molestation charges

Houston Harwood
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

EVANSVILLE — A former Evansville
daycare owner who previously pleaded
guilty to child molestation now stands
accused of sexually abusing three addi-
tional children while he operated the fa-
cility between 2012 and 2016.

Vanderburgh County prosecutors on
Wednesday filed four counts of child
molesting against the former childcare
provider, 80-year-old Millard Phillip
Johnson. Deputies first took Johnson
into custody Monday afternoon.

He is currently being held at the Van-
derburgh County jail on a $200,000
bond.

The charges come after investigators
in late March became aware of addition-
alallegations concerning Johnson's time
operating the home daycare on Evans-
ville's far West Side, according tolegal fil-
ings. Three children described suffering
sexual abuse while under Johnson's care
years earlier when they were between
the ages of 2 and 9 years old.

They aren't the first children who
spent time at Johnson's daycare to come
forward withanaccount of sexual abuse.
In 2016, a 4-year-old girl told her parents
and later investigators that Johnson had
touched her inappropriately on several
occasions, prompting prosecutors to
charge him with two counts of child mo-
lesting.

See CHARGES, Page 3A

City of Evansville and former fire chief settle civil lawsuit

Sarah Loesch
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

EVANSVILLE — The civil suit former
Evansville Fire Department Chief Paul
Anslinger filed against the city has been
dismissed following a settlement be-
tween the parties, according to court
records.

On April1, Anslinger and the city filed
a joint stipulation of dismissal with

prejudice of all claims within the case
originally filed last fall. Anslinger
claimed the city owed him money from
unpaid vacation time following his res-
ignation.

Anslinger retired in 2024 shortly af-
ter receiving a formal notice of disci-
pline from the city. He was later arrested
and currently faces a criminal case in
Vanderburgh County Circuit Court
stemming from allegations of theft from
EFD and official misconduct.
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According to the filing for dismissal,
the city and Anslinger reached a settle-
ment agreement that fully resolves the
civil suit. Vanderburgh County Superior
Court Judge Mary Margaret Lloyd
granted the dismissal officially the next
day.

The terms of the settlement are not
readily available via court records. The
Courier & Press has filed a public rec-
ords request for the settlement.

Evansville Mayor Stephanie Terry’s
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office said it had no comment on the
matter at this time.

What did the civil suit ask for?

Anslinger was suing the city for un-
paid earned wages and liquidated dam-
ages totaling more than $30,000.

In the civil complaint, Anslinger stat-
ed the city owed him for 240 hours of

See LAWSUIT, Page 2A
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