
Whatdo you call itwhenyou live just outside of a
county seat, closeenough topay into city taxes such
as the Parks & Recreation Fund and Levee Author-
ity, but far enough away to be excluded from voting
in municipal elections?

That is what it means to be in an unincorporated
area.

An unincorporated area is a community that is
not overseen by a local government, but not all un-
incorporated areas are the same. Some are hinter-
lands, hamlets, settlements, and villages that do
not border a city and function as independent, in-
formal towns.Others sharea countywitha citydes-
ignated as its seat, such as the communities and
townships that surround Evansville.

LIVING OUTSIDE THE LINES

A sign for McCutchanville, an unincorporated
community in Vanderburgh County, off
Indiana 57.MACABE BROWN/COURIER & PRESS

Residents in unincorporated
communities contribute,
but lack representation

Nick Shelton
Special to the Courier & Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

See UNINCORPORATED, Page 2A
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(Disclaimers: *All pricing excludes tax, title fee, $250 doc fee, and includes
$1,500 Expressway Dodge Loyalty Trade-assist program-must trade-in
any model purchased from an Expressway Family Dealership. Pictures
for illustrative purposes only, may not reflect vehicles model, color, or
appearance. Dealer retains applicable rebates. ~Must finance APR through
Stellantis Financial Services with approved credit on NEW 2025 & 2026 RAM
1500’s, excludes certain models. See dealer for details. Expires 9/30/25.)
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Evansville’s new director of Animal
Care and Control would be paid $81,600
annually as part of a departmental bud-
get of just over $1.3million, according to
the city’s proposed 2026 fiscal plan.

Mayor Stephanie Terry proposes to
fund anewly created executive-level di-
rector for the agency, a move hailed by
animal welfare activists and advocates.

The Evansville City Council on Mon-
day signaled its approval of the plan by

passing a finance ordinance providing
an interfund transfer of $135,000 for
Animal Control the remainder of this
year, including $28,000 to pay a direc-
tor. There are plans to hire twoaddition-

al employees as well.
The city may not spend all of that

money. Assuming council members
also fund the new leadership position in
next year’s budget, Terry wants some-

one in place by the end of year.
It means Animal Control would no

longer be lumped in with five other city
government functions under one large
catch-all department, a long-standing
setup that advocates and some elected
officials said saddles the agency with
unnecessary layers of bureaucracy and
limited authority.

Terry in August unveiled her plan to
fund anewly created executive-level di-
rector for the agency. Thatpersonwould
be a member of the mayor’s executive

See AGENCY, Page 7A

EVANSVILLE ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL

Vision for reimagined agency comes into focus
Thomas B. Langhorne
Evansville Courier & Press

USA TODAY NETWORK “Finally, Mayor Terry and her administration got together

and looked at things, and this is finally happening.

It’s going to be wonderful for Animal Control under

the city and county.”
Missy Mosby, councilwoman


