America’s Most Trusted Gutter Protectlon'

"6" Leafguard

Clog-free, maintenance
free gutters!

Call now for your
FREE estimate

217.492.3573

*Does ot include costof material Thlsoﬂer\sva]ldlnrhumewmrsuvellﬂyearsm%e . The folloving| ersunsa!enmhghlefmhlsnﬂel ernplrryeesu!Leafguardaraﬁlllatedcompamaolentmes the\ atefamil
scount, This o cannotbe combined ith any other sale, promoto,discount, code couponr andjor ofe. Thls promotion has no Cashvali

LIFETIME &
N J

INSTALLATION*
DOES NOT INCLUDE

EXPIRES 8/31/2026
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FREE ESTIMATE

Summer Savings:

Exclusive Deals on Leafguard Gutters

75% OFF

THE COST OF MATERIALS.

$250

° INSTANT SAVINGS

on your LeafGuard purchase.**
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Former Wyndham City Centre for sale

Tom Ackerman
Springfield State Journal-Register
USA TODAY NETWORK

SPRINGFIELD - A bid deadline has
been announced in the bankruptcy sale
of the former Wyndham City Centre at
700 E. Adams St.

Sept. 15 is the last day bids can be en-
tered, according to a news release from
Hilco Real Estate, LLC.

The property spans an entire city
block and is improved with a promi-
nent 31-story hotel tower totaling
374,200 square feet, making it one of

the largest hospitality assets in the
Springfield market, the release
reads.

Jamie Coté, senior director at Hilco
Global, stated that the “scale, down-
town location and established con-
vention infrastructure provide a
strong foundation for buyers seeking
to reposition, redevelop or restore an
iconic hotel asset or redevelop the
city block into something else entire-
ly.”

The property is valued at $8 million,
including personal property listed, ac-
cording to bankruptcy documents filed

in the court.
Amenities

Originally constructed in 1972, the
hotel has 369 guestrooms, 27 apart-
ments, a restaurant, lounge, café, in-
door pool, fitness center and business
center, as well as adjacent structured
parking.

The Starbucks franchise is included
in the sale, subject to the building re-
opening & Starbucks’ approval.

See SALE, Page 2A

A boarded-up Wyndham Springfield
City Centre is shown in Sept. 2025.
THOMAS J. TURNEY/THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER

GOP-led
House,
Senate
openly
at odds

Inaction affects defense
spending, SAVE Act as
midterm elections loom

Zachary Schermele
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Congressional Re-
publicans are headed into the home
stretch of a crucial midterm election
year bitterly divided over their com-
peting legislative priorities.

Between the Senate and House of
Representatives, there are vastly differ-
ent expectations among GOP lawmak-
ers as to what they can accomplish over
the remainder of the year. The center-
pieces of President Donald Trump’s
agenda — enacting voting restrictions,
ramping up defense spending amid
the Iran war, confirming Cabinet
nominees and a long-shot effort to

See ODDS, Page 2A

Senate Majority Leader John Thune,
R-South Dakota, center, speaks next
to Speaker of the House Mike
Johnson, R-Louisiana, and Vice
President JD Vance on Sept. 29,
2025. Both the House and Senate are
scheduled to be gone for much of
August and October, leaving them
just a matter of weeks in session
before November’s elections.

KEVIN LAMARQUE/REUTERS

Families receive back-to-school supplies inside the Daffin Park Clubhouse in Panama City, Florida, August 1. The event
was organized by the City’s Department of Parks, Culture and Recreation. TYLER ORSBURN/PANAMA CITY NEWS HERALD

IL to offer reduced state sales
tax on back-to-school items

Tom Ackerman
Springfield State Journal-Register
USA TODAY NETWORK

Planning to do some back-to-school
shopping in Illinois, or maybe just look-
ing for a good deal?

For 10 days, Illinoisans can get cer-
tain items with reduced sales tax.

Included in Illinois’ budget is a “State
sales tax holiday” for items that are de-
fined back to school necessities.

The sales tax holiday spans from
Aug. 7 through Aug. 16.

Here’s what to know.

Items with reduced sales tax

During the state sales tax holiday,
the state’s portion of sales tax due is re-
duced by 5% — from 6.25% t01.25%.

Clothing and footwear is included in
the sales tax holiday, but the retail price
needs to be $125 or less to qualify.

Clothing

Here are qualifying clothing items:
e Household and shop aprons

e Athletic supporters

e Bathing suits and caps

e Belts and suspenders

e Coats and jackets

e Gloves and mittens

e Hats, caps, and ear muffs

e Lab coats

e Neckties

e Rainwear

e Rubber pants (covers for cloth dia-
pers)

e Scarves

e Underwear

e School uniforms

e Shorts and pants

See TAX, Page 2A
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