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20% off
Total Purchase*

+
$0 Money Down

+
18 months no interest**

+
Receive a

$100 Visa card
with your FREE in-home estimate***

Clog-free,
maintenance
free gutters!

* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This
offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 4/30/26. **
Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% – 24.99%. Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 18-month promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which interest is
billed but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and amounts owed after Promo Period will be paid over 84
monthly payments. Offer expires 4/30/26. ***All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion
or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA
and MI. Expires 4/30/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681,
5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25
00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, WV055024, 005071, & 3466, 6258, & 23SFL-
GC-0404, 0663233, 191456, GC-48219, GEN22-36941, 5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-00011734,
PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 6258, 23SFL-GC-0404, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN 0204113, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501,
25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498,
3753, 2959, 19612, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN â€“ 0204113, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, R7484, 101588, 2705176457, RCE-47143, L201900981, 25461, 168338,
9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 223377, BUS-
1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, 7484, RCE47143, 275054, IR796203, 19486, 1606, 1163, 126357, 13VH09010100, LC8336, 2015605717, 11650889-5501.
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We can only offer these special

savings until , so call today4/30/26

Scan for a
FREE Estimate

I
n announcing its “Great Healthcare Plan” in January, the Trump administration be-

came the latest in a longhistory of efforts by theU.S. government to rein in the soaring

cost of health care. h As a physician and professor studying the intersection of busi-

ness and health, I know that the challenges in reforming the sprawling U.S. health

care system are immense. That’s partly for political and even philosophical reasons.

But it also reflects a complex system fraught
with competing interests – and the fact that pa-
tients, hospitals, health insurance companies and
drugmanufacturers change their behaviors in con-
flicting ways when faced with new rules.

Soaring costs

U.S. health care is the most expensive in the
world, and according to a poll published in late Jan-
uary, two-thirds of Americans are very worried
about their ability to pay for it – whether it’s their
medications, adoctor’s visit, health insuranceor an
unpredictably costly medical emergency.

Disputes over health policy evenplayeda central
role in the federal government shutdown in fall
2025.

Trump’s health care framework outlines no spe-
cific policy actions, but it does establish priorities
to address a number of longtime concerns,
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The high cost of
U.S. health care

Complex system, competing interests barriers to lower prices

Patrick Aguilar Washington University in St. Louis | THE CONVERSATION
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See HEALTH CARE, Page 2A

When COVID-19 pandemic era Affordable Care
Act subsidies expired on Jan. 1, about 1.4 million
people dropped coverage, and for most who
didn’t, premiums more than doubled.
ANDREW HARNIK/GETTY IMAGES

ANALYSIS

SPRINGFIELD – Nearly 20 veterans
who want to become a truck driver will
benefit from a federal grant at Lincoln
Land Community College.

A total of $76,500 was secured

through the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation,whichmeans17peoplewill be
able to earn their commercial drivers li-
censeatno cost. Theprogramotherwise
can cost $4,500.

Money is designated for qualifying
veterans or their spouse or children.

The college has received this grant
four times now.

Congresswoman Nikki Budzinski, D-
Springfield announced the funds along-
side the president of LLCC, Charlotte
Warren, at the college.

Speakers cited a shortage of truck
drivers industry-wide, although the
program at the college has grown since
its inception, partly thanks to multiple
financial-assistance programs, the di-

rector of truck driving at the college
said.

Curt Robinson, who is director of
truck driver training at LLCC, said he
has already met with a student who
should be able to take advantage of the
funding. The student meets guidelines

Federal grant to provide CDL training for 17 veterans in Springfield
Tom Ackerman
Springfield State Journal-Register

USA TODAY NETWORK

See CDL TRAINING, Page 3A

While the Sangamon County Board
approved a zoning permit for a $500
million data center, another one could
be coming to central Illinois.

Here’s what to know about the pro-
posed data center in Logan County.

The Hut 8 data center

Hut 8 is a Miami-based energy in-
frastructure platform integratingpow-
er through digital infrastructure like
data centers to support energy-inten-
sive projects. The corporation oper-
ates 19 data center sites across the
United States and Canada to support
cryptocurrency mining, AI and cloud
computing according to their website.

Where would the proposed
data center be located?

The proposed data center would sit
on 200 acres of land in Laenna Town-
ship and cost up to $5 billion to build.

How many jobs would the
proposed data center create?

The data center would create 1,500
temporary construction jobs. If ap-
proved and once completed, the data
center would have a community pres-
ence of at least 15 years according to
the company webpage for the site,
generate up to $65million a year in an-
nual property tax revenue, and create
200 permanent jobs, with some being
remote.

What about property taxes?

If estimates are true, Hut 8’s data
center would generate more than 10
times the property taxes of Cyru-
sOne’s proposed $6 million annually,
for centers nearing the same size.

One of many proposals

InAugust of 2025,Hut8announced
four data center project plans, totaling
1.5 gigawatts. According to the Depart-
ment of Energy, one gigawatt canpow-
er approximately 876,000 households

Latest info
on proposed
data center
in Logan
County
Claire Grant
Springfield State Journal-Register

USA TODAY NETWORK

See DATA CENTER, Page 2A


