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Smart glasses may
be recording you
INSIDE, 6A

If you’re dealing with high-interest payments, multiple bills, or a substantial
amount of debt, a debt consolidation loan may be the right solution for you.

I’M ALL EARS

Quick estimate. No obligation. See how much you could save each month.
We’re here to connect you with the best debt consolidation provider to achieve your financial goals.

That’s where LendBunny jumps in.

PAY OFF DEBT FASTER • ONE MONTHLY PAYMENT • LOWER INTEREST RATE • SAVE MONEY

Consolidate
your debt
into one
low monthly
payment
and take
control fast.
I’M READY 815-694-0788

S
tephenson County officials are praising the efforts of first responders,

school leaders and volunteers for their response to the April 17 tornado

that ripped through Lena. h During an April 20 news conference, those

managing cleanup and recovery credited students, teachers and staff

for their roles in making sure no one got hurt. The Lena tornado, which was

later classified as an EF2, caused signficant and widespread property damage,

but no injuries.

Response to Lena
tornado earns praise

Kyle Johnson of Lena captured this image after the April 17 storm swept through town. The National Weather Service
confirmed April 18 that the village had been struck by a tornado. PROVIDED BY KYLE JOHNSON

First responders, schools, students recognized
for making sure no one was hurt

Jeff Kolkey Rockford Register Star | USA TODAY NETWORK

See TORNADO, Page 3A

As the artificial intelligence indus-
try rapidly expands, state legislators
appear poised to continue imposing
regulations on the technology.

Committees in both chambers of
the Illinois General Assembly have
heard bills thatwould implement vari-
ous restrictions and give recommen-
dations on the use of AI in state gov-
ernment and certain industries. The
state already has some laws in place,
but legislators raised concerns about
the harm AI may still be causing con-
sumers.

On April 9 and 10, the Senate held
two virtual subject matter hearings on
nearly 50 bills about AI and consumer
protection, privacy, education and da-
ta centers.

Sen. Mary Edly-Allen, D-Liberty-
ville, pointed to social media as an ex-
ample of what happens when govern-
ment does not place guardrails on new
technology.

“If we got social media wrong, and
we did, we cannot afford to get AI
wrong,” Edly-Allen said. “Will we act
on the lessons we have already
learned?”

Industry stakeholders recommend-
ed lawmakers let the federal govern-
ment take control of regulating AI,
while acknowledging concerns about
its impact. The president, however,
declared via executive order in

‘HR is
what’s
been
missing’
AI explosion met
with debate over
regulation in Illinois

Jenna Schweikert
Capitol News Illinois

See DEBATE, Page 2A

Illinois residents are encouraged to
call 811 before starting any digging pro-
jects.

Thepractice,which is free, helps pre-
vent damage to underground utility

lines, according to a community an-
nouncement.

“Before a shovel hits the dirt, call 811
to have utility linesmarked.Hitting util-
ity lines can cause service outages and
even lead to injury or death. Stay safe
and remember there’s no project too
small for a call to 811,” said Doug Scott,
Chairman of the Illinois Commerce

Commission.
Illinois law requires homeowners

and professional excavators to call Joint
Utility Locating Information for Excava-
tors (JULIE) at 811at least threebusiness
daysbeforedigging. Projectsmustbegin
within 10 working days of the call, and
locate requests have a 25-day life span,
according to the announcement.

Illinois

The State One-Call Centers, managed
by JULIE and DIGGER within the city of
Chicago, operate 24 hours a day to pre-
vent contractors, gardeners and do-it-
yourselfers from hitting utility lines while

Digging this April? Illinois officials say call 811 first
Nida Tazeen
Rockford Register Star

USA TODAY NETWORK
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