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Rockford Roasting Co.
plans second location

Barista Paige Griffin serves customers during the first night of several open houses at Rockford Roasting Company at
Embassy Suites July 16, 2021, in Rockford. scOTT P. YATES/ROCKFORD REGISTER STAR
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Rockford Register Star
USA TODAY NETWORK

ROCKFORD — Rockford Roasting Co.
LLC. has purchased the former Vin-
tage@501 and former Taco Libre build-
ingat 501E. State St. in downtown Rock-
ford with plans to open a second loca-
tion.

The $400,000 purchase from Steele’s
126 LL.C was recorded by the Winnebago
County Clerk’s Office March 19. The new
location will allow Rockford Roasting Co.
owner Benjamin Chauvin to consolidate

his roasting and pastry operations while
expanding the company’s offerings, said
John Phelps, executive director of the
Rockford Local Development Corp.,
which financed the transaction.

“He currently roasts coffee offsite and
makes his pastries offsite,” Phelps said.
“So all of that will be brought into 501 E.
State and then he will expand the menu
and the hours, run a coffee shop with
some limited breakfast service and lim-
ited evening service.”

Launched in 2014, Rockford Roasting
Co. roasts its own coffee beans, offers a
variety of teas, snacks, food items and

ice cream and is a favorite coffee hang-
out for many in downtown Rockford.

It moved in 2020 to its current loca-
tion on the first floor of the Embassy
Suites by Hilton Rockford Riverfront,
416 S. Main St., from the 200 block of N.
Main Street.

Chauvin did not return phone and
email messages seeking comment

Jeff Kolkey writes about govern-
ment, economic development and oth-
er issues for the Rockford Register Star.
He can be reached at (815) 987-1374, via
email at jkolkey@rrstar.com and on X
@jeffkolkey.

Program
aims to
prevent
flooding
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The city of Rockford has launched a
program to encourage residents to
help prevent flooding and keep streets
clean by adopting storm drains.

The Adopt-A-Drain program is a
community effort to mitigate flooding
and protect waterways, according to a
community announcement.

There are 24,043 storm drains
along 779 miles of roadway in Rock-
ford.

How to participate

Residents can find a drain near their
home or workplace and clean the grate
once a month or before a storm, ac-
cording to the announcement.

Debris should be disposed of prop-
erly.

Spring, summer and fall are key
times to clean drains, as heavier rain-
falls, grass clippings and leaves can
clog them.

Safety guidelines include wearing a
reflective safety vest, appropriate
clothing and work gloves. Hazardous
items such as chemicals and sharps
should be avoided, and the grate
should never be removed from the
storm inlet.

If the inlet is clogged within the
structure, residents should contact
the city at 779-348-7175.

Proper tools such as shovels, rakes
and garbage pickers should be used,
and participants should be aware of
their surroundings.

See DRAINS, Page 2A

21 things to do this weekend in the Rockford area

Kathi Edwards
Special to the Rockford Register Star

The weekend brings Cars & Coffee
2026, Bunny Bash and Killers of Tony,
along with Easter egg hunts, fundrais-
ers, live music and more to the Rockford
area.

Coral Cove Annual Easter Egg Hunt

What: The Easter egg hunt is for chil-
dren age 13 and younger. There will also

Leafguard
20% off

be a bounce house, an egg cracking par-
ty and a craft workshop.

When: Noon April 3

Where: Coral Cove, 586 Progressive
Lane, South Beloit

Cost: $12 per child; two for $22

Good Friday at the Coronado

What: The evening will consist of

quiet moments of reflection as well as
appropriately loud moments of singing
our thanks to the One who gave His all
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for us. There will be a short sermon as
well as singing together and Scripture
reading. Seating is first-come, first-
served. Event parking in the Pioneer Ga-
rage is free.

When: 6 p.m. April 3 (doors open at 5
p-m.)

Where: Coronado Performing Arts
Center, 304 N. Main St., Rockford

Cost: Free

Cars & Coffee 2026

PROTECTS YOUR HOME AGAINST

SECIMENT

What: Cars & Coffee — Rockford is
held the first Saturday of each month
from April through October. A different
car group will be featured each month.
Anyone is welcome to register and par-
ticipate. Enjoy coffee and food from Ka-
tie’s Cup, conversations about cars and
a sense of community.

When: 9 a.m. — noon April 4

Where: RPS205 Administrative
Building parking lot and along Seventh

See EVENTS, Page 2A
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The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
rrstar.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in

the bonus sections. Check it out today!
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