
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2026 | PEKINTIMES.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

SERVING TAZEWELL COUNTY

WIJAHG-10982w
Volume 145 | No. 93
To subscribe 309-346-1111
©2026 $1.00

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
pekintimes.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and
sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Ranking the field of 8 in
the College World Series
SPORTS, 1B

America’s Most Trusted
Gutter Protection!Gutter Protection!

Clog-free,
maintenance

free
gutters!

Call now for your
FREE estimate 309.306.1983Summer Savings:

Exclusive Deals on Leafguard Gutters

25+
Years

500,000+

Customers!

*Does not include cost of material. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all
current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount.
This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right
to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 6/30/26. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive a $100 VISA card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous
participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United
States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of
any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by VISA and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the
gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 6/30/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170,
Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203,
36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-
2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170,
Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322,WV055024, 005071, & 3466, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 0663233, 191456, GC-48219, GEN22-36941,
5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-
00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 6258, 23SFL-GC-0404, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN 0204113, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 25461,
168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-
000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 3753, 2959, 19612, DC-
052200604, 2622450, HICN â€“ 0204113, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, R7484, 101588, 2705176457,
RCE-47143, L201900981, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513,
2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC,
500180361, 604339569, 7484, RCE47143, 275054, IR796203, 19486, 1606, 1163, 126357, 13VH09010100, LC8336, 2015605717, 11650889-5501.

SCAN ME FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

20%OFF
TOTALPurchase*

$100
VISACARD
withyourFREE in-homeestimate!**OFFERENDS 6/30/26

Two strong, back-to-back earth-
quakes struck around the world on
June 8, reigniting worries that more
serious temblors could be on the way.

A quake with a magnitude of 7.8
struck the Philippines just before 7:40
a.m. local time, killingabout threedoz-
en people and injuring many more. It
triggered tsunami warnings across
multiple countries, collapsed build-
ings and toppled power lines.

A rare earthquake also struck off
the western coast of Cuba in the after-
noon with a magnitude of 6.1. It was
felt as far away as parts of Florida, re-
ported theUSATODAYNetwork, Flori-
da. Authorities in Cuba haven’t report-
ed major damage or casualties from
the quake. An earthquake that strong
hadn’t been felt in the area since a 6.0
in 1880, according to the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey’s Paul Earle.

But experts say such oddball earth-
quakes are a reminder that seismolo-
gists don’t yet have a way to predict
with any precision when they may
strike, or exactly where.

“There is no sign of a link between
these earthquakes in Cuba and the
Philippines, and no reason to expect
unusual events as a consequence of
them,” said Brandon Schmandt, pro-
fessor at Rice University and seismol-
ogy expert. “No one can predict earth-
quakes.”

But experts do studywhat areas are
at a long-term risk for a strong quake.

“However, by investigating faults
and past quakes, scientists can better

2 strong
earthquakes
recorded on
same day
Occurrence is
uncommon, but not
unprecedented
Jeanine Santucci
USA TODAY

See EARTHQUAKES, Page 3A

What earthquake
magnitudes mean
According to Michigan Technological
University, earthquake magnitudes
can have the following effects:

h Below 2.5: Generally not felt

h 2.5 to 5.4:Minor or no damage

h 5.5 to 6.0: Slight damage to
buildings

h 6.1 to 6.9: Serious damage

h 7.0 to 7.9:Major earthquake, serious
damage

h 8.0 or greater:Massive damage, can
destroy communities

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the
number of people covered by Medicaid
rose month after month – an unusual
pattern for the government’s insurance
program for people with low incomes
and disabilities.

Why? A policy of continuous cover-
age during the pandemic essentially
halted Medicaid disenrollment to make
it easier for people to stay insured dur-
ing the public health emergency. By
early 2023, enrollment had reached an
all-time high of more than 94 million
people.

Then the trend abruptly reversed.
Between April 2023 – when states

began resuming eligibility checks that
had beenpaused during the pandemic –
and mid-2025, more than 25 million
people were disenrolled fromMedicaid.
The process became known as the

“Great Unwinding.”
As a health economist who studies

the effects of public policy on insurance
coverage and health outcomes, I’ve
been following these enrollment shifts
closely. Now that the unwinding has
mostly played out,Medicaid enrollment
data reveal a fragmented, state-by-
state picture. Coverage losses were not
evenly distributed, reflecting differ-
ences in how states carried out eligibil-
ity checks and how much administra-
tive burden they placed on eligible peo-
ple trying to stay enrolled.

That patchwork of state policies still
matters now. Under the 2025 budget

law, as of Jan. 1, 2027, states will have
to enforce new Medicaid work rules
and more frequently check eligibility
for many adults who gained coverage
during the expansion. So the same ad-
ministrative differences exposed by
the rollbackofMedicaid coverage after
the pandemic are likely to play a role
again in who keeps their coverage and
who loses it.

Pandemic enrollment jump

Before the pandemic, Medicaid and
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, which provides coverage for
children in families with modest in-
comes, together covered about 71 mil-
lion Americans.

Normally, people must regularly re-
new their eligibility for these programs
byconfirming their incomeandhouse-
hold information. States remove peo-
plewho no longer qualify orwho fail to
complete paperwork.

During the pandemic, however,
those routine disenrollments largely

25 million people lost
Medicaid after pandemic

During the pandemic, routine Medicaid disenrollments largely stopped as part of the March 2020 Families First
Coronavirus Response Act, which included a provision requiring states to keep most people continuously enrolled in
Medicaid in exchange for additional federal funding. DAVID DEE DELGADO/GETTY IMAGES

State policies shaped
who stayed covered

Aparna Soni
Indiana University

THE CONVERSATION

See MEDICAID, Page 2A

The most recent data shows that
Medicaid enrollment has largely
stabilized after several years of
dramatic change. As of December
2025, the most recent month for
which data is available, total
enrollment stands at roughly 76
million – above prepandemic levels
of about 71million but below the
pandemic peak of 94.1million.


