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By Clifford Ward
FOR THE LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

Four juveniles were taken into custody
following a fatal shooting inWaukegan that
promptedanhourlongpolicechasethrough
LakeCountyonMondaynight, accordingto
citypolice.

Thevictimisa29-year-oldZionman.His
identityhasnotyetbeenreleased.

Waukeganpolice said theywere called at
about7p.m.aboutshotsfiredinthe700block
ofLincolnAvenue.

Arriving officers said therewere numer-
ous shell casings at the scene andwitnesses
reported a white Nissan had fled the area.
The victim was taken to a hospital with
multiple gunshotwounds, and hewas later
pronounceddead,police said.

OfficersspottedtheNissanandattempted

tostopit,but thevehiclefled, leadingofficers
onachasethat lastedaboutanhour.Suspects
leaptfromthevehicleatvariouspointsduring
thechase, authorities said.

Police from North Chicago, the Lake
CountySheriff’sOffice,andtheIllinoisState
Police joinedWaukeganpolice inattempting
to stop thevehicle.

Eventually, ISP officerswere able to halt
the vehicle at aWaukegan location, police
said.

Officers collected evidence at several
points along the route of the chase, includ-
ing twofirearms.

Sofar,chargeshavebeenleviedagainstone
of thepeopleallegedly involved.

Daveion Gordon, 17, appeared in Lake
CountyCourtonWednesday,whereauthor-
ities said he has been charged with first-
degreemurder in thecase.

LakeCountyprosecutorshavefiledtohave
himdetained until trial, and JudgeMichael
NerheimsetaFridaydatetohearthatmotion.
In themeantime,Gordonwill remain in the
custody of juvenile authorities at theHulse
DetentionCenter.

Waukeganpolicearecontinuingto inves-
tigate the shooting.

Teen charged inWaukegan killing
3 other juveniles also in custody after shooting
of Zionman followed by hourlong police chase

By Steve Zalusky
DAILY HERALD

This isn’t your father’s or your
grandfather’sfirestation.

BuffaloGrove’sFire Station25
at 505 W. Dundee Road had its
grandopeningonSept.16,andone
thingstoodout: thevillage’scom-
mitmenttothehealthandsafetyof
itsfirefighters.Theresult,officials
said, promises to also benefit the
residents.

Buffalo Grove leaders, village
staffmembersandresidentsgath-
ered to celebrate the opening of
the station and tour the state-of-
the-art facility.

The station was designed by
FGM Architects and Frederick
Quinn Corp. managed construc-
tion of the project, which came
in slightly under its $10.1million
budget, officials said.

It replaces a half-century-old
stationthatwastorndown.

“Itwas limping along,” project
manager Adam Slotkus said. “It
hadmultiple repairs throughout
theyears.At somepoint, 50years
catchesupwithyou.”

Village President Eric Smith
said the new station gives fire-
fighters themodernspace,equip-
ment and resources they need to
workat thehighest level.

“Todayisaboutmuchmorethan
abuilding,”hesaid.“It’saboutour
shared commitment to public
safety, preparedness and the peo-
plewhoanswerthecallwhenweor
ourneighborsneedhelpthemost.”

FireChiefLarryKaneandDep-
uty Chief Shawn Collins touted
upgrades, including high-speed
overhead doors that improve
responsetimeandsaveonenergy
costsduringthewinterbykeeping

thecoldairout.
The building also is environ-

mentally friendly, with red and
green LED lights by the doors,
indicatingwhether theyareopen
orshut.Elsewhere, lightingiscon-
trolled by occupancy sensors to
saveonelectricity.

Exhaust fumes fromfire vehi-
cles are kept out of the station by
hosesthathookontothefiretruck’s
tailpipe.Itisanimportantimprove-
mentgivenconcernsaboutcancer
affectingfirefighters,officialssay.

Individual bunk rooms have
climatecontrolsandprogramma-
blealerts thatreduceunnecessary
sleep interruptions.

“Studiesshowthatforfirefight-
ers, repeated interruptionscause
stressonyourheart,causecardio-
vascular issues, but sleepdisrup-

Newfire station ‘much
more than a building’

Buffalo Grove celebrates opening of state-of-the-art facility

By Mick Zawislak
DAILY HERALD

A Mundelein middle school
teacher who also serves as the
girls’ juniorvarsityvolleyballcoach
at Mundelein High School was
arrested Tuesday on allegations
that heunlawfully video-recorded
a female student, police said.

Dagoberto Diaz, 48, ofMunde-
lein, is charged with one felony
count of unauthorized video
recording of a juvenile, stemming
fromaninvestigationlaunchedAug.
18 when school officials reported
the accusation to police, authori-
ties said.

“Whilewearedeeplytroubledby
thissituation,wearealsoincredibly
proudof thestudentswhodemon-
strated courage to speak upwhen
somethingdidnotfeelright,”Super-
intendent Corey Tafoyawrote in a
message Tuesday sent to families
and staff at Mundelein High and
CarlSandburgMiddleSchool.

TafoyaheadsupbothMundelein
ElementaryDistrict75andMunde-
leinHighSchoolDistrict 120.

According to police, a student
reported that a coach had brought
her intoaroomtoperformstretch-
ing and jumping exercises. She
reported that she observed the
coachholdingacellphoneandsawa
flashfromthephone, leadingherto
believehewasphotographingher.

The student immediately
reported the incident to school
staff, police said, and detectives
identifiedDiazas thecoach.Diaz’s
cellphonewasseizedbydetectives,
and a forensic analysis conducted
viasearchwarrantrevealedseveral
images and videos that corrobo-
rated the student’s account, police
said.

Diazwasplacedon leave imme-
diately after the student reported
his behavior, and he has not been
permittedto interactwithstudents
or be on either school’s property,
Tafoya said.

The district will take “all the
necessary steps” to fire him, he
added.

MUNDELEIN

Coach is
accused of
recording
student
48-year-old on leave;
he’s also a teacher at
nearbymiddle school

Adoublewitchinghourtook
placethisweek.Wemovedinto
thefallequinoxonTuesday,while
early in-personballotingbegins
Thursdayforthemidtermelection.
Decidewhich ismore import-

ant: indulging inpumpkinspice
foodanddrinkorvoting for candi-
dateson theNov. 3ballot.Tough
decision.

Especially considering that
formanyvoters inLakeCounty,
there are fewchoices tomake
when they trudge to thepolls in
less than sixweeksor takepart
in early voting. Sixteen local
candidates, all of them incum-
bentDemocrats, areunopposed
andwillwaltz intoofficewithout
being challenged.
Early votingwill beheld in the

lobbyof theLakeCountyBuild-
ing indowntownWaukegan
from9a.m. to 5p.m. throughOct.
16.Countywide in-personearly
votingopensOct. 19 at selected
locations,while voter registration
takesplaceup toNov. 2 at various

sites.
Those electing for early voting

will finda sparse lineupof candi-
dates. LandofLincolnRepub-
licansfinally cobbleda slate of
no-namecandidates—except for
gubernatorial long shotDarren
Baileymakinghis second try
tounseatGov. JBPritzker— to
oppose entrenched statewide
Democrats.
The same is true inLake

County asDemson theCounty
Boardhold a supermajority, like
their legislative counterparts in
Springfield.CountyGOPsters
rustledupa fewcandidates, but
moreRepublicanblank spaces are

listedon the local fall ballot than
challengers.
FiveDemocratic legisla-

tive candidates areunopposed.
The last twoRepublican state
lawmakers inLakeCounty face
Democratic challengers.
Otherunopposed races include

two for trusteeon theNorth
ShoreWaterReclamationDistrict
board; twocountywideposts,
ClerkAnthonyVegaandRegional
Schools SuperintendentMichael
Karner; and sevenCountyBoard
Dems.There areRepublican
challengers in sixCountyBoard
contests.
It’s a sorry state of affairs

for apolitical party that once
controlledLakeCounty anda
fewyears agoat leastmadean
attempt tobe the loyal opposition.
Statewide and locally,Republi-
canshave lost theirmessage to
persuadevoters to choose them.
Theymayfind themselves

further in thehole afterNov. 3,
although it can’t getmuchworse
for theGOP. Illinoisans, like their
fellowAmericans, are suffering
fromrecord-high fuel prices,
risingprices at thegrocery store,
and soaring costs fromenergy to
clothing.

This is what Lake County voters should really be worried about

See SELLE on Page A2

See COACH on Page A2

Buffalo Grove Deputy Fire Chief Shawn Collins shows off new equipment during a tour of the village’s new Fire Station 25 during its grand
opening on Sept. 16. The old station was torn down. STEVE ZALUSKY/DAILY HERALD PHOTOS

The new fire station has a hose
that extracts vehicle exhaust and
vents it outside the station. See STATION on Page A3
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