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By Steve Sadin
FOR LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

Meetingwith a group of senior
citizens, U.S. Rep. Brad Schnei-
der, D-Highland Park, wanted to
talk about the upcoming anniver-
sary of Social Security, whichwas
signedinto lawonAug.14, 1935.But
his audiencewanted to talk about
currentevents.

“What are you going to do
about the Democrats who are so
extreme?”onetownhallparticipant
asked, referring tomembers of the
Democratic Socialists of America

whose candidates have recently
won several Democratic primary
electionsacross thecountry.

“Why did (President Donald)
Trump cut out Medicaid?” Dan
Fagin, the president and CFO of
CJESeniorLife, asked.

Schneideransweredthoseques-
tions andmore, as well as talking
about the future of Social Security
duringasenior townhallThursday
at the Weinberg Community for
Senior Living in Deerfield, giving
the crowd ofmore than 40 people
insight intothestateof thecountry.

AskedwhatDemocratswilldo if
they gain control of theU.S.House
of Representatives in the Nov. 3
midtermelection,Schneidersaidhe
hopes themajority is large enough

that U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries,
D-NewYork,becomesspeakerwith
theability toget lawspassed.

Just as current Speaker Mike
Johnson, R-Louisiana, has people
in his caucus who stymie legisla-
tion, Schneider does notwant that
tohappeninaDemocrat-controlled
Congress.Hesaidtherearesimilar-
ities between the extremes inboth
parties.

Both the Democratic Socialists
and members of the Republican
Freedom Caucus are isolation-
ist and exclusive in their desire to
push their values with little to no
compromise,Schneidersaid.Then
hedistinguished them.

Schneider holds townhall for seniors
Lawmaker’s focus goes
beyond Social Security

U.S. Rep. Brad Schneider, D-Highland Park, talks about Social Security
and current events during a senior town hall Thursday in Deerfield.
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Withfilmmakinggainingafirm
foothold in the state, suburbs like
Naperville, Lisle andLongGrove
haveeitherputguardrails inplace
toprotecttheirtownsorarework-
ingtowardthatgoal.

Filmmaking is big business
in Illinois, with expenditures in
the state reaching a record $703
million in 2025, according to the
IllinoisDepartmentofCommerce
andEconomicOpportunity’sOffice
ofFilm.

Thestateissuedmorethan$200
million intaxcredits lastyear, said
PeterHawley, Illinois FilmOffice
director.

“We’re gettingmore andmore
feature films coming to Illinois,”
Hawley said. “They’re not on
soundstages.They’realmostallon

locations.”
Hawleysaid90%oftheproduc-

tion in the state is in theChicago
area. That activity is exhibiting
suburbansprawl.

Long Grove has been one
community reaping the benefits.
Its rural charm has provided an
attractive background forChrist-
mas-themedromance.

Now the village is discussing
amendingthevillage’scodetoinsert
guidelines on commercial filming
orphotography.Theproposedordi-
nancewouldestablishfeesof$250

perdayforsmallproductionswith
10peopleorfewer,$500perdayfor
mediumproductionswithbetween
11and30people,and$1,000perday
for largeproductionswithgreater
than30people.

“Itwould clarifywhat the fees
and process would be to receive
apermit tofilm in thedowntown
orLongGrove generally,”Village
ManagerChrisSparkmansaid.

Hesaidtheordinanceisintended
tooffsetsomeofthevillage’scosts.

Suburbs put guardrails
on filmmaking activities
Towns trying to
balance accessibility
with accountability

A worker on the set of the movie“Line Cooks”watches as actor David Pasquesi shoots a scene on Aug. 26 in downtown Naperville. CAROLYN
STEIN/NAPERVILLE SUN
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FOR LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

Apartner at a Chicago law firm
willbesworn in later thismonthas
LakeCounty’snewassociate judge.

SariW.Montgomerywaselected
tothebenchbyavoteofLakeCoun-
ty’s Circuit Court judges. Shewill
replace Judge Luis Berrones, who
is retiring.

“Sari Montgomery is widely
respected for her exceptional
work in legal ethics and profes-
sionalresponsibility,havingdevoted
nearly three decades to advancing
the highest standards of the legal
profession,” Chief Judge Daniel
Shanes said. “Her career reflects a
career defined by excellence, fair-
ness,andservice.Shewillundoubt-
edly bring those same qualities to
thebench.”

Montgomery, who is a partner
at the firm of Robinson, Stewart,
Montgomery and Doppke, spent
morethanadecadeassenior litiga-
tion counsel for the Illinois Attor-
ney Registration andDisciplinary
CommissionoftheIllinoisSupreme
Court. The ARDC is the body that
investigates and hears complaints
against lawyers.

Since 2010, she has represented
lawyers and judges in disciplinary
proceedings,accordingtoherfirm’s
website.

“It is thehonorofmycareertobe
appointedasanassociate judge for
the19thJudicialCircuit. Iappreci-
ate and amhumbled by the confi-
dencethecircuit judgeshaveplaced
inme and look forward to serving
theLakeCountycommunity inthis
newrole,”Montgomery said.

She is a graduate of theUniver-
sityofChicagoandLoyolaUniver-
sity’sCollegeofLaw.Montgomery
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A newly hatched piping plover briefly ventures out on its own at
Montrose Beach Dunes on June 16 in Chicago. JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO
TRIBUNE

By Finnegan Belleau
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Astemperatureshoveredaround
80degreesandfewcloudsobscured
abrightbluesky,manypeople took
theopportunity toenjoyasummer
day last week atMontrose Beach.
Children dug holes in the sand.
Families kicked around soccer
balls. And some cautiously waded
intowateragainst crashingwaves.

At a nearby stone pier, people
participated in a different type of
entertainment:bird-watching.Pres-
ent in the areawere theAmerican
herring gull,mallards and sander-

lings.Butenthusiastswalkingtothe
edge of a fenced-off sanctuary kept
askingeachotherthesamequestion:
Hadanyoneseenapipingplover?

The tiny, sand-colored shore-
birds— aswell asNorthAmerica’s
tallest bird and anunusual dragon-
fly — are among many animals in
theMidwest that may be affected
by recent changes weakening the
EndangeredSpeciesAct,theprimary
lawoutliningconservationofat-risk
wildlife intheU.S.

Alongside other alterations, the
administrationofPresidentDonald
Trump changed the definition of
“harm” to no longer include signif-
icant modification of endangered
species’habitats.Expertsandadvo-
cates say this changewill put these
speciesatriskofextinction.

“If you take water away from a
fish,you’regoingtoharmthatfish,”

said Ben Greuel, national wildlife
campaign manager at the Sierra
Club. “You’re takingaway thehabi-
tat it needs to survive. That was
a common sense element of the
EndangeredSpeciesAct.”

EVEN LESS PROTECTION
Greuel identified the piping

plover as one animal at significant
riskdue to thechange inhowharm
is defined, saying the birds are an
Endangered Species Act “success
story.”

The Great Lakes’ piping plover
population reachedanall-time low
of about 13 pairs in the 1980s after

Federal changes could threatenMidwest wildlife
Piping plovers,
dragonfliesmay be
hurt by alterations
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