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AWeek of Possibilities
Thousands volunteer at AbbVie effort for children in North Chicago
By Steve Sadin
FOR LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

Making paper airplanes at
school is usually discouraged by
educators, but during AbbVie’s
Week of Possibilities, it was part
of thecurriculumatEvelynAlex-
ander Elementary School in
North Chicago, where dozens of

company volunteers mentored
studentswithSTEMprojects.

Kelly Gallego, the execu-
tive program director for North
Chicago Community Partners,
whichpartneredwithAbbVieon
localWeekofPossibilitiesevents,
said they created a STEMcarni-
valtogethertohelptheyoungsters
creatively learn science, technol-

ogy, engineeringandmath.
Among the activities was an

engineering challenge, which
involvedmakingapaperairplane.
Gallegosaid thestudentsworked
with thementors fromAbbVie, a
global pharmaceutical company
thatmakes life-savingmedicines,
todevelopaeronauticalengineer-
ing skills.

“They designed the paper
airplane and tested them by
throwingthemattargets,”Gallego
said, as smiles came to the chil-
dren’s faceswhentheplanes they
craftedglided through theair.

AbbVie volunteers at Evelyn
Alesander Elementary were

North Chicago elementary school students and mentors from AbbVie fly paper airplanes they made as part of a STEM workshop during the
company’s annual Week of Possibilities on Wednesday. STEVE SADIN/FOR THE LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

By Rebecca Johnson
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

ShaeveWhitecouldn’t fallasleep.
Therewasa feelingdeep inhergut
that somethingwasn’t right.

Tiredof tossingandturning, she
dragged herself out of bed and sat
in her office. That’s when she got
a call fromher grandma. Between
tearsandthesoundsofpolice inthe
background,shetoldWhitethather
momhad been killed in a hit-and-
run.

White remembers thinking that
she’dneverheardhergrandmacry
before.

“I haven’t been the same since,
honestly,” the 34-year-old Sauk
Village resident said.

About fourmonthsafterShanna
White, 50, was fatally struck by a
vehicle inWinthropHarbor, near
the Wisconsin border, the police
departmentannouncedonMonday
that the alleged driver turned
himself in to police in Lakewood,
Colorado. He remains in custody
pending extradition proceedings,

Search for
Winthrop
Harbor
hit-and-run
Suspect alleged to be
responsible in death

InJuneandearlyJuly,walk
alonga slow-moving shallow
streamorcreek inanywoodlands,
evenvery small ones, andyou
might spotwhat looks likeablack
butterflyflitteringnear thewater
oramongvegetation.

Acloser lookreveals an irides-
cent insectwithametallic green
orblackbodyanddeepblack
wings. It’s theebony jewelwing,
a typeofdamselfly.The female is
just as lovely, thoughabitduller,

andsports awhite spotnear the
tipof eachwing.

Ebony jewelwingsmight sound
likemythical creatureshiding
in thewoods, but they really are
quiteeasy tofind, even for the
casualnatureobserver, and the
best time to see themis inJune.

ThisJune, I foundebony jewel-
wings,maleand female, cavorting
alongBuffaloCreekat a littlepark
inLongGrove.AnotherJune, I
stoodonabridgeandpeered into
acreekwithgentlyflowingwater
andspotted twomalesatReed
TurnerWoodland inLongGrove.

I’ve seen themalongIndian
Creek inMundeleinandmany
otherplacesclose tohome.Just
theotherday, a female landedona
patchofgrassnext toavegetated

creek.
Damselflies are the smaller

counterpartsofdragonflies.They
fold theirwingswhenperched,
whiledragonflieshold them
outward.Dragonflyeyesappear
tobe touching,whiledamselfly
eyesare fartherapart.Damselflies
don’tflyaswell asdragonfliesand
oftenremainclose tovegetation
near thewater’s edge.

Jewelwingsare fun towatch
because theygather in small
groups,maybe fourorfivecling-
ing to leavesabove thewaterand
showingoff their colors.

Theadult jewelwingdamselfly
emergesat about theendofMay,
disappearing inmid-summer,

OUTDOORS

It’s time for breedingmartins, jewelwings andmore

By Clifford Ward
FOR LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

A Gurnee man testified Thurs-
dayinhisLakeCountymurdertrial
aboutthefightthatendedhisbroth-
er’s life early on Christmas Day in
2022.

KevinBiron-Bomis, 54, became

tearyafterabout90minutesoftesti-
mony, describing a night of holiday
cheer that endedwith the death of
hisbrotherBrandon.

“Had I not allowedhim to come
tomyhouse,andhadwenotgoneto
those bars, noneof thiswouldhave
happened,” Biron-Bomis said as he
wipedhiseyeswithahandkerchief.

He is chargedwith first-degree
murderinhisbrother’sdeath,which
happenedduringafightatthedefen-
dant’sGurneehouse.

Earlier, the brothers had gone to
their father’s Glencoe home for a
holiday get-together, and they later
visitedseveralbarsintheGurneeand
Waukeganarea.

At their final stop at a bar, they
had been asked to leave after Bran-
donhadanegative interactionwith

apatron, andKevinhadpushedhis
brother,whichsentBrandonsprawl-
ingontothebarfloor.

After the brothers returned to
Kevin’shouse,Biron-Bomistestified
thatheplannedtodrivehisbrother
home to Glencoe when Brandon
pushedhim,andtheyendedupina
scuffleonthefloor.

Hetestifiedthathisbrotherbegan
punching him in the back—Kevin
said he had back surgery a year

before andhad sciatica— and that
he “saw red.” Biron-Bomis said he
punched his brother five to seven
times intheface.

“It happened so fast. Therewas
notimetothink,”hesaid.“Itwasjust
reaction.”

Biron-Bomissaidhisbrotherwas
still breathing,butminutes later,he
apparentlystopped.Thedefendant
saidhe tried to splashwater onhis
brotherand thencalled911.

Gurneeman recounts deadly fight
Testimony: Brother killed on Christmas Day

Purple martins fly around manmade houses in June. SHERYL DEVORE/
FOR THE LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

Shaeve White holds a photo
of her mother, Shanna White,
outside her home in Sauk Village
on Wednesday. ANTONIO PEREZ/
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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