
T U E S D AY, M AY 1 2 , 2 0 2 6 | C H I C A G O T R I B U N E . C O M / S U B U R B S | $ 2 . 0 0

IllinoisGov. JBPritzkerblames
theadministrationofPresident
DonaldTrumpfor thehighgaso-
linepriceswefindaswefillup.
He’snotwrong.

But thegovernorcan take some
of the sting fromIllinoisansby
declaringagas-taxholidayuntil
fuel costs return toat least last
year’spumpprices.Fellowgover-
nors in IndianaandKentucky

havealreadydonesoas thecost
of gasolineanddieselhasnearly
doubled inprice since the Iranair
warbegan in lateFebruary.

EvenPritzker’snemesis,
Trump,hashintedat adrop in the
federal gas tax.

We’renowata four-yearhighat
thenational level for fuel.March
gasprices roseabout25%,accord-
ing togovernmentconsumerprice
data, andhavebeenclimbingever
since.

Gasolinecostshave inched
upward in Illinois and inLake
County to justbelow$5agallon.
At leastonecounty location last
weekhad thepumpprice listed
atover$5agallon, including state
and federalmotor fuel taxes, for

thosewhopaywithcredit cards.
Premiumgas is about$1more, as
isdiesel.

Oneof the reasons forprices
higher thanneighboring states is
the Illinoispracticeof applying
sales taxes to thecostof gasoline
after themotor fuel tax is charged
tomotorists. Sounds like regres-
sivedouble taxation, right?

Theaverageprice in Illinois for
regulargasolineonMondaywas
$4.97agallon, according toAAA;
thenational averagewas$4.52.
Remember thatmuchofwhat’s
raisedwith Illinois gas-taxmoney
is going tobail outour regional
mass transit agencies.

State’s drivers long for gas-tax holiday

By Steve Sadin
FOR LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

Children fromWaukegan, and
asfarawayasChicago,usedwords
like“cool,”“love,”“huge,”“pretty,”
and“amazing”todescribeXonita,
the world’s largest teddy bear,
measuring 63 feet from head to
pawandweighing four tons.

Parents matched their
offspring’s enthusiasm.

“I love it,” third-grader Sophia
BlaszczykofChicagosaid.“Ihave
my own,” she added, hugging a
children’s version of Xonita. It
is 17 inches long andweighs less
thanapound.

“It’s huge,” said Sophia’s
motherAgatha. “It’s in theGuin-
ness Book ofWorld Records.We
had to see it.”

“It’scool,” saidSilasCornelius,
a fourthgraderatAndrewCooke
Magnet Elementary School in
Waukegan. “It’s sobig.”

“It’ssimplymagnificent,”added
Silas’mother,Crystal. “Wehadto
comehereandsee it.”

“I’ve never seen such a big
teddybear,”SophiaSalinas,afifth
grader fromWaukegan, said.

“I’ve never seen anything
like it,” added Sophia’s mother,
Yasminda. “This is the world’s
biggest bear, and it comes from

Mexico,” she added, referring to
thecountryofherparents’ birth.

The Blaszczyk, Cornelius and
Salinas families were among
approximately 10,000 people
who saw Xonita Saturday and
Sunday at theWaukeganMunic-
ipal Beach, excited to get a look,
take pictures, and, in some cases,
buytheirownsmallerversionsof
thebear.

Older children in the Salinas
family were no less enthusiastic
aboutXonita.

Natalie, a Waukegan High
School junior, was both proud
that the bear came fromMexico
and taken aback by its size. Her

middle-school sister Nicole also
liked the familyouting.

“It’s fantastic,” she said. “It’s
amazing to see.”

Waukegan Mayor Sam
Cunningham let his imagination
takecontrolashewonderedwhat
abear likeXonitacoulddofor the
ChicagoBears.Hesaidinanemail
Monday that he may not move
fast,buttheoppositionmighthave
ahard timegettingpasther.

“If Xonita were to suit up for
theoffensiveline, thequarterback
would easily be the safest person
in the league, and her presence

Giant teddy bear draws
thousands toWaukegan

A crowd of 125 people gathered for a group picture with Xonita, the world’s largest teddy bear, on Sunday during the second day of its visit to
Waukegan Municipal Beach. CITY OF WAUKEGAN
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Getting a pothole repaired,
a fallen tree removed, graffiti
scrubbed from a building or a
number of tasks fallingwithin the
purview of theWaukegan Public
Works Department recently
becameeasier for city residents.

With the launchof anewpublic
works online portal, Alonzo
Jenkins, the supervisor of public
works, said residents — or anyone
else—canprovide thedepartment
with quick, precise information
around theclock.

“Wehavemadetheprocessvery
easywith this newdigital system,”
Jenkins said Friday. “It lets resi-
dents report repairs and concerns
theymay have. It’s available 24/7
by email. It’s directed to the right
department.”

The new portal for theWauke-
ganPublicWorksDepartmentwent
liveonlineonApril27,givingpeople
the ability to report problems or
concerns at any time, with a quick
responseguaranteed.

Jenkins saidwhensomeonehas
a need or concern, they access the
portalonthecity’swebsite,findthe
specific subject, give the details of
the situation, provide the loca-
tion and upload a picture if possi-
ble. Updates will be generated at
each stage of the process through
completion.

MayorSamCunninghamsaid in
anemailFriday that it is important
tomake connectionswith the city
aseasyaspossible.Theportal isone
way of easing the connection. It is
one of theways he hopes tomake
government work better for city
residents.

“Thistoolputsaccessibility front

WAUKEGAN

Public
works
portal
launched

Local officials break ground on the Lewis Avenue detention basin in
North Chicago,, which will be a passive park most of the time. CITY OF
NORTH CHICAGO

By Steve Sadin
FOR LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

ByearlyNovember,hundredsof
homesandotherbuildings inNorth
Chicagowillno longerbe indanger
of flooding every time it rains, and
Neal Math & Science Academy
middleschoolwillhaveanoutdoor
classroomwhenanearbydetention
basin is completed.

For decades, homes and other
buildings near the intersection of
20thStreetandLewisAvenuehave
flooded when it rains because all
rainwater east of Green Bay Road
moves downhill into LakeMichi-
gan.

Whentheworkiscompletedthis

fall, heavy rains will flow into the
basinand thenslowlydrainwithin
a day into the lake. North Chicago
Mayor Leon Rockingham Jr. said
Friday itwill improve the lives of a
lotofpeople.

“Theywill no longer have to go
into the basement and lift furni-
ture off theground toprotect their
possessions,”hesaid.“Thechildren
will have aplace to learn about the
vegetation.”

Rockingham,electedofficialsand
others involved with the project
brokegroundtostart thecreationof
a detention basin andpassive park
onMay 1 near the intersection of
Lewis Avenue and 20th Street to
preventflooding in thearea.

Greg Jackson, the city’s chief of
staff, said thedetentionbasin is the
start of a series of $55.7million of
infrastructure projects over the

next few years. The city will pay
$9.7millionwhile state or federal
fundingfinances the rest.

Though the major purpose of
thebasin is toeliminateflooding in
hundreds of homes, Jackson said
mostof the timetheareawill serve
asapassiveparkwherepeoplecan
sit orexplore.

SteveCieslica, an engineerwith
Trotter & Associates Inc., which
handles engineering for the city,
said theareaaroundLewisAvenue
has long had flooding issues. After
arain,watereastofGreenBayRoad
drainsintoLakeMichigan,whileon
thewest itgoes intotheMississippi
River.

As homeswere built in the area
in the 1930s, 1940s and into the
1950s, Cieslica said little attention

Detention basin tomitigate flooding in area of North Chicago
Rainfall levels
should bemitigated
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A Shell gas station advertises $5.599 a gallon for 87-octane gas in the
1700 block of West Armitage Avenue on April 9 in Chicago. JOHN J. KIM/
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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