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By Steve Sadin
FOR THE NEWS-SUN

Big smiles broke out on the faces of three
participants in theWaukegan ParkDistrict’s
Spring Break Adventures program Tues-
daywhen they learned the location of their
Wednesdayfield trip.

Emma Johnson, a third grader at the
AndrewCookeMagnet Elementary School
inWaukegan, was sittingwith two friends—
LeoCortezandJohnBolonos—takingabreak
fromcompeting on an obstacle course. They
were talking aboutwhat they likedabout the
weeklongprogram.

“Wetakealotoffieldtrips,”Emmasaid.“We
goto interestingplaces,” sheadded, referring
tothejourneytoRound1Bowling&Arcadein
GurneeMondayandBella’sBounciesTuesday.

Unawareofwheretheyweregoingthenext
day,Emma,Leo—anotherCookethirdgrader
—andJohn—afifth-gradestudentatSt.Anas-
tasia School—had little reaction toWednes-
day’ssojourntotheLongGroveConfectionery.

Waukegan Park District rolling
into Spring Break Adventures

Playing a guessing game are, from left, Emma Johnson, Leo Cortez and John Bolonos during the Waukegan Park District’s Spring Break
Adventures program Tuesday. STEVE SADIN/PHOTOS FOR THE LAKE COUNTY NEWS-SUN

By Angie Leventis Lourgos
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

When Archdeacon Michael
Choquette joins fellowdemonstra-
tors at the upcoming “No Kings”
protest inGrantParkthisweekend,
he intends towear a clerical collar
to sendamessage that “Christ is in
theworld.”

“And as a church, we should be
outtheretoo,”saidChoquetteofthe
Episcopal Diocese of Chicago. “I
see it as standing in solidaritywith
our brothers and sisters who find
themselves living in fearand living
inuncertainty.”

Adiversearrayof religious lead-
ers and clergy from across the
Chicago area plan to take part in
thereturnof“NoKings”protests—
what has become an iconic collec-
tionofmarchesanddemonstrations
against the Trump administration
held locally as well as around the
globe.

They say their faith compels
themtodoso.

“As United Methodists, we
believe that our faithful witness is
fundamentallypublic,”saidtheRev.
AbbyHolcombe of Urban Village
Church-West and River Forest
United Methodist Church. “We
advocate for compassion, justice
andpeace.”

The pastor, who plans to attend
a “NoKings” event inwest subur-
banOakPark,addedthatthefederal
government“terrorizesourneigh-
bors,hascommittedviolentacts in
othercountriesandhasrepeatedly
demonstratedawayofrulingthat is
antithetical tothekingdomofGod.”

“I expect there will be tons of
UnitedMethodistsat the ‘NoKings’
protest,” sheadded.

The main Chicago “No Kings”
eventatGrantPark is set tokickoff
at1:30p.m.Saturday.Organizerssay
it will feature music, a rally and a
march.

“AstheatrocitiesfromtheTrump
regimehavegrown,sohasourresis-
tance in Chicago and across the
country,” the event website states.
“Help us show the nation and the
world that Chicago is united in

Faithful
to rally at
‘No Kings’
marches
Many say their faith
compels them to join
rallies against Trump
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By Joseph States

More than aweek out from the
primary, the dust seems to have
settled for twoLakeCountyBoard
primaries, withDistrict 14 incum-
bent Esiah Campos and Republi-
can District 17 nominee Joe Salvi
heading to face their November
challengers.

The two races were the most
unusual of the Lake County board

election cycle, involving court
orders, last-minute decisions, and
accusations of political “shenani-
gans.”

While some minor questions
still remain for theDistrict 16 race,
Camposhasbeensenttothegeneral
election with about 1,300 votes
according to unofficial results. For
reference, that’s almost the same
as the total votes cast in the 2022
District 16 primary, which had

then-newcomer Campos receiv-
ing justover700votes.

The race sawon-againoff-again
challenger Juan Beto Ruiz ulti-
matelyremovedfromtheballotdue
to amissingmaternal surname on
hisnominationpetitions.

With his opponent removed
from the ballot, Campos is the de
factowinner, but he also claimeda
numericalwinonhis socialmedia,
sayingprojections indicated about

2,130 votes total in the district,
meaning he received about 58%of
thevotes.

But in the same post, Campos
acknowledged “tensions” that the
race had generated and the criti-
cismshefacedduringthecampaign,
pledging to grow and serve the
communitybetter.

HealludedtoOperationMidway
Blitz, the federal immigration
campaign targeting Chicago that

swept up surrounding communi-
ties including in Lake County, and
said it was important to present a
“unitedfront,” tothechallengesthe
community faces.

“Nowmorethanever,wecannot
allow ourselves to be divided.
These are real challenges facing
our community, and they require
unity,notdivision.Wearestronger
together,”Campos said.

Thecountof votes cast forRuiz

Pair of unusual board races settled
TwoLake County primaries involved court, last-minute decisions, political ‘shenanigans’ accusations

With incometaxday less than
amonthaway,wemight consider
withholding thatpartofourbills
that fund the IllinoisDepartment
ofChildrenandFamilyServices.
Time fora taxprotest aimed
squarelyatDCFS.
That’s because thosewhoover-

see, operateandwork for the state
agencydon’t seemtobedoing
their jobs.Evenafter receiving

more than$2.4billion in taxpayer
fundingduringfiscal year2025,
according to statebudgetfigures.
Somemayrememberback in

thebadolddaysof the 1960sand
‘70s, tax resisters roseup toprotest
theVietnamWar.Theprotesters,
as amatterof conscience, refused
topayany federal incometaxor
withheldwhat theyconsidereda
percentageof their taxbillwhich
funded thewar.
Doing the samewouldsenda

message toGov. JBPritzker that
DCFSneeds tobeheldaccount-
able for their inaction,most
recently the investigation into the
abuseandeventuallyFeb. 6death
of8-year-oldMarkellPierceof

RoundLakeBeach. JosephStates’
front-pageNews-Sunreport last
weekdetailedallegedmishandling
of theyoungster’s brutalhistory
overa four-yearperiod.
Of course, ifwedon’tpaya

portionofour state incometax
byApril 15,wewill face the same
consequencesasdid tax resisters
during theVietnamWar:Bricking
ofbankaccounts,wagegarnish-
ments, brusquevisits fromInter-
nalRevenueServiceagents, and,
possibly, jail time.
Andafter all that,Pritzkermay

notevenget thepoint ashe’sbusy
campaigning for the2028Demo-

Governor needs to shake up DCFS

A pair of youngsters use small skateboards to start an obstacle course at the Waukegan Park
District’s Spring Break Adventures program Tuesday.

Seasonal program offering
field trips, creative crafts
and indoor obstacle courses
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Gov. JB Pritzker answers questions after a recent roundtable at the
Illinois State Capitol in Springfield. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Charles Selle
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