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Abrother and sisterhave
beenchargedwithobstruction
of justice after authorities said
they lied about their involve-
ment in a fatal crash inOctober.
JordanRicks, 29, andAsia

Ricks, 23, bothofBeachPark,
were chargedafter an inves-
tigation revealed that they
misledpolice about the acci-
dent that killedDanielDavis,
56, ofBeachPark, according to
authorities.
Davis died on the night

ofOct. 18,whenhewas
travelling south onGreenBay
Road atwhat police saidwas
at high speed and ran into a
Kia thatmade a left turn in
his path at theChaplinDrive
intersection.
Thebrother and sister told

police that JordanRickswas
driving theKia at the timeand
Asiawas in thepassenger seat,
according to reports.However,
policenowsay thatAsiaRicks
was actually driving, and that
JordanRicks came to the scene
after the collision.
“The investigation revealed

the siblings fabricated the story
becauseAsiawas likelyunder
the influenceof alcohol at the
timeof the crashanddidnot
want tobeheld accountable for
her actions,” theLakeCounty
Sheriff’sOffice said.
Thepair turned them-

selves in forprocessing after
theywere indictedby agrand
jury.They are scheduled tobe
arraignedonAug. 28.

National NightOut
Anumberof policedepart-

ments acrossLakeCountywill
beparticipating in the annual
NationalNightOut event,
which takesplaceonTuesday.
NationalNightOut is a

nationwide campaignaimedat
fosteringbetter relationships
betweencommunities and
their policedepartments.

LAW & ORDER

Police say
siblings
lied about
fatal crash

BySteve Sadin
News-Sun

One way to reduce the number
ofhomelesspeople inLakeCounty
is to keep them in their homes
when they are put in a situation
where theymust choose between
paying rent or the mortgage and
another life necessity.
Liz Werning, the interim

director of housing counseling
programs for the Lake County
Housing Authority, said once a
person is forced out of their resi-
dencethroughevictionor foreclo-
sure, their problems can mount
exponentially.
“Once they have to pack up and

move out of their home, there are
somanymore things they have to
deal with,” Werning said. “There
may or may not be children in
school. They have to explain it on
a rental application.”
“We’retryingtohelphouseholds

on the verge of homelessness stay
in their homes,” addedEric Foote,
PADS’ director of finance and
operations. “A lot of people have
tomakedifficult choices.”
WaukeganTownshipSupervisor

Marc Jones said there are several
reasons an individual can fall
behind on rent or their mortgage
duetocircumstancesbeyondtheir
control, leavingthemwithexcruci-
atingchoices.Hisofficedealsregu-
larly with people in emergency
situations.
“In my experience there is a

wide array of potential hardships,
from a dissolution of marriage,

to unemployment, to unforeseen
medicalorhealthexpenses,”Jones
said.
Waukegan Township, the Lake

County Housing Authority, and
PADS Lake County are currently
working in partnership with the
Lake County Coalition for the
Homeless to help people stay in
their homes rather than join the
ranksof theunhoused.
All three organizations are

working on a $1.32 million grant
from the Illinois Department of
HumanServices funneledthrough
Lake County to provide help
countywide to anyone not more
thanthreemonthsbehindontheir
rentormortgageor inneedofhelp
tomakea securitydeposit.
Foote said applications will

be processed until the funds are
exhausted. Anyone who received
helpwithhousingpayments in the

past two years is not eligible. In a
rental situation,Werning said the
landlordmustagree toparticipate.
All three organizations are

processing applications — the
programcontinuesuntil the funds
are exhausted — but Jones said
onlyWaukeganTownship isassist-
ing those behindonamortgage or
utilities.
Werning said the hardship

cannotbeof the tenant’s orhome-
owner’s making. Jones said if the
individual is unemployed, they
must make an effort to find work.
Alongwithbringing themortgage
or rent current, the assistance can
cover thenext twomonths.
“They have to identify how the

hardship (came to be), and how
youwill have the income to allow
you to be sustainable,” Jones said.
“We can do a soft handoff to Lake
CountyWorkforceDevelopment,”

headded,asawaytohelp the indi-
vidual findwork.
Between the time the program

started on July 16 and July 25,
Jones said the township received
126 applications for assistance
fromaroundLakeCounty.Munic-
ipalities includeWaukegan,North
Chicago, and Zion. Beach Park,
Gurnee, Mundelein, Lake Bluff
andAntioch.
“Thesenumbers are staggering,

but they also reflect the impor-
tance of this valuable initiative,”
Jones said.
Mortgage and rent assistance

from the state began in earnest
with the onset of the coronavirus
pandemic. People started having
issues with rent and mortgage
payments then, and programs
through the statehave continued.
“It’s done nothing but go up

sinceCOVID,”Foote said.

‘A lot of people have tomake difficult choices’
Organizations using
state grant to fend off
local homelessness

BySteve Sadin
News-Sun

“Amazing”wasafrequentlyused
wordcoming fromchildren, teens
and their parents as they browsed
theshelves,nooks, andotherparts
of the freshly renovated Youth &
Teen Services Department of the
WaukeganPublicLibrary.
“It’s amazing,” Lucas Thomas,

a sixth grader at Robert Abbott
Middle School, said as he and his
fifth-gradebrother,Alex,explored
the STEM Station. “I like the
sciencepart. It’s fun.”
“This is amazing,” Maxte

Romero said as she watched her
children growing plants in the
Nature Lab next to the STEM
Station. “It’s educational.”
WhenTatianaMendez’s 4-year-

old daughter was asked what she

thought about the new, enlarged
bookshelves designed for volumes
fortheyoungestchildren,shelooked
aroundandgaveathumbs-upsign.
“I lovethis,”Mendezsaid.“It lets

youseethewholebook,andthere’s
lots of room.”
TheThomasbrothers,Romero’s

children,andMendez’syoungsters
wereamongthevisitorsatthegrand
opening and ribbon-cutting of the
Waukegan Public Library’s newly
renovated Youth & Teen Services
Department onWednesday, offi-
ciallyopening it to thepublic.
When the libraryopened in late

1965, deputy director Amy Gross-
mansaidthe lower levelwherethe
Youth and Teen Services Depart-
ment is located was nothing but a
basement.

Renovated youth services area
debuts atWaukegan library
‘A space designed to spark imagination, collaboration and a lifelong love of learning’
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Some traveled great distances,
some just a few miles. Either
way, Chicago Bears fans are once
again arriving in Lake Forest this
summer, seekingaglimpseofwhat
their favorite football team will
look like in2025.
Training camp is underway at

HalasHall,with theBearshosting
fans inpreparationfor theupcom-
ing regular season.
“It gives you a front rowexperi-

ence onwhat this seasonwill look
like,” Lake Forest’s Kelly Brincat
said at the July 30 practice, one of
severalopentothepublic fromlate
July intoAugust.
Many years fans say they come

to training camp to watch a high

profile new player. Last year that
was quarterback CalebWilliams
as the overall number one pick in
the 2024 draft entered his rookie
year. However, this year a main
focus isnewheadcoachBenJohn-
son, hired to turn around a team
coming off a disappointing 5-12
campaign.

LAKE FOREST

Fans come from near and far every
summer for Bears training camp

Bears tight
end Cole
Kmet signs
autographs
after the
July 30
practice
at Halas
Hall in Lake
Forest.
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Family members enjoy the Reading Nook in the Waukegan
Pubic Library’s newly renovated Youth & Teen Services

Department. STEVE SADIN/PHOTOS FOR NEWS-SUN

Children head to the STEM Station in the Waukegan Pubic Library’s
newly renovated Youth & Teen Services Department. Turn to Library, Page 3
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