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SPRINGFIELD – As the number of
datacenterskeeps increasing in Illinois,
a new poll found many residents are in
favorof regulations for thedata centers.

A recent poll conducted by Global
StrategyGroupsurveyed800 likelyvot-
ers across the state. The results showed
many are in favor of the POWER Act,
which would establish environmental,
water,andenergyregulationsforhyper-
scale data centers.

The proposed legislation was sup-
ported by a three-to-one margin, the
poll found.

Findings

Across party lines, support for the
“POWERAct”wasanetpositive for vot-
ers.

Those who oppose the POWER Act
primarily were Republican, and broken
down by upstate and downstate, the
majority of thosewho oppose the legis-
lationwereinCookCountyandChicago.

Out of the demographic, 52%, or just
over 400 voters said increasing utility
costs for local residents are one of their
top two biggest concerns about data
centers, behind transparency in agree-
ments between companies and politi-
cians toward the creation andmanage-
ment of centers.

Methodology

Global Strategy Group conducted a
survey of 800 likely 2026 voters in Illi-
nois between March 16 and March 19,
2026.Thesurveyhasamarginoferrorof
+/- 3.5%, according to Global Strategy
Group. Voters were given a brief de-
scription“Thiswouldregulatedatacen-
terstominimizetheir impactonourutil-
itybills,climate,andwater,whilestillal-
lowing themtobebuilt.”

Of the800 interviews, 530werecon-
ductedbytelephoneand270via text in-
vitation to a web-based survey. Global
Strategy Group said care was taken to
ensurethegeographic,political,andde-
mographic divisions of the population
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See POLL, Page 3A

Illinoisans who use an Android
phone can claim their share of a $135
million settlement.

There are few qualifications to be
part of the settlement.

Here's what to know.

What's the reason for the lawsuit?

The lawsuit, Taylor v. Google LLC, al-

leges that Google caused Android mo-
bile devices to transfer a variety of in-
formation to Google without users’ per-
mission, consumingusers’ cellular data,
according to the official settlementweb-
site.

Google denies wrong-doing.

Who is eligible to get paid?

All Android phone users in the U.S
are eligible to be part of the settlement.

Additionally, you need to have used
an Android mobile device to access the

internet throughacellularnetwork from
November 12, 2017, to present (the date
when the settlement receives final ap-
proval).

Potential claimants aredisqualified if
they are a class member in Csupo v.
Google LLC, which is a similar lawsuit
involving residents of California.

How to sign up?

Potential claimants do not need to
register.

Payments are capped at $100 per

classmember, according to aUSAToday
report.

When will payments be sent?

The next date in the process is the fi-
nal approval hearing that is scheduled
for June 23.

TomAckerman covers breaking news
and trending news along with general
news for the Springfield State Journal-
Register.

He can be reached at tacker-
man@usatodayco.com.
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CALGARY – Canada’s close ties to the
United States were once a strength but
have becomeaweakness, PrimeMinister
Mark Carney said on April 19 in a video
message to his country in which he also
praised the heroism of military leaders
who fought against U.S. invasion more
than twocenturies ago.

Holding up a small toy soldier depic-
tion of Gen. Isaac Brock, the British mili-
tary leader who died defending what is
now Canada from a U.S. invasion in the
Warof1812,CarneysaidCanadacan’tcon-
trol the disruption coming from its U.S.
neighbors, and can’t bet its future on the
hope that itwill suddenly stop.

“The situation today feels unique, but
we’ve faceddownthreats like thisbefore,”
Carneysaid, referencingBrockandsever-
al other Canadian historical figures, in-
cluding Chief Tecumseh who united In-
digenous nations across the Great Lakes
to resistU.S. expansion in1812.

Carney,who recently secured a parlia-
mentary majority for his Liberal govern-
ment, has said his electoral win will help
himdealmore effectively in the tradewar
startedbyPresidentDonaldTrump.

U.S.CommerceSecretaryHowardLut-
nick recently slammed Canada as a diffi-
cult tradingpartner.

Canada,whichsendsalmost70%ofits
exports to the United States, is due to re-
view the trilateral U.S.-Mexico-Canada
free trade treaty this year. U.S. officials

have suggested they want major
changes to thepact.

Aswellas imposingtariffsonCanadi-
an exports such as steel, aluminum and
autos, Trump has repeatedly mused
about annexing Canada and turning it
into the51stU.S. state.

Carney’s office did not immediately
respond to questions about why he had
released the video now andwhy he had
praisedfigureswho resistedU.S. expan-
sionism.

Carney said he plans to give regular
addresses to Canadians to update them
onwhathisgovernment isdoing togrow
Canada’seconomyanddefend itssover-
eignty.

“It’sourcountry,it’sourfuture,weare
takingbackcontrol,”he said.

Canadian PM: U.S. ties
have become a weakness

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney’s governing Liberal Party secured a majority by winning all three seats in special
elections on April 14. DAVID KAWAI/REUTERS FILE
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