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E
ileen Higgins won a historic victory in De-

cember. She became the first woman ever

elected mayor of Miami, as well as its first

Democratic mayor since 1997. h Although

the stakes in the city’s Dec. 9, runoff election were

high, interest was not − 4 in 5 registered voters

stayed home.

Low turnout is common in municipal elections across the
country. While much of the nation’s political attention stays
focused onWashington, the leaders who control the nation’s
streets, schools and neighborhoods are typically chosen by a
small fraction of citizens.

AlthoughmanyAmericans can identify theirU.S. senators
ormembersofCongress, far fewer cannameevenoneof their
local elected officials, such as a city council member. To cite
one example, a North Carolina study found that 86% of state
residents could not identify their own elected leaders, in-
cluding local government officials.

Foster hometown pride
to grow civic engagement

Regular community events, from farmers markets to fireworks, build emotional ties to a place. GETTY IMAGES

Local patriotism one cure for
sour feelings about politics
Sean Richey
Georgia State University | THE CONVERSATION

Turnout in local elections regularly falls below 20%,
often leaving critical decisions in the hands of small,
unrepresentative groups, creating an electorate that’s
disproportionately White, elderly and affluent.
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See LOCAL PRIDE, Page 4A

People who loved their town were more likely to attend
city council meetings, contact local officials, volunteer for
campaigns and discuss local issues with friends. The same
pattern held for civic participation – from volunteering
with community groups to organizing neighborhood
cleanups.

Despite recent work in Springfield,
the Chicago Bears appear to be poised
to leave the state.

Indiana lawmakers announced Feb.
19 that they have struck a deal to po-
tentially locate the football team’s new
stadium Hammond, Indiana, pending
the passage of the bill, according to a
report from the IndyStar.

The Chicago Bears released a state-
ment on Feb. 19 further supporting
their possible move to northwest Indi-
ana.

“The passage of SB 27 would mark
the most meaningful step forward in
our stadium planning efforts to date,”
the Bears wrote in a statement, speak-
ing about Indiana legislation. “We are
committed to finishing the remaining
site-specific necessary due diligence
to support our vision to build a world-
class stadium near the Wolf Lake area
in Hammond, Indiana.”

Bears are
‘committed’
to stadium
in Indiana
Statement from team
supports possible move

Tom Ackerman
Springfield State Journal-Register
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The U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation is threatening to pull $128 mil-
lion in federal highway funding in Illi-
nois due to the state issuing what the
DOT called “illegal foreign licenses.”

The department made the an-
nouncement Tuesday following a re-
view of the state’s non-domiciled
commercial driver’s license (CDL) pro-
gram by the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration.

TheDOTsaid in its statementTues-
day that FMCSA found one-in-five
non-domiciled CDLs in Illinois were

DOT threatens
to cut $128M
in IL highway
funding
Hannah Hudnall
Peoria Journal Star
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