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HISTORY
Today is Saturday, June 13, the 
164th day of 2026. There are 201 
days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History: On 
June 13, 1971, The New York Times 
began publishing excerpts of the 
Pentagon Papers, a top secret study 
of America’s involvement in Vietnam 
since 1945 that had been leaked to 
the paper by military analyst Daniel 
Ellsberg.

On this date:
•  In 1942, during World War II, a 

four-man Nazi sabotage team 
arrived by submarine on Long 
Island, New York, three days 
before a second four-man team 
landed in Florida. (All eight men 
were arrested within weeks, after 
two members of the first group 
defected.)

•  In 1966, the Supreme Court ruled 
in Miranda v. Arizona that criminal 
suspects had to be informed 
of their constitutional rights to 
remain silent and to consult an 
attorney.

•  In 1967, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson nominated Solicitor 
General Thurgood Marshall to 
become the first non-white justice 
on the U.S. Supreme Court.

Today: Partly sunny and humid.
Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy with a 
thunderstorm in spots.
Full report, Page A2
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A federal lawsuit filed Thursday chal-
lenges a new Illinois law set to go into 
effect in September that would allow 
doctors to prescribe medication to ter-
minally ill people to end their own lives.

Two disabled patients, a doctor and 
various disability and patients’ rights 
organizations allege in the lawsuit that 
the state’s controversial End-of-Life 
Options for Terminally Ill Patients Act 
“upends millennia of protections for Illi-
nois patients in their relationships with 
their doctors by ending the ethical obli-
gation to do no harm.”

The Effingham County Board passed 
a resolution in March opposing the law.

“The Board believes that there is only 
One who has the authority to determine 
the time and manner of an innocent 
person’s death, and such irreversible 
decisions should not rest in the hands 
of individuals, medical professionals, 
or governmental policy,” says the res-
olution introduced by County Board 
Chairman Joshua Douthit.

The suit names Democratic Gov. 
JB. Pritzker, the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and its director, Dr. 
Sameer Vohra, as defendants. It alleges 
the law violates federal laws, including 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
which protects people with disabilities 
from discrimination, and the Afford-
able Care Act, which is designed to help 
manage healthcare costs. The suit also 
alleges the new law violates the plain-
tiffs’ equal protection rights under the 
14th Amendment.

A similar lawsuit filed Thursday tar-
gets New York state officials, including 
Democratic Gov. Kathy Hochul, as that 
state’s medical-aid-in-dying law takes 
effect in August.

The Illinois suit contends the End-
of-Life Options for Terminally Ill 
Patients Act, or EOLA, changes the 
legal foundation of every doctor-patient 
relationship, eliminating patients’ “his-
toric legal right” to hold caregivers to a 
do-no-harm-obligation and replacing it 
with a standard permitting doctors to 
prescribe lethal drugs to help patients 
die by suicide.

“EOLA embarks on this reckless 
experiment with no guardrails and no 
adequate legal framework to prevent the 
erroneous taking of life,” the suit alleges. 
“Without any such safeguards, or objec-
tive parameters for eligibility, there will 
be an inevitable evolution from EOLA’s 
‘right to die’ to a ‘duty to die’ for indi-
viduals whose disabilities are a costly 
burden or who lack the resources for 

Illinois 
medical-aid-
in-dying law 
faces federal 

lawsuit

DAILY NEWS

Gov. J.B. Pritzker and the Illi-
nois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO) announced that Rural 
King will invest $75 million to 
construct a new Store Support 
Center Campus in Mattoon, 
where the company’s leader-
ship and support departments 
will be based, including mer-
c h a nd i s i n g ,  I T,  f i n a nc e , 
operations, marketing, human 
resources, legal and other key 
business functions.

The new campus will include 
three key components: a new 
Store Suppor t Center,  the 
relocat ion of Rural K ing’s 
f lagship Mattoon store and 
a 40,000-square-foot event 
center. The f lagship store will 
relocate from its current loca-
tion at Cross County Mall and 
once again be directly con-
nected to the company’s Store 
Support Center. By maintain-
ing a direct connection to an 
operating store, support teams 
can test new ideas, strate-
gies, layouts and operational 
initiatives in a real-world envi-
ronment while staying closely 
connected to the needs of cus-
tomers and associates. The 
mall location will be backfilled 
once the store has relocated.

The event center w il l be 
designed to host company 
meetings, educational training 
sessions and events. In addi-
tion to supporting Rural King, 
the facility will be available 
for community use and will 
accommodate a wide variety 
of events, including confer-
ences, trade shows, concerts 
and other gatherings, with a 
maximum capacity of about 

1,500 attendees.
Architectural Expressions 

LLP, based in Champaign, is 
leading the design and sup-
porting the project, which will 
be located at the northwest 
corner of the Interstate 57 and 
Illinois Route 16 interchange.

The company broke ground 
on the project Thursday, which 
will create 100 new full-time 
jobs and retain 719 existing 
full-time jobs in Coles County. 
Construction is expected to be 
completed during the first half 
of 2028.

“With its new expansion, 
Rural King is building on its 
storied legacy in Illinois by cre-
ating new jobs and investing 

in the community and region,” 
Pritzker said in a press release. 
“Illinois is proud to collaborate 
with job creators who expand 
opportunities for our people 
while committing to growing 
in our state.”

Ru ra l  K i ng ’s  ex pa n sion 
ref lects the state’s ongoing 
commitment to strengthen-
i n g  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i e s 
and suppor t ing long-ter m 
g r o w t h  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s 
across dow nstate I l l inois. 
Through intentional economic 
development programs and 
investments, Illinois contin-
ues to support businesses that 

New Rural King HQ
Company to invest $75M in Mattoon location
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Groundbreaking of the new Rural King Store Support Center campus.
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Small volunteer groups that pro-
vide food assistance to Illinoisans 
in need could be eligible for a new 
round of grant money under a pro-
gram announced this week.

The Charitable Trust Hunger 
Relief Grant program will pro-
vide grants of up to $5,000 to 
10 nonprofit organizations that 
don’t have full-time employees to 
purchase food for those in need. 
Applications opened June 1 and 
will remain open through July 31, 
Illinois Treasurer Michael Frerichs 
announced Wednesday.

The announcement comes as 

food assistance groups experience 
increased need due to cuts to fed-
eral food assistance, including the 
Supplemental Nutritional Assis-
tance Program. Feeding America, 
the country’s largest domestic 
hunger-relief organization, states 
that for every meal the organiza-
tion provides, SNAP provides nine.

“Hunger and food insecurity 
is a hidden epidemic aff licting 
children who cannot ask for help 
and adults who find it difficult 
to ask for help as they juggle two 
or more jobs,” Frerichs said in a 
statement June 10. “Small, local 
food pantries and soup kitchens 
are prepared to help these inno-
cent lives because they see those 

suffering in the shadows. That is 
why we created this desperately 
needed hunger relief program, 

as these organizations try to help 

Small food assistance nonprofits 
eligible for new state grant program

Capitol News Illinois fi le photo

Canned goods in a pantry.
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Dr. Roach on rheumatoid 
arthritis and the MMR vaccine
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North Clay falls to Putnam 
County in state semifi nals
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This rendering shows, from left, Rural King’s Flagship store, 
relocating from the Cross County Mall, the new Rural King 
Store Support Center, and the Rural King Event Center which 
will be available to the community to host events up to 1,500 
attendees.

This rendering shows, from left, Rural King’s Flagship store, 
relocating from the Cross County Mall, the new Rural King 
Store Support Center, and the Rural King Event Center which 
will be available to the community to host events up to 1,500 
attendees.
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