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OrlandParkVillageBoardmembersheld
offMondayonplanstobringspeedcameras
to the village butwill crack down on teen
takeoversbyfiningparentsandguardians.

After proposingmultiple public safety
policy changes Sept. 21, the board agreed
Mondaytotakemoretimebeforepurchas-
ing speedcameras.

As state law prohibits municipalities
outside Chicago from issuing traffic cita-
tions based on speed camera data, Orland
Park attorneys plan to look closer at offi-
cials’ plan to issuefinesunder thevillage’s
nuisanceordinance.

“Therewerea lotofpeople thatwere in
favor of the speed enforcement cameras,”
boardmember John Lawler said. “So it’s
notgone,we’re just tabling it fornowuntil
wedomore research.”

The village planned to purchase and
install two cameras from Itasca-based
companyDacraTech near Carl Sandburg
HighSchoolandanother twonearOrland
District 135 schoolsonWest 151stStreet.

Board members said a public survey
sent out Oct. 1 showed strong community
supportforthecamerasandotherproposed
safetymeasures.

“It seems like almost everybody
answered‘infavor’ forallofthese,”member
MichaelMilani said. “Theseall sound like
somethingthatthepublicwant—theyreal-
ize that therearesomeissues thatweneed
toaddress.”

TEEN AND STREET TAKEOVERS
The board moved forward with other

changes to the village code, including
measures to prevent street and teen take-
overs. The village will now hold parents
responsible if they fail “tomakeall reason-
able, necessary and effective efforts” to
prevent their children from engaging in
either activity, following in the footsteps
ofothermunicipalities.

Parents and guardians can be fined
jointly or separately from children who
engage in largedisturbances that threaten
the safety of residents, damage public or
private property, disrupt governmental
servicesandplaceextraordinarydemands
on law enforcement and emergency

OrlandPark
holds off
on speed
cameras
Village board allows fines for
parents after teen takeovers
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CookCountyBoardPresidentToniPreck-
winkle said about 100,000 cubic yards of
debris has been removed fromsouth subur-
banareasaffectedbyseverestormsinAugust,
and pledged another $8million to continue
that effort.

ThefundingcomesinresponsetotheAug.

11 storms that swept across Southern Cook
County,burdeningmanyareaswiththetask
ofrepairingseverestormdamage.Thecounty
committedtoabouttwoweeksofworkacross
affectedsouthmunicipalities, officials said.

The county has already worked with
municipalities and mutual aid partners to
providedisasterrelief.Thenewmoney, from
the county’s disaster relief fund and county
funding, will go directly toward helping
municipalities pay companies and crews
that can provide sufficient cleanup, county
officials said.

Alexander Joves, executive director of
Cook County Emergency Management
Services, saidwhile there ismoreworktodo,

thecounty’s investmentwill increasemunic-
ipalities’ ability to remove remaining debris
andcontinue the recoveryprocess.

“There is a tremendous amount of work
that lies ahead. For some of our smaller
municipalities, the scale of that work can
exceedtheiravailableequipment,personnel
andfinancial resources,” Joves said. “This is
whereCookCountyandEmergencyManage-
mentandRegionalSecuritymakesthediffer-
ence.”

Preckwinkle issued a disaster proclama-
tionAug. 14 as a result ofwidespread severe
storms.Destructive straight-linewinds and
three EF-1 tornadoes came through Tinley
Park,OrlandPark,CountryClubHills,Home-

wood, Flossmoor, Glenwood, Lansing and
several other towns, according to a news
release.

HomewoodMayor RichHofeld told the
Southtown he had never seen storms like
thisbefore.

Hofeld said hewatchedmore than 1,500
trees come down, even one at his own
home, as twoEF-1 tornadoes hit theHome-
wood-Flossmoorarea.

“Ihadneverseenanything like it,”Hofeld
told theSouthtown.

Hesaidtakingcareofstumpsandbranches
will continue throughout the winter and

CookCounty clears stormdebris
100,000 cubic yards
removed; another $8M
pledged toward effort
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Itmaynotcausethestickershock
of last year’s whopping increase,
butStateFarmisset toraisehome-
ownersinsuranceratesinIllinoisby
anothernearly8%this fall, accord-
ing toa recentfilingwith the state.

The increase went into effect
for new policies on Oct. 1, while
current customers will see the
higher rates beginning inDecem-
ber.Bloomington-basedStateFarm
hasabout1.49millionhomeowners
policyholders inIllinois, according

to thefiling.
StateFarmsaidtherate increase

isonceagaindrivenbycatastrophic
losses related to extremeweather
events in Illinois.

“Across Illinois, more custom-
ers are experiencing firsthand the
effects of severe weather trends
thataremorefrequentandsevere—
andrelatedrepaircostscontinueto
increase,” a State Farm spokesper-
sonsaid inastatement. “Toremain
financiallypreparedtopayclaimsas
risksandcostschange,StateFarmis
making rateadjustments.”

The 8% increasewill add about

$10 permonth to the average Illi-
noishomeownersinsurancebill, the
companytoldtheTribuneMonday.
State Farm has paid out $1.22 in
claimsandexpenses forevery$1 in
premiums collected the past three
years in Illinois, thecompanysaid.

Last year, State Farmhit Illinois
homeowners with a 27.2% rate
increase—oneof the largest in the
state’s history — and also imple-
mented a minimum 1% deduct-
ible on all wind and hail losses,
raising the out-of-pocket costs for

State Farm raising homeowners
insurance rates by 8% in Illinois

Debris lies on the ground on March 11 after a tornado struck the evening
before along South Sandbar Road in Aroma Park. The homes border the
Kankakee River. STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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When Joseph Murphy
purchased an old vari-
ety store, he and his family
dreamedofestablishingBlue
Island as an antique desti-
nation. Thirty years later,
heandhis familyarereflect-
ing on how they created a
communityspaceforvintage
andantique loversacrossall
generations.

Three Sisters Antique
Mall, 13042S.WesternAve.,
openedinJuly1996andwas
namedafterMurphy’s three
daughters: Jackie, Julie and
Cara. The building occu-
pies formerF.W.Woolworth
five-and-dime,avarietystore
built in 1918 that closed in
1993.

“I put my heart and soul
into this place,” Murphy
said. “We’ve been really

committedtomakingsure it
has lasted, andI thinkwe’ve
gotten through theworst of
times.”

The 14,000-square-foot
space hosts more than 90
different vendors selling
hundreds of antiques and

collectibles. Ithas twolevels
open to the public, with the
third level belonging to
Murphyandhiswife.

Since opening, the store
has undergone a complete
transformation. Much of
the original structures have

been torn down to create
large spaces for vendors to
set up booths and cases. For
example, the old basement
has shingles for dealers to
hangsignsandacobblestone

A long time in business
Vendors Tina Carso and Candy Fitzgibbon at Three Sisters Antique Mall on Friday in Blue Island. Three Sisters has more
than 90 vendors. ELENA TITTEL/DAILY SOUTHTOWN PHOTOS

Three Sisters AntiqueMall celebrates 30 years in Blue Island

Three Sisters Antique Mall in Blue Island
has more than 90 vendors.

Some cars in one of Andrew Soukup’s
cases at Three Sisters Antique Mall.
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