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By Evy Lewis
DAILY SOUTHTOWN

Tinley Park’s LegacyTax Incre-
ment Financing District gener-
atedabout$11.5million in revenue
and provided about $6.7 million
in spending over the past 10 years,
TinleyParkFinanceDirectorSarah
Mitchell saidTuesday.

“A significant investment was
the construction of Freedom
Pond, totaling approximately $5.9
million,”Mitchell told the Village
Board.

The TIF district encompasses

217acresstretchingeastofOakPark
Avenue and south of Oak Forest
Avenue. Property taxes in a TIF
district are frozen at creationwith
any increase, or increment, going
intoa fundaimedatspurringrede-
velopment.

Work on the Freedom Pond, a
detention basin on 8 acres at the
northeastcornerof175thStreetand
Ridgeland Avenue, began in 2017,
and was completed in fiscal year
2023.Itspurposeistocollectstorm-
water as redevelopment “creates
new impervious surfaces” which
can increase stormwater runoff,
according to thevillage’swebsite.

The district, created in 2016,
includes the former world head-
quarters of the Panduit Corpo-

ration, a major local employer.
Panduit started itsbusiness in1955
and eventually occupied substan-
tial space in the area, but relocated
in 2010 to a different site in Tinley
Park, according to the report.

Indoingso, it leftbehind“largely
vacantobsoletestructuresandsites
requiring demolition and envi-
ronmental remediation prior to
redevelopment,” the report said.
“Additionally, theabuttingresiden-
tialarea lackedadequatestormwa-
terandwaterandsanitarysystems.”

Besides the pond, other infra-
structure improvements included
a project to repair sewage pipes
and cure linings, and awatermain

LegacyTIF at Panduit site collects $11.5M
Tinley Park touts
investment income

Tinley Park Mayor Michael Glotz speaks before a Village Board meeting
Aug. 5. EVY LEWIS/DAILY SOUTHTOWN

OntheafternoonofAug. 11,
fiercederechowindscut awide
swathofdestruction through
northeast Illinois andnorth-
west Indiana,pummelingalmost
everything in theirpath.

Among thehardesthit towns
wasLansing, Illinois.Popula-
tion: 28,000.

At 12:25p.m. thatday, the

alarmwassounded.
Tornadoeshadalreadyripped

throughOrlandPark,Tinley
ParkandMokenaandwere
bearingdownonHomewood,
Flossmoor,CountryClubHills
andGlenwood.

“Iwas told that two tornadoes
mergedoverourcommunity,”
LansingMayorBrianHardy
said. “Onecame fromthewest
and theother fromthenorth-
west.”

The twistersmetat the inter-
sectionofThornton-Lansing
RoadandTorranceAvenue,
formingacorridorofdestruc-
tionnearly three-fourthsofmile
wide,he said.

The fury “toreupevery-
thing southof Interstate80-94,”
Hardysaid, and thencontinued
onawreckingpathacross state
lines intoMunster, Indiana.

Inall, eight tornadoesbrought
chaosanddestruction to the
region that afternoon, according
to theNationalWeatherService.
Theup-to-100-mphwinds
knockeddowntrees, shredded
roofs andsentdebris airborne.

“I’dnever seenwind like that
before,”Hardysaid. “I thought it
wasnevergoing toend.”

When itfinallydid,more than
4,000of thevillage’s stately trees
weredown,withat least 100of
themdamagingpeople’shomes.

“Itwasprettydisastrous,”
Hardysaid.

Butas the skies cleared,
peopleemerged fromtheirbase-
ments tofind their structures
shatteredbut their compassion
unbreakable.

BethHouston lives inChicago
Heights, near theborderwith
Homewood.She teaches in
HomewoodSchoolDistrict
153.A treecrashed throughher
garageand thepowerfulwinds
liftedhergarbagecansandsent
themflyingoverhercar.

When itwasover, she said,
“Everybodycameouton the

Tornadic winds demolish
everything but human spirit

Volunteers with Flossmoor Community Church help neighbors clear driveways and pick up debris following the severe storms that moved
through the south suburbs on Aug. 11. NATALIE MCGATHEY
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The Rev. Maurice J. Kissane,
an Oak Park native who served
churches inLaGrange, Brookfield
and Oak Lawn before retiring as
pastor emeritus ofQueen ofApos-
tles inRiverdale,diedAug. 13atage
88, theArchdioceseofChicagosaid.

KissanewasbornonMay9,1939,
in Oak Park, and attendedQuigley
Preparatory Seminary in Chicago
and the University of St. Mary of
the Lake/Mundelein Seminary in
Mundelein, thearchdiocese said.

The Rev. John M. Ryan, who
attended Quigley with Kissane,
calledhima“veryprayerfulperson.”

“Even in high school, he prayed
andsaidtherosaryalmosteveryday
in the chapel,”Ryan said in a state-
ment. “Healwayshadagreatsense
ofhumor.Lateron,whenhebecame
apriest,hewas totallydedicatedto
his people. He just loved being a

THE REV. MAURICE
J. KISSANE 1939-2026

Pastor for
Oak Lawn,
Riverdale,
La Grange

Photographer Mati Maldre stands outside his home in Chicago’s Beverly
Hills neighborhood on July 29. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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“At the edge of a city made
monotonous by the unyielding
street grid of right angles and the
seemingly endless repetition of
two-flats and bungalows, the twin
communities of BeverlyHills and
Morgan Park offer the wearied
urbanite avisual respite.”

That’s how photographerMati
Maldre describes the Southwest
Sideneighborhoodinhisbook“The
Architecture of Chicago’s Beverly
Hills/MorganPark,”whichfeatures
256 duotoned photographs of the
area’s notable homes, arranged by
historicaldistrict.

It’s an area where you can find
residences designed by architects
suchasFrankLloydWright,Daniel
H.BurnhamandDwightH.Perkins,
which iswhatdrewhimin.Also, “I
got to knowpeople in the commu-
nity pretty well because I was
teachingat theBeverlyArtsCenter
startingin1973.”Theneighborhood
featured also happens to bewhere
Maldre lives.

“Starting in 1980, I bought a
house there that’s designed by
WalterBurleyGriffin, so therewas
just anatural interest,”he said.His
homeisamongthosefeaturedinthe
pagesof thebook.

Maldre’sbackgroundis infineart
photography,asubjecthetaughtfor
35 years as a professor at Chicago
StateUniversity.Buthis interest in
architecturebeganearlyon,begin-
ningwithdraftingclasseshetookas

ahighschoolstudentatLaneTech.
In college, hewas an engineering
majorbeforeswitchingtoarchitec-
ture. “But therewas still toomuch
math involved,”hesaid, “soIeven-
tually switched toart anddesign.”

Initially,hewasassemblingthese
neighborhoodphotosfornopartic-
ular reason.

“When I bought this house, I
wentout intentionallyphotograph-
ing all of theWalter Burley Griffin
homes in the community because
it justmade sense. I live inone, I’m
going tophotographall theothers.
Afterwards, I’d go home, develop
thefilm inmydarkroomandmake
prints,” Maldre said. “Most were
11-by-14 inch exhibition-quality
prints, and I was pretty proud of
them. I worked for Encyclopedia

Beverly Hills, Morgan Park areas get their close-up
Photog chronicles
area architecture
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