
T H U R S D AY, J U LY 9 , 2 0 2 6 | C H I C A G O T R I B U N E . C O M / S U B U R B S | $ 2 . 0 0

By Michelle Mullins
FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Southwest suburban officials
are urging the Illinois Commerce
CommissiontorejectIllinoisAmer-
icanWater’s proposed water and
sewer rate hike, saying residents
cannotaffordincreasingwaterbills.

“Water is not a luxury,” Boling-
brookMayorMaryAlexander-Basta
saidWednesday. “It is not a vaca-
tion. It is not a new television or
a shopping trip that can be post-
poned.Water, electricityandnatu-

ral gas are essential services that
every family needs to live with
dignity, safetyandhealth.”

Alexander-Basta, along with
state legislators, said Bolingbrook
residents pay an average of $220 a
month for their water bills. Senior
citizens on fixed incomes and
households already cash-strapped
by rising costs in food, insurance
and housing, cannot afford more
ratehikes, she said.

“Peopleshouldnotbechoosingif
theyshouldflushtheir toiletortake
a shower,” said stateRep.Dagmara

Avelar,D-Bolingbrook.
Illinois American Water filed

for a $136.3 million rate increase,
accordingtotheIllinoisCommerce
Commission.

The Citizens Utility Board, a
statewatchdog, isaskingtheICCto
rejectratehikesproposedbyIllinois
AmericanWaterandAquaIllinois,
thestate’s twobiggestprivatewater
companies, which serve several
townsintheChicagoregion.Amer-
icanWater, the parent company of

Mayors to residents: Fight rate hike
Bolingbrook, Homer Glen leaders urge sending feedback
or attending forum on Illinois AmericanWater’s proposal

Bolingbrook Mayor
Mary Alexander-
Basta talks about
rising water bills
and urges the
Illinois Commerce
Commission to
reject a request by
Illinois American
Water to raise rates.
The village will host
a public forum on
the subject at 7
p.m. Tuesday at
the Bolingbrook
Community Center,
201 Canterbury
Lane. MICHELLE
MULLINS/FOR THE
DAILY SOUTHTOWN

By Jeff Vorva
FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

It’s beenagreat summer so far
for Special Olympics and special
recreationathletes fromthearea.

On June 26, the Lincolnway
Special Recreation Association
heldaSneakerBall atGaelicPark
tocelebrate its 50thanniversary.

Duringthatsameweek,Special
Olympic athletes from LWSRA
aswell as others from across the
SouthlandrepresentedIllinois in
the USAGames inMinnesota—

an event that featuredmore than
3,000athletes.

LWSRAwas born July 1, 1976,
when the Frankfort, Frankfort
Square,Mokena andNewLenox
park districts got together to
create a program for peoplewith
special needs. Over the years,
athletes fromCrete,Manhattan,
Peotone and Wilmington have
joined in.

This year’s Sneaker Ball drew
nearly 300 people, according to
LWSRAExecutiveDirectorKeith
Wallace.

“We brought family, friends
and past co-workers together,”
Wallace said. “The whole thing
was centered around family and
funand justhavingagood time.”

And, of course, reveling in the
memories.

Tami Pareti, the association’s
manager of programs, has been
with LWSRA for 25 of those 50
years andat theSneakerBall, she
washappytoseepeopleofvarious
ageswho have participated over
theyears.

“It’s fun towatch the younger
kids become the older kids and
it’s neat to see the progression,”
she said.

How has the organization

lastedso long?
“It’s twofold,” Wallace said.

“It’s the participant families that
we continue to bring in, and our
staff thatwecontinue tobring in.
Everybody has their own unique
personality. And it just works. It
reallyworks.”

Over itsfivedecades, theorga-
nization has hosted national
wheelchair tournaments in
basketball and softball, and even
hosted a World Series wheel-
chair softball tournament featur-
ingteamsandplayersfromJapan,
theNetherlandsandGhana.

“Weallworkhardandwework

Groupmarks 50 years as
athletes bring homemedals
Lincolnway Special Recreation Association,
others represent Illinois at recent USAGames

Members of the Lincolnway Special Recreation Association celebrate the organization’s 50th anniversary June 26 during a Sneaker Ball at
Gaelic Park in Oak Forest. LWSRA
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Tinley Park public works
employeesarestillworkingtoclean
up damage from the weekend’s
heavystorms,PublicWorksDirec-
tor JohnUrbanski told the Village
BoardonTuesdaynight.

“Wehadover200emailsMonday
morning that wewerewelcomed
with,andapproximately150voice-
mails,”Urbanskisaid.“I’vegotallof
mystaffall handsondeck trying to
go through and chip up and bring
allof thebrushawayfromthepark-
ways,butI justaskeverybodythat’s
waiting to justpleasebepatient.”

Urbanski asked anyone in need
of cleanupwho hasn’t notified the
villageyet toreachouttothePublic
Works Department by email at
tppw@tinleypark.org.

Police Chief Thomas Tilton
thanked officers, as well as the
Fire Department, Public Works
Departmentandemergencymedi-
cal services for their work at the
weekendCountryFest,whichwas
disruptedbythesevereweather,but
ultimatelywentahead.

“Hats off to PublicWorks,” said
Trustee Colleen Sullivan. “I drove
around,andseeingthedestruction
and all the trees down, and neigh-
borshelpingneighbors,bringingall
the limbs to the curbs. I know you
guys have been non-stopworking,
sogreat job toyour team,John.”

BOATING SAFETY
TrusteeWilliamBrady encour-

agedresidentstobesafewhenboat-
ing,drawingattentiontotworecent
accidents, includingFriday’s tragic
accidentonLakeGeneva, inwhich
threechildrenweredrownedwhen
aseverestormunexpectedlyswept
across the lake.

“Youneed to check theweather.

TINLEY PARK

Official:
‘Bepatient’
with storm
cleanup

By Robert Channick
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

With a successful return to
Chicagoland Speedway in Joliet
over July Fourth weekend in
the rearview mirror, NASCAR is
alreadymapping out its course for
next summer.

Chicagomayfigureprominently
in thoseplans.

While nothing is set, NASCAR
is not only hoping to bring back
the Chicago Street Race after a
one-year hiatus, but perhaps add
thelong-dormantsouthwestsubur-
ban track to its regular schedule as
well.

“It could be both,” said Ben
Kennedy, NASCAR’s chief operat-

ing officer and great-grandson of
the family-ownedracingorganiza-
tion’s founder. “It’s amarket that’s
strong enough that absolutely we
could have two events there in the
future.”

Chicagoland Speedway, which
hadn’t hosted a NASCAR event
since2019,waspackedforSunday’s
CupRacewith50,000fans from31
countries and all 50 states braving
theregion’s traditionalJulyFourth
rainstormstowatchChaseBriscoe
take thecheckeredflag.

The Joliet venue was added to
the schedule this summer to fill
the void left by the Chicago Street
Race, which was put on hold for
2026aftercompletinga three-year
agreement with the city to turn

Grant Park into a 12-turn, 2.2-mile
pop-upurbanracecourse.

NASCAR said it paused the
Chicago Street Race to explore
rescheduling the event away from
IndependenceDay and to look for
ways tospeedupthebuild-outand
breakdownof thetemporarytrack,
in response to concerns from the
city.

This summer’s street race was
held at San Diego’s Naval Base
Coronado in June on a one-year
deal. NASCAR is in negotiations
with Chicago to come back to the
shores of Lake Michigan next
summer.

“We’re having conversations
with the city,” Kennedy said Tues-
day.

Lastmonth,theTribunereported
that NASCAR and the city were

Will NASCAR return to Chicago or Joliet next year?
‘It could be both,’ executive says after July Fourth
event in suburb, one-off street race in SanDiego

Cars pass the starting line for the first lap of the NASCAR eero 400 at
Chicagoland Speedway in Joliet on Sunday. VINCENT D. JOHNSON/FOR
THE DAILY SOUTHTOWNSee NASCAR on Page A3

See WATER on Page A3

See CLEANUP on Page A3See ATHLETES on Page A3
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Complete Chicagoland
forecast on back page
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