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By Addison Wright | DAILY SOUTHTOWN

A bout 24 years ago on
a bitter March day
at AbrahamLincoln
National Cemetery,
Cecilia Seabrook
stood grieving her

father and said she felt “cheated”
that after serving through all of
WorldWarII,hewassettobeburied
with only a recorded version of
taps instead of full military honors
because thecemetery lackedstaff.

Seabrook said she was touched
and will never forget when the
haunting melody of taps rang out
behindher,played livebyastranger
thatdayat thecemetery inElburn.

“He was just there, a complete
stranger who had no clue who we
were,andIwassotouched,”shesaid.
“Itwaswindyouthereandcold,and
I thought thatman came out of his
nicewarmhouse toplay taps formy
dad,whohedidn’t know.”

That strangerwas EdCrowbie, a
Marine Corps veteranwho served
inVietnamand spentmore than 20
years camped inhis car at theAbra-
ham Lincoln National Cemetery,
awaitingveteranstohonor.Between
2001 and 2005, Crowbie helped lay
morethan2,373soldiers torestwith
his trumpet, the Daily Southtown
reported in2002.

Crowbie was one of the first
members of the Abraham Lincoln
Memorial Squad, founded by John
WhitesideandformerU.S.Rep.Jerry
Weller in 2003 to provide veterans
full military honors. The squad has
grown to 125 volunteers and still
honors veterans nearly 30 hours a
week.

Eventhoughshewasnotaveteran,
Seabrooksaidshewassoinspiredby
Crowbie that she joined the squad

‘Veteran to veteran’
Volunteers providemilitary honors, build veteran community at AbrahamLincolnNational Cemetery

The fact thatwar is still a
thing showshowlittlehumans
haveevolvedwhen it comes to
conflict resolution.We’vemade
all kindsofprogresswith tech-
nologyandembracedways to
solveeveryproblemunder the
sun…exceptourdifferences.
AuthorJohnSteinbeckhad

it rightwhenhesaidwar is a

symptomofman’s failureasa
thinkinganimal.
Granted,warhas sometimes

seemed theonlymethodof
ousting tyranny.But toooften
it ismotivatedbygreed.Dating
backcenturies, thepursuit of
profit seems toknownobounds.
Someonewants someoneelse’s
propertyorwants toboost
theirweapons-buildingbusi-
nessordoesn’twant to share
trade routesorpay taxesorpay
homage toanotherentity.
Sometimeswar is simply the

result ofhate. Someonecan’t

Amoment for the war dead
— and those left with scars

By Jim Dudlicek
THE DAILY SOUTHTOWN

The south suburbs are
not only steeped in history
—they’rehometofolkswho
excel at documenting it.
So, it shouldbeno surprise
when the region’s skilled
storytellersearn laurels for
their efforts.

Three authors with ties
to the south suburbswere
amongtherecipientsofBest

ofIllinois2026awardsfrom
the Illinois State Histor-
ical Society, announced
last month. The honorees’
works include accounts of
a rural community’s life
during World War I, the
evolution of a commuter
suburb and how a Cook
County election contro-
versy led to a landmark
SupremeCourtdecision.

Three Southland
authors earn Best
of Illinois awards

Abraham Lincoln Memorial Squad members prepare to perform a three- volley salute as they honor veterans during funeral services Thursday at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Squad member James Heckler plays the taps on his bugle during a funeral service
Thursday at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood.

“Hewas just there, a complete strangerwho had no cluewhowewere, and Iwas so touched. It waswindy out here and cold,
and I thought thatman came out of his nicewarmhouse to play taps formy dad, who he didn’t know.”

— CECILIA SEABROOK

See VETERANS on Page A2

See VICKROY on Page A2

Retired history teacher and Will County
native Darrell Holmquist was given an
Award of Merit by the state historical
society for his book about rural life in
New Lenox during World War I.
DARRELL HOLMQUISTSee AWARDS on Page A3
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