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Whenmoney talks, everyone
listens.
ThevillageofParkForest

recentlyfiled a complaint inWill
CountydemandingRedOak
Management, theowners of the
dilapidatedAutumnRidgeApart-

ments, be forced through receiv-
ership to turnover theproperty
to a thirdparty and lose all assets
it has in theunits, aswell as jeop-
ardizing its corporate life.
According tonewVillage

Manager JonKindseth, although
the complaintwasfiled “wehad
not yet begun the full serving
process other than to theowner.
This iswhat caused themtocome
to town this (past)week.”
Theactionwas a shot over the

financial bowofRedOakandmay
havebeen the reason real estate
investor JosephBialostozkyflew
in fromNewJersey andmet
villageofficials includingMayor

JoeWoods andKindseth towork
onagameplan to set things right.
According to those in atten-

dance,Bialostozky is expected
to return soonwith apotential
buyerwhowould thenassume
control ofAutumnRidge through
abasic ownership sale,makeall
needed repairs and improve-
ments including elevators that
work, newheating andcooling
systems for all units andpaying
thenearly $500,000water bill
owed to thevillage.
Onitswebsite,RedOak

Managementclaimsaportfolioof
24assets infivestates.It ishoped
nonehastheproblemsthatbeset

theapartmentsonSycamoreDrive.
Inrecentweeks,with tempera-

turesoftenhoveringabove90
degrees, andwith littleorno
air-conditioningunitsworking
in thecomplex,VillageTrustee
RandallWhitebegantaking
donationsofwindowfansandair
conditioningunits for the tenants.
According toWhite, someof those
unitsneededmakeshift adjust-
ment tofit inapartmentwindows.
Oneanonymous source

donated40units, but since then,
White said, therehavebeen
few, if any, suchofferings.As
of lastweek, at least oneof the
four apartmentbuildings in the

complexhad its air-conditioning
systemrestored.
IfBialostozky listenedwhen

threatenedwith a lawsuit, it
might bewell if heorhisfinan-
cial successorheard someof the
voiceswho liveunderdifficult
conditions.
CarmelDavismight tell him

that inher twoyears as a tenant
atAutumnRidge, shedealtwith
mold, blackwater fromherwater
pipes and someflooding.Ofher
88neighbors, she says that about
15 to20 forma tight-knit support
group tohelp eachother.
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AutumnRidge Apartments representativemeets with officials
Complexmay be sold
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One person is under investiga-
tion after a fire tore through one
home inBlue Island anddamaged
two neighboring buildings early
Mondaymorning,cityofficials say.
Firefightersrespondedto“heavy

fire conditions” that erupted at
the 2038 Vermont St. residence
at about 4 a.m., damaging an adja-
cent home and business, Vanes-
sa’s Beauty Salon, the city said in
anewsreleaseMondayafternoon.

Spokesperson Tom Wogan
would not disclose the name of
the person in custody or how the
fire started.
“The gentleman who is in

custodydoeshavesomeburn inju-
ries,”Wogan said.
Themanwas being treated at a

hospitalandhasnotbeencharged,
Wogan said. One firefighter who
responded was also treated for
heat exhaustion and another
refusedmedical care, he said.
Wogan said no inhabitants of

the home were present when the
fire began. Two cats, a ferret and
a dog were rescued, though the
dog, a German shepherd, escaped
and has not been found, fireChief

DavidHaywood said.
“Our guys got him into a yard,

but with all the chaos and stuff,
they might have opened the
gate and he might have got out,”
Haywood said.
The family was offered hous-

ing support from the Red Cross
but declined, opting to stay with
family,Wogan said.
Families and individuals sat in

nearby yards and on front steps
Monday morning, shaded by
umbrellas with the temperature
above 80 degrees, as firefighters
continued cleanupefforts into the
afternoon,preventingtrafficonthe
VermontStreet.
Edward Castellano said police

wokehimearlyMondaymorning,
banging on the door of his home
next door to the house where the
fire started.
He said a little before that, he

believedhehearda loudsoundbut
wasn’t sure if itwas adream.
“I was in a deep sleep, and I

thought I heard a boom, an explo-
sion,”Castellano said.
Hesaidheguessed itcouldhave

been a car crash or something
moreminor thanahousefire.
Catellano, 55, said his home,

where he lives alone, is uninhab-
itableduetodamageto its founda-
tion. He waitedMondaymorning
at a neighbor’s home across the
street’s front steps for his sister to

pickhimup.
He said he felt sad recalling

memories of his home that was
passed down through relatives.
He also said he regularly got his
hair cut atVanessa’sBeautySalon,
whichwas vacatedMonday after-
noon.
“My grandparents lived there,

and I grew up in this house too,”
Castellano said. “After school, I’d
go there and watch cartoons and
drink coffeewithmy grandfather,
spenda lot of time there.”
The city said police and the

Office of the State Fire Marshal
continued to investigate thefire.

ostevens@chicagotribune.com

BLUE ISLAND

Person under investigation after house fire
Multiple neighboring
buildings damaged

ByMelindaMoore

TheChildren’sMuseuminOak
Lawn is takinganewapproach to
fundraisingwith an event geared
towardfamilies:aminigolfouting
on Aug. 2 at PGN Fun Village in
PalosHills.
“One of the thingswe’ve heard

from our visitors and members
regarding our fundraising events
is that it would be nice to have
fundraisers that can include
the whole family,” said Robert
Castillo, the museum’s devel-
opment associate. “Families are
looking for experiences, and this
event is a chance to create lasting
memories, share laughter, and
enjoy one final, joyfulmoment of
summer before the busy school
year begins.”
The event will be held rain

or shine, but Castillo had a bold
prediction: “Therewillbenorain!
Wemust thinkpositively!”
Theoutingfeatures“afun-filled

day of making new friends and
connectingwithotherfamilies,”he
said,addingthatit includesaround
ofminigolf,raffles,pizzalunchand
gaming tokens. The raffles will
include “child-inclusive” baskets.
“Think toys and experiences like
thezooandotherchildren-focused
items,”Castillo said.
The event takes place from 11

a.m. to 2 p.m., so participants can
start with lunch, golf or games.
“It’s not a shotgun start. It’s
on your own time,” said Adam
Woodworth, who’s been execu-
tive director of the museum for
almost 20years.

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM IN OAK LAWN

New golf fundraiser goesmini

Sensory exhibits offer a chance for children to play while gaining developmental skills during a Wee Ones program at the Children’s Museum in Oak
Lawn. A mini golf outing Aug. 2 will help support that program and others. ROBERTO CASTILLO/CHILDREN’S MUSEUM IN OAK LAWN PHOTOS
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Children play at a sand table at the Children’s Museum in Oak Lawn as
part of its Wee Ones program. In addition to monetary donations, the
museum welcomes art supplies and volunteers.


