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Ron Hain is stepping down as
Kane County sheriff, but linger-
ing questions over hismonthslong
absencearehoveringover the race
toelecthis replacement.

RepublicanRobRussellhascrit-
icized Democrat Amy Johnson,
Hain’s longtime second-in-com-
mand, for not publicly addressing
the sheriff’s status when he took
leave in the spring.

“Whenyoubecomeapublicoffi-
cial, part of your life, part of your
private life, now is, you know, not
as private as it used to be,” Russell,

ofHampshire, saidduringaninter-
viewwith theDailyHerald.

But Johnson, the undersheriff
since 2022, said shewas honoring
Hain’s family’s desire to keep the
matter private, aswell as acting on
the advice of Kane County State’s
AttorneyJamieMosser.

“Yes,you'reanallegedpublicoffi-
cial,” Johnson said. “But you have
the same rights, the same privacy
asanyotherperson.”

Johnson told sheriff ’s office
employees in an April email that

Hainwasonmedical leave.Shesaid
county boardmembers also were
informedat the time.

But there was no public
announcement and Johnson and
other county leaders declined to
explainHain’s status formonths.

Russell said he agrees that
Hain has a right to keep medical
details private, but that the public
deserved to know if and why
the person it had elected was not
working.

“It was disrespectful to the

people,” Russell said of the lack of
publicdisclosure.

Hain’s status became known to
the greater public when Russell
posted about it on Facebook.
The email from Johnson to staff
was released only after reporters
filed Freedom of Information Act
requests about thematter.

Russell also criticized Johnson
forgoingalongwithwhatthestate’s
attorneyadvice
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AarnavGarg is putting artificial
intelligence to use to help solve a
human problem with a personal
connection.

The Vernon Hills High School
junior’smotherwasdiagnosedwith
Stage IV ovarian cancer when he
was10yearsold.Sheisnowcancer-
free, andAarnav, 16,haschanneled
hisfamily'sexperienceintocreating
anAI-poweredearlydetectiontool

designedtosupportovariancancer
diagnoses.

Garg trained his algorithm,
whichhecallsOvaScan,onapublic
repository of ultrasound imaging.
His prototype can identify tumors
fromascanandprovideinsight into
thetumor’sspecificcharacteristics,
including whether it is benign or
malignant.

OvaScan currently exists as a
mobile app, which Garg views as
a jumping-off point to his larger
vision of translating the prototype

into aweb application that can be
directly integrated into an ultra-
soundmachine.

In September, Gargwas among
about40highschoolstudents from
across the country recognized as
a Fellow by the Davidson Insti-
tute, which awards scholarships
to “high-achieving students” who
havecompleteda“significantpiece
ofwork,”accordingtotheinstitute's
website.

Aarnav Garg, a 16-year-old Vernon Hills High School student, created
an AI-powered app that can help lead to early detection of ovarian
cancer. He was inspired by his mother’s battle with the disease.
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VernonHills teen develops AI
tool to look for ovarian cancer
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TELAVIV, Israel — The Israeli
military pressed ahead Sunday
with amassivemilitary operation
in the occupied West Bank that
has displaced hundreds of Pales-
tinians and placed major restric-
tions onmovement in response to
a gun attack last week that killed
two Israeli soldiers andwounded
threeothers.

The operation, focused on the
city ofHebron, the site of Friday’s
attack, came as Israel enters the
final days before a tense election,
which is largely seen as a referen-
dum on current Prime Minister
BenjaminNetanyahu’s leadership
and security policies during the
past three years ofwar.

Innewmeasures, the army said
that most Palestinian workers
with permits will not be allowed
to enter Israeli West Bank settle-
mentsonSundayandMonday, and
crossings into Israel will remain
closeduntil after Israel’s elections
onTuesday.

Themilitary said it operated in
more than 400 locations over the
weekendandarrested40Palestin-
ians it claimedwereaffiliatedwith
theHamasorIslamicJihadmilitant
groups.Nomilitantgrouphastaken
responsibility for the attack.

The Hebron municipality said
theoperationdisplacedmore than
2,600people.

The military said troops were
conducting searches in the area
where the gunmen operated and
warnedresidents toevacuateDeir
Bahha, the suspected gunmen’s
neighborhood. After Friday’s
attack, Israel’smilitarysaid it found
weapons in the gunmen’s car and
that they were likely planning to
attackIsraeli civiliansbeforebeing
stopped at the checkpoint where
the shootout erupted.

All entrances and exits to the
city remained sealed, with the
operation focused in Deir Bahha
and another part of the city called
Al-Jalda, according to Hebron
MayorYousefZuhairAl-Jabari.

“People cannot reach or enter
the city, and they cannot leave it.
The blockade has affected every
aspect of life,” Al-Jabari said. He
added that the blockade is forcing
businesses to close and has also
shutteredamosque.

Israel
continues
West Bank
offensive

It’s 11 a.m.Oct. 19, anda family
of four spills off theescalatorat
O’Hare’sTerminal 1,maneuver-
ingacaravanof suitcases.

Twoparentswhipoutphones,
surveya small armyofkiosks,
andpausewitha“what’snext?”
lookon their facesas theirkids
watchexpectantly.

“CanIhelpyou?” intervenes
Daniel Smrokowski, aSpecial
Olympics serviceambassador
forUnitedAirlines.

Within seconds,he’s assisting
with scanning IDs,printingup
luggage tagsandmanhandling

suitcases to theconveyorbelt.
“It feels reallygood tobeable

to showsome love, andshow
thatwereally care forpeople,”
Smrokowski explained. “That
makes themwant tocomeback.”

Nearby, fellowambassador
Zinyra “Z”Rossacts as ahuman
compass issuingdirections toa
steadystreamofpassengers.

“Doyouknowwhere the
UbersandLyfts are?”oneasks.

“You justhave towalkoutside
toTerminal2,”Ross says.

“Where is thebaggageclaim?”
another travelerwants toknow.

“Youneed to take theescala-
tordown,” sheanswers.

Smrokowski calmsapassen-
gerswhowalksupandblurts
out, “Imissedmyflighton
United, andIdon’t knowwhat
todo.”

“Go to thepinksection,”
whereadditional servicesare

located,he says.
OctobermarksNational

DisabilityEmploymentAware-
nessMonthand theseventh
yearRossandSmrokowski
haveworkedaspaid,part-time
employees forUnited.

Theairlinedebuted the

programin2019atO’Hareand
choseRoss, Smrokowski and
twootherSpecialOlympics
athletes,LaurenMiller andKyle
Tuckey, tobe thefirst ambassa-
dors.

Daniel Smrokowski, a United Airlines Special Olympics service ambassador, laughs with a traveler as he helps him print a boarding pass in
Terminal 1 at O’Hare International Airport in Chicago Oct. 19. JOHN STARKS/DAILY HERALD PHOTOS

Zinyra Ross, a United Airlines Special Olympics service ambassador,
helps a traveler find his way in Terminal 1 while working at O’Hare
International Airport Oct. 19.

Marni Pyke
THE SUBURBS IN TRANSIT

Service with a smile
United’s Special Olympics ambassadors
help travelers navigate O’Hare with care

See ISRAEL on Page A4See PYKE on Page A4

FULL WEATHER REPORT, PAGE 10

H:H: H:
L:L: L:

68
55

63
52

73
58

TODAY TUE. WED. Celebrities . . . . . . . . . . A8
Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . B8
Health & Fitness . . . . . F1

Local. . . . . . . . . . . . A2-A4
Nation & World . . . . . A5
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . B7

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . . . . A7
Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . . . . B8
Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .B1

INDEX

Visit dailyherald.com/my-account or call
847-427-4333 to sign up for a subscription.
To place an ad, email sales@dailyherald.com.

SUBSCRIPTION WEATHER FORECAST

8 18458 00123 0

Northwest
Suburbs

$ 4 . 0 0 | M O N D AY, O C T O B E R 2 6 , 2 0 2 6 | D A I LY H E R A L D . C O M


