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Amidarashof smash-and-
grabburglaries targetingvideo
gamblingmachines in restaurants,
bars andotherbusinesses, subur-
ban lawenforcementagencies are
teamingup tofightback.

More than50detectives from
policedepartments andsheriff’s
offices inCook,Lake,DuPage,
Kane,Kendall andWill counties
recentlymetasanewly formed
task force to share intelligence
andcoordinate their efforts to
locateandarrest thecriminals
responsible.

“Thedetectivesand law
enforcementpersonnel involved
havebeenputting significant time
andresources into these investi-
gations,workingacross jurisdic-
tional lines toconnect cases, share
information, anddevelop leads,”

LakeCounty sheriff’sChiefChris-
topherCovelli saidThursday.

Rarelydoesadaygoby that
police inonesuburboranother
aren’t responding toaburglary
involving thievesbashing their
way intovideogambling termi-
nals.

Over the lastweek, crewshave
hit a restaurant andagambling
cafe inSchaumburg, gas stations
inWheelingandGreenOaks, abar
inNewLenoxanda truckstop in
Peotone.

AnemployeeofFrato'sKitchen
&Gaming inSchaumburg,which

wasbroken intoearlyTuesday
morning, said thebusinesshad to
close for twodayswhileworkers
cleanedupshatteredglass and
otherdamage.Therestaurant side
of theoperationwas set to reopen
Thursdaynight, but its gambling
terminalsweredestroyedand
aren’t likely tobe replaceduntil
nextweek.

Besides severaldaysof lost
revenue, thebusinessnowfaces
additional costs tobeefup its
security.

Suburban police form task force to
target video gambling smash-and-grabs
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NEW YORK — When the
planes crashed and the build-
ings fell on that sunny Septem-
ber morning 25 years ago, the
shockwavesofdismayandgrief
went far past downtown New
York City, rural western Penn-
sylvania and just outsideWash-
ington,D.C.

They radiated through every
part of the United States in
communities large and small,
tearing at Americans’ sense
of safety and their place in the
world. Hearts were broken
across the nation, not just of
those who lost their loved
ones but among strangers who
mourned for them, the Sept. 11
attacksleavingnooneunaffected
in an unwanted moment of
horrifying togetherness.

A quarter of a century later,
theeffects linger.

We all live in a post-9/11
world,withitssecuritystrictures
and surveillance. But here’s the
thing:Americansdon’tall live in
thesamepost-9/11world.What
the attacks and their aftermath
havecometomean isn’t a single
viewpoint shared by everyone,
forreasonschronological,polit-
ical andpersonal.

It’s a tapestryofmeaningand
grief as varied as the nation in
which9/11 tookplace.

It’s somewhat inevitable.
After all, the passage of time
means tens ofmillions of young
Americanshavebeenbornsince
then.Forthem,9/11 issomething
to learnabout inhistory lessons.

But people’s views of 9/11
and its aftermath have also
been shaped by human factors
likepoliciesandactionstakenby
thoseinpower.AndtheAmerica
thatwas attackedwas already a
nationwith its own history and
tensions, with stress points of
dispute and disagreement put
under additional strain by the
catastrophicevent.

“The same event, whether

Passage
of time
helps to
soften pain
Viewpoints diverge,
but anguish lingers
25 years after attacks
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W altGola andSamanthaKochanski
were both in the classroom that
fateful Tuesday morning when
terroristsflewplanes intothetwin
towersof theWorldTradeCenter

inNewYorkCity25years ago.
Golawas teaching social studies onSept. 11, 2001,

andKochanskiwas in thirdgrade,both inElginArea
School District U-46. Their experiences that day
helpedshapetheir futurecareersashistory teachers
atSouthElginHighSchool.

“I rememberwhen the first plane hit,” said Gola,
49,whoteachescivicsandAdvancedPlacementU.S.
governmentandpolitics.

Many classrooms had live feeds on small, grainy
television sets so students and staff members
witnessed the horrors of the attacks and aftermath
in real time,he said.

“There’snotmanydaysinourliveswhereyouwake
upandyou’relike, ‘This isgoingtobeinhistorybooks,’
andyouseeitallkindofunfoldbeforeyoureyes,”Gola
said.“Youcantalkaboutforeignpolicyandtheimpact
of everything, but the one thing that you really can’t
teach kids is the emotions that we all had that day,

Teaching9/11
An American flag flies with the lower Manhattan skyline in background on Sept. 9 in Jersey City, New Jersey. ADAM GRAY/AP

How teachers’ experiences inform lessons on a historic tragedy 25 years later

By Russell Lissau
DAILY HERALD

The father of aDes Plainesman
who was fatally shot by police
Wednesday said his son had bipo-
lar disorder andwas experiencing
amental health episode so severe
thathismothercalled911 forhelp.

Anofficerrespondingtothatcall
shot 21-year-old AyhamBabidi as
the young man advanced toward
himwithanelectrichedgetrimmer,

policedisclosedThursday.
AnautopsyperformedThursday

bytheCookCountymedicalexam-
iner’s office revealed Babidi died
frommultiplegunshotwounds.

Des Plaines police went to the
Babidi house on the 2000 block of
EastTouhyAvenueabout2:30p.m.
Wednesday.They’dbeentoldsome-
onewasactingviolentlyandbreak-
ingwindows, according to a news
release issuedThursday.

The first officer who arrived

stopped in the roadway
nearthehouseandencoun-
teredBabidiinthefrontyard
with the hedge trimmer,
police said. Babidi held the
trimmer “in a threatening
manner” while approach-
ing the officer and refused
commandstodropthetool,
police said.

As Babidi continued toward the
officerandbackedhimintooncom-
ing traffic, the officer fired three

times,police said.Theoffi-
cer provided medical aid
until other officers and
paramedics arrived, police
said.

A police spokesperson
wouldn't say if the trim-
merwas running asBabidi
approached.

Babidi was taken to
Advocate Lutheran General
Hospital in Park Ridge and was
pronounced dead at 3:05 p.m.

Wednesday,accordingtothemedi-
cal examiner’s office.

TheMajorCaseAssistanceTeam
is investigating. Police said they
havevideoof theshootingfromthe
camera in the officer’s vehicle and
residential security cameras, but
theywon’t release it now to avoid
compromising the investigation.

The officerwas not able to acti-
vatehisbody-worncamerabecause

Police: Des Plainesman fatally shot by officerwaswielding hedge trimmer

Babidi
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REMEMBERING 9/11

Walt Gola, Advanced Placement U.S. government and politics/civics teacher,
and Samantha Kochanski, who teaches AP U.S. history, pose for a picture
Sept. 3 at South Elgin High School. BRIAN HILL/DAILY HERALDSee TEACHING on Page A2 See ATTACKS on Page A4

A group of masked men robbed
a Green Oaks gas station and
smashed open several gambling
terminals early Wednesday.
LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICESee POLICE on Page A4

See SHOOTING on Page A4
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