
A fest for tunes, food and big hats
BethConley, from left, BrianneBibbs andCindyWoods talkwhile listening toNoelineHofmannperformatWindyCity Smokeout outside
theUnited Center on Thursday. The five-day celebration ofmeat and pop country, now in its 13th year, draws an expected attendance of
20,000perday.Arts&Living,PageB7
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At least 40 park fieldhouses in
Chicagocommunitiesparticularly
vulnerable toextremeheatwill see
upgrades to their air conditioning
systemsafter thecityannounceda
$1millioninvestmentonThursday.

According to the Chicago Park
District, the project will expand
cooling access around the city
during extreme heat and address
“historic disinvestment.” The
investment is part of Chicago
Mayor Brandon Johnson’s $45
million allocation of tax incre-
mentfinancingsurplus to thePark
District this year.

“For too long, communities that
have faced the greatest impacts of
extremeheathavealsofacedunder-
investmentintheresourcesneeded
to keep residents safe,” Johnson
saidinaThursdaynewsrelease.“By
strengthening our neighborhood
parks, we are ensuring that every
resident— regardless of their ZIP
code—hasaccess tosafe,welcom-
ing spaces to cool down during
dangerousheat events.”

Prolongedexposure toheat can
lead to insufficient or poor sleep,
compromisingtheimmunesystem,
increasingtheriskforcardiovascu-
lardisease anddiminishing cogni-
tive performance. Heat-related
illnesses likeheatstrokecanalsobe
fatal. Residents without access to
effectivecoolingoradequatehydra-
tionhave ahigher risk of suffering
majorhealth issues.

Thecity’sannouncementcomes
after an early July heatwave coin-
cided with Independence Day,
duringwhichmost city buildings
advertisedascoolingcentersclosed
for theholiday—with theunusual
exceptionofonecommunityservice
centerandfourpublic libraries.

Besides itsmorethan240splash
pads and water spray features,
the ParkDistrict touts its 22 lake-
front beaches, the inland beach at
Humboldt Park and 77 neighbor-
hood pools as resources for resi-
dents to combat the summerheat.
While beaches, beach houses and

City invests
in cooling
at park
facilities
Air conditioning to be
upgraded at fieldhouses
in heat-vulnerable areas

By Bill Barrow
ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump has
ousted members of a biparti-
san federal election commission
that resisted his efforts to require
would-bevoters todocument their
U.S. citizenshipbefore registering.

The White House on Friday

confirmed the executive action
against members of the Election
Assistance Commission, which
distributes federal grants to states,
oversees testing of voting systems
and maintains the national voter
registration form.

Though the move likely won’t
havemajor effects on theNovem-
bermidterms, it’s thelatest instance
of theRepublican president trying
toexertWhiteHouseinfluenceover
howU.S. elections are conducted,
and it’s the first test of his newly
expandedpresidentialpowerafter

the SupremeCourt ruled recently
thatthepresidentcanfiremembers
ofindependentagencyboardswith-
out cause.

“The President, and head of the
ExecutiveBranch,reservestheright
toremove individuals thatmaynot
be totally alignedwith the import-
ant taskofsecuringAmerica’selec-
tions andensuringevery legal vote
is counted.TheSlaughterdecision
gives the President precedence to
do so,” said aWhite House state-
ment.

The president removed the

four-seatcommission’s twoDemo-
craticmembers,ThomasHicksand
Benjamin Hovland. The panel’s
Republican member, Christy
McCormick resigned. Former
Republican commissioner Donald
Palmer already had left his post
voluntarily earlier this year.

Trump has repeatedly tried to
reshape voting regulations, even
thoughtheU.S.Constitutiongrants
control of elections to the states
and not the president. Citing that
separation of powers, courts have
blockedmostofTrump’s twoexec-

utiveorders thatsought toreshape
voting.

Trump has also launched an
investigation of his 2020 loss,
whichhecontinues to falsely insist
wasdue to fraud, and thisweekhis
administration threatened states
if they did not try to purge what
federal officials believe are noncit-
izens fromtheir voter rolls.

Still, Trump has largely been
powerless to change election
processes through executive fiat

Trumpousts election panelmembers
Agency defied efforts
by president to alter
voter requirements

By Gregory Harutunian
FOR THE NEWS-SUN

Oakwood Cemetery is more
than 150years old and serves as
thefinalrestingplaceforhistoric
figures ofWaukegan and Civil
War veterans, with a potter’s
fieldofvictimsof the1918 influ-
enzapandemic.

The 50-acre Sheridan Road
site is owned by themunicipal-
ity, alongwithUnionCemetery,
datingback to 1845.

Neither has a dedicated
budget formaintenance.

Aseriesofannual landscaping
contractswithconflictingsched-
ules has raised questions about
the perpetual care covenant in
recentyears.Waukegan’sPublic
Works Department carries
responsibility for upkeep at the
two cemeteries in its budget,
withno line itemother than for
contractual services.

Oakwood’sgroundswere left
unattended on Memorial Day
and FlagDay this year, as land-
scapingcrewsbeautifieddown-
townWaukegan for theMay30
Gay Pride Parade and Festival
and the Juneteenth Celebra-
tion on June 13. The conflicting

Officials
bemoan
cemetery
upkeep
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Before theWorld Cup, only
themost devout geographer or
soccerfanwouldrecognizeCape
Verde’snameandcolors.

But after the small island
nation’s soccer team tied Spain
and pushed Argentina to the
brinkof elimination inaknock-
outgame, thesunsweptcountry
isknownall over theworld.

For South Loop bartender
Belmiro Barros III, the Blue
Sharks’ story is a family dream
cometrue.

The58-year-oldbartenderat
Pressboxhas spentmuchof his
lifetellingpeopleabouthisfami-
ly’shomeland.Hisgrandfather,
alsonamedBelmiro, immigrated
to theUnited States fromCape
Verdebuttoldhisgrandchildren
itwastheirresponsibilitytokeep
the family’sheritagealive.

“He wanted the world
to know that, although our
islandswere small, our people
possessed extraordinary pride,

resilienceandheart,”Barrostold
theTribune.

By the time a gritty, heart-
filled Cape Verde squad exited
thetournamentwitha3-2lossto
powerhouseArgentina, theAfri-
can squad had realized Barros’
grandfather’sdream:

“Theworld nowknowswho
weare,”he said.

Cape Verde, an archipelago
off thewestern coast of Africa,
earned its independence from
PortugalonJuly5, 1975.Barros’
grandfatherwas fromFogo, an

Chicagoan reflects on Cape Verde
roots amidWorld Cup success

Bartender Belmiro“Tyler”Barros III at Pressbox in Chicago’s Printers Row neighborhood on
Thursday. He grew up in Massachusetts and has family from Cape Verde. The Cape Verde national
soccer team performed well during their run in the World Cup. CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

‘The world now
knows who we are’

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Oakwood inWaukegan
lacks a dedicated
maintenance budget
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Workers involvedwith“Holiday
Touchdown:ABearsLoveStory”
—aHallmarkMedia,NFLand
SkydanceSportsmovie featuring
the team,havebegunpreparations
downtown. Chicagoland,PageA3

Crews setting up for
film involving Bears

TheWhiteSoxwelcomed the
sluggerback fromthe injured list
andannouncedhewasnamed to
theAmericanLeagueroster for
theAll-StarGameandHomeRun
Derby.Sports

Murakami back for
Sox, named All-Star
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