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During a court hearing on a
recent afternoon, Cook County
Judge Shauna Boliker looked at
the 18-year-oldwoman before her
and told her shewas significantly
concernedbyherbehavior.

The woman was accused of
threateningtokill anacquaintance

whoworkedsecurityataSouthSide
housingcomplex,thenlatertussling
withhimwithaweaponinherbag,
according toprosecutors.

Still, Boliker noted that this
was her first arrest, which the law
requires her to take into account.
The woman’s public defender
pointed out that Cook County Jail
canbeatraumaticanddestabilizing
placeforpeople,especiallyayoung

woman just startingher life.
“I hate to keep going around in

circles, but this is really troubling,”
Boliker said.

In the end, the judge denied
prosecutors’ request to keep the
womanjailed,butorderedthatshe
beplacedonelectronicmonitoring.

The woman now joins more
than 5,500 others in Illinois who
arebeingelectronicallymonitored
while theyawait trial, according to
figures from the Illinois Supreme
Court, which described the popu-
lationasgrowing.

Since officials expanded elec-
tronic monitoring to many new
parts of the state starting around
2023, more of Illinois has access
to the technology thaneverbefore,
evenas it isa frequent lightningrod
in ongoing conversations about
how best to keep the public safe
and create a fairer criminal justice
system—especiallywhenhigh-pro-
file offenses are allegedly commit-
ted by people who were being
monitored.

Theconsistentflare-upsbegthe
question:Doeselectronicmonitor-

ingwork?
“If electronic monitoring is

supposed to be utilized, it should
beunderextremelylimitedcircum-
stanceswith critical safeguards in
place,” said Claudine Constant,
director of Beyond Jails Initiative
for theVera InstituteofJustice.

Experts who study the crimi-
nal justice system say the technol-
ogy should be reserved for narrow
circumstances, such as people
accusedofsomedomesticviolence

Does electronicmonitoringwork?
More of Illinois has access to it than ever before.
But it’s still a lightning rod in public safety debate
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MaureenCleary likens the love
livesof theAfricanpenguinsat the
LincolnParkZoo to a soapopera.
Pilchard and Maynard would
probablybe thecouplestarring in
such a drama, said the zoological
managerofbirds.

The same-sex duo arrived in
2016 as additions to the zoo’s
newly opened penguin habitat,
Cleary said. Maynard, now 22,
hailed fromPueblo Zoo in Colo-
rado and Pilchard, 11, from the
NewEnglandAquarium.

ButMaynardwas already in a
relationship—at leastatfirst.That
isuntil theotherhalfofhisbonded
pair,afemalenamedAiden,started
hangingout inbothMaynardand
Pilchard’snestboxes,Clearysaid.

Then, in another twist, Aiden
set her sights on a different
penguin, one whose mate had
recently passed away. Maynard
and Pilchard, however, decided
tostick together.Andaboutseven
years later, they’re still going
strong,Cleary said.

“I’vehadsomedifficultconver-
sationswithguests inregardsto, ‘Is
this natural?’” she said. “We give

our birds a lot of choice.Wedon’t
force our birds to do anything …
andso they’rechoosing topairup
thatway.”

During Pride Month, Chica-
go-area zoos are highlighting
LGBTQ+ animals like Pilchard
andMaynard.Fromdolphins to a
desert grasslandwhiptail lizard,
“wildlifedisplaysforusthebeauty
ofdifference,” said anews release
fromBrookfieldZooChicago.

One of the most interesting
examples is the clownfish, said
Mike Masellis, the lead animal
care specialist for aquatics at
Brookfield. They’rewhat’s called

a“protandroushermaphrodite.”
While all clownfish are born

male,they’reledbyafemale.When
the female dies, the largest and
mostdominantfishinananemone
changes intoafemaleandtakeson
a leadership role,he said.A larger
clownfish isable to laymoreeggs.
The secondmost dominantmale
will likelypairwithher,headded.

“So in ‘FindingNemo’ themom
getseaten—spoileralert,”Masel-
lis said. “Butwhatwould actually
happen is the dadwouldn’t hunt
for Nemo, he would just proba-

Same-sex penguin couple
showcases animal diversity

Two male African penguins named Maynard, left, and Pilchard gather bedding materials on Friday in Lincoln Park Zoo. The pair have been a
bonded pair for about seven years. E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Lincoln Park Zoo duo are ‘serial monogamists’ who love a bit of scandal
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OBBUERGEN, Switzerland
— Vice President JD Vance on
Monday said his lengthy talks
with senior Iranian officials in
Switzerland created a “good
foundation for a successful final
deal” as they seek a permanent
end to thewar that theU.S. and
Israelbegan in lateFebruary.

In other developments, the
U.S. Treasury issued a 60-day
license waiving sanctions on
Iranian oil as part of the interim
agreement. Notably, the license
allowsIranianoil tobe imported
into the U.S., which has not
imported significant amountsof
Iranianoil since the 1990s.

Vance and U.S. officials
claimed progress on multi-
ple fronts, including the estab-
lishment of “mechanisms” to
ensure the Strait of Hormuz, a
vitalwaterway for global energy
shipments, stays open and to
address fighting between Israel
and Iranian-backed Hezbollah
militants in southern Lebanon,
whereaceasefireappearedtobe
holding.

The vice president departed
Switzerland as technical teams
were still in place negotiating.
PresidentDonald Trump talked
up the efforts to keep the strait
open to create “an oil gusher” as
hestressedthat thekeytoresolv-
ing thewarwas “respect” from
Iran.

“As long as they respect us, I
don’t want to use theword fear
because that’s an inappropriate
word, but as longas they respect
us, we’re not going to have any
trouble,” Trump said from the
OvalOffice.

Iran effectively closed the

Vance:
Progress
made in
Iran talks
60-day waiver eases
sanctions on oil sales,
allows imports to US
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A coalition of Chicago faith
leaders and activists wants the
city to create a new anti-violence
office atCityHallwith a commu-
nityboardshapingwhothemayor
picksas its topofficial.

The group called Monday
for the City Council and Mayor
Brandon Johnson to establish
a Department of Gun Violence
Prevention. They argued the
change would protect policies
like funding for violence inter-
ruption workers from political
changes and put more focus on

drivingdownshootings.
The new department would

replace the city’s existing Office
of Community Safety, which is
headed by a mayor-appointed
deputymayor.Many faith leaders
were upset when Johnson fired
GarienGatewood from that posi-
tionearlier this year.

Itwouldbemuchmoredifficult
under the new rules for amayor
to unilaterallymake such amove,
insteadvestingmoreoftheauthor-
ity inanadvisorycommissionwith
members chosen by the mayor,
whichwouldselect threefinalists
for the top job. Themayorwould
pick fromamong thefinalists, but
could then only fire the commis-
sioner for cause.

Johnson indicatedMonday he

Faith leaders call for new anti-violence office

The Rev. Ciera Bates-Chamberlain, executive director of Live Free
Illinois, speaks alongside other faith leaders and activists at a news
conference at Chicago City Hall on Monday to call for a gun violence
prevention office. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Department would
work to tamp down
gun violence in city

TheNo.4pick isdrawingall
thebuzz inChicagothisweek,
But forayoungBulls front
office, theNo. 15pickcould
create thebiggest stir, especially
ifnewexecutivevicepresi-
dentofbasketballoperations
BrysonGrahamtries to tradeup.
ChicagoSports

Bulls preparing
NBADraft strategy

Threeyearsafterbuying the
DailyHeraldprintingplant,
TribunePublishinghasadded
thestoriedsuburbannews-
paper toanexpandingChica-
go-areaportfolio.Thepurchase
of the state’s third-largestpaper
closedMonday.Business

Tribune completes
Daily Herald sale
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