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Trump threatens tolls on strait
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Aspeopleage,cholesterolandfat
graduallyclogthewallsof twolarge
arteriescarryingoxygen-richblood
to thebrain.

Over time, depending on a
person’s diet and other lifestyle
choices, the carotid arteries can

narrowtothepoint
surgeons inter-
vene by scraping
out calcified gunk,
called plaque, to
reduce the risk of
stroke and other
diseases.

It turns out tiny
bits of plastics
pollution accumu-
lated during this

hardening of the arteries might
increase the probability of future
healthproblems.

Out of more than 300 patients
whohadtheirneckarteriesscoured,
Italianresearchersreported, those
withhigher levelsofplastics-laden
plaque were more likely to suffer
strokes, heart attacks or sudden
deathduring thenext threeyears.

The 2024 study, published in
theprestigiousNewEnglandJour-
nal ofMedicine, is among a grow-
ing amount of human and animal
research suggesting plastics pose
health hazards that only now are
coming into focus.

Scientists are particularly
concerned about microplastics,
bits no larger than a grain of rice
that could trigger heart and brain
diseasesandotherailments, either
bytheirmerepresence inpeopleor
fromtoxicchemicals leachingoutof
theparticles.

Tinier fragments — nanoplas-
tics — are 1/70th the diameter of a
human hair. They might be even

GREAT WASTE IN
THE GREAT LAKES

Hazards
of plastics
becoming
more clear
Can linger in people,
animals, studies show,
but regulation far off

FormerPresidentBarackObamastandsduring thededication
ceremonyof theObamaPresidentialCenteronThursday in
Chicago’s JacksonPark.PhotographsfromthedayonPageA6

A presidential ceremony, in images
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AbdulhaqSodaiswearsaneasy
smile. He smiles when he talks
about where he’s explored since
moving to the Chicago area. He
smiles when his wife shares how
well she’s doing in her English
lessons, when he sits down to a
home-cooked spread of Afghan
dishes,andwhenhetalksabouthis
friendand formerplatoon leader.

After more than a decade of
waitingandgrief, eventheflashof
a grin is a testament tohowmuch
Sodais cherishes his American
dreamdespitehavingeveryreason
to feel angryorafraid.

Sodais is an Afghan immi-
grant and former interpreter for
theUnited Statesmilitarywho—
after13yearsoftryingtogainentry
to the country he fought for — is
startinghis life anew inChicago’s
northsuburbs.Hemadethe long-
awaitedmove lastDecember.

Amid an increasingly complex
and antagonistic immigration
system, his story is one of rare
success.

Sodais heard hewas approved
for entry to the U.S. in Febru-
ary 2025, weeks after President
DonaldTrumpstartedhis second
term and took swift aim at immi-
gration— including longstanding

Afghan cherishing the American dream
Interpreter spent 13
years waiting for the
US to keep its word
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Above: Abdulhaq Sodais
in the living room of his
home in Evanston on May
8. Sodais is a refugee from
Afghanistan and former
interpreter for the United
States military. After 13
years of trying, he was
approved for entry into the
U.S. in February 2025. He
moved in December. JOSH
BOLAND/CHICAGO TRIBUNESee SODAIS on Page A13

Case manager Louise Joseph, left, speaks to pulmonary and critical care physician Dr. Rakesh Salgia at Roseland Community Hospital on May
19. JOSH BOLAND/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

By Lisa Schencker
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WhenWestSuburbanMedical
Center closed inMarch, it didn’t
just leavepatients inalurch; italso
left the statehighanddry.

Around the time of its closure,
the Oak Park hospital owed the
state more than $51 million in
taxes and penalties, along with
$20 million that the state had
advanced to help stabilizeWest
Suburban and its sister facil-
ity, WeissMemorial Hospital in
Chicago’sUptownneighborhood.

Now that both hospitals are
shuttered, it’s unclear whether
thestatewillgetthosedollarsback

— a situation that has intensified
debate among Illinois politicians
and hospital leaders about how
much taxpayer money the state
should spend to help safety net
hospitals,especiallyif thosehospi-
talsmightnotpaythestatebackor
arepoorly rated.

It’s a debate that strikes at
the heart of how healthcare is
funded and delivered in Illinois,
with implications for patients
across the Chicago area. Gov. JB
Pritzkersignedabill into lawthis
week aiming to address some of
the issues, but concernspersist.

Across Illinois, 19 hospitals —
mostly safety net hospitals like
WestSuburbanandWeiss—owed

the state nearly $705 million in
taxes, penalties and advance
payments, as of earlier this year,
accordingtoinformationobtained
from the Illinois Department of
Healthcare and Family Services
throughFreedomofInformation
Act requests.

“It’s really pretty alarming
on a lot of fronts, the total dollar
amounts involved,” Sen. Chapin
Rose, the chief budgetnegotiator
for Illinois Senate Republicans,
told the Tribune, emphasizing
the need formore transparency
andrules.“Wekeepunderwriting
hospitals that are literally going
outofbusinessand the taxpayers
are leftholding thebag.”

Safety net hospital leaders,
however, say thedebts are symp-
tomaticofthechallengestheyface
in serving vulnerable communi-
ties that rely on the facilities for
careandemployment.

Patientssaytheydependonthe
hospitals tokeep themhealthy.

PatientMary Anne Cruet said
shetrustsHumboldtParkHealth
— a safety net hospital that owed
the statemore than $6.2million
as of earlier this year—with her
life. She’s continued to travel to
the hospital for monthly infu-
sions even after shemoved away
fromHumboldt Park about two

Safety net hospital
debt ignites debate
Illinois medical centers owe the state more than $700M, sparking questions and calls for change
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NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL SMART!
TWO DAYS ONLY Friday, June 26 and Saturday, June 27 from 10AM-4PM

SMART JEWELERS IS BUYING
JEWELRY, WATCHES, DIAMONDS, COINS, PAPER MONEY & MORE

600 Central Ave., #111
Highland Park, IL 60035

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED
Call 847.673.6000

More info in
Life & Travel section

$ 5 . 7 5 | S U N D AY, J U N E 2 1 , 2 0 2 6 | C H I C A G O T R I B U N E . C O M

Winnerof 29PulitzerPrizes forExcellence inJournalism

179th year No. 172
© Chicago TribuneAlmanac . . . . . . . . . . . A17

Crossword . . . In Comics
Editorials . . . . . . . . . . . .B1

Horoscope . . . In Comics
Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B3
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . A18

Rides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G7
Success. . . . . . . . . . . . . G4
Television . . . . . . . . . . . E6

INDEX

Visit myaccount.chicagotribune.com or call
312-546-7900 to sign up for a subscription. To
place an ad, visit placeanad.chicagotribune.com. Complete details on Page B14

SUBSCRIPTION WEATHER FORECAST

Final


