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By Audrey Pachuta
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Forfouryears,Lockportresi-
dents Ray and Shelly Romolt
havestaredouttheirwindowat
anemptylot,waitingfortheday
developerswould transform it
intoahomefornewneighbors.

They’vebeeneagertowatch
construction commence, and
havelongpicturedthemoment
amoving truckwould deliver
fresh faces to join them for
bocce, book clubs or “drive-
waydrinking”—threeactivities
commonly practiced in their
southwest suburban over-55
neighborhood.

Normally, the couple
would’ve been giddy after
seeingasoldsignonthe lot last
month, and evenmore excited
whenmeshconstructionfenc-
ing began to go up twoweeks
ago. But now, after spotting
four speckled eggs resting on
theground, they’reworking to
delaytheprocess inaneffort to
keep a family of killdeer birds
safe.

“Wewantyoutostop, just for
amonth or so,” Shelly Romolt
said her husband told an
employeeat thedevelopment’s
modelhome.“Andthen,please,
buildaway.”

According to Stephanie
Beilke, the senior manager of
conservation science at Audu-
bon Great Lakes, killdeer are
protectedundertheMigratory
BirdTreatyAct,whichdictates
that no bird native to the U.S.
can be hunted, killed or trans-
portedwithout prior authori-
zation by the Department of
InteriorU.S. Fish andWildlife
Service.

Beilkesaidkilldeerareatype
of shorebird considered close
relatives to the endangered
piping plovers best known in
Chicago for their appearances
on Montrose Beach. Having
read about the connection
betweenthetwospeciesonline,
the Romolts said protecting
their neighborhood’s killdeer

LOCKPORT

A scramble
to protect
eggs near
build site
Couple races to halt
home construction
until killdeer hatch

By Lisa Mascaro
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON—TheHouse
for the first time Wednesday
approved awar powers resolution
that would halt the U.S. military
action against Iran, defying Presi-

dentDonaldTrumpasahandfulof
RepublicansjoinedwithDemocrats
in a vote to end the three-month-
long conflict that has reordered
politics athomeandabroad.

House Speaker Mike Johnson
hadtriedtopreventanoutcomethat
would showthemountingopposi-

tion to the war, abruptly shutting
down floor action twoweeks ago
when the resolution was on the
verge of approval. But displeasure
hasonlygrownastheconflictdrags
onandasTrumpstruggles tonego-
tiate aplan forpeace.

The roll call Wednesday was

215-208, but next steps are uncer-
tain.Trumpwould likelyrejectany
measure fromCongress to limithis
commander-in-chiefauthority.Still,
thetally,withfourRepublicansjoin-
ingDemocrats,wasarebukeof the
president’swarstrategy,andcheers
erupted in theHousechamber.

“This reckless and costlywar of
choice needs to end today,”House
Democratic Leader Hakeem
Jeffries ofNewYork said earlier in
theweek.

“All we need are a handful of

House passeswar powersmeasure in rebuke of Trump’s Iran strategy

By Jake Sheridan
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Illinois Comptroller Susana
Mendoza announced Wednes-
day she will make a second run
formayor of Chicago,marking the
biggest entry yet in a sure-to-be-
crowdedfieldof candidates.

Mendoza, the state’s chief
fiscal manager since 2016, touted

herself as a proven leader capable
of addressing thecity’sfiscalwoes,
decreasingcrimeandrestoringfaith
incitygovernmentduringa launch
party at Taquería Los Comales in
LittleVillage.

Shepositionedherself asaprag-
matist, standing onstage in the
restaurant surrounded by signs
emblazonedwiththeslogan“prog-
ress is greater than promises,” a

phrasesherepeatedthroughouther
mayoral launch speech.Mendoza
urgedvoters to focusonherrecord
of getting things done during 25
years inelectedoffice.

She ran formayor once before,
placingfifthinthefirstroundofthe
city’s2019electionultimatelywon
byLoriLightfoot.

The moderate Democrat, who
previously served as city clerk and
astaterepresentative,officiallygot
intotheraceafteralongrun-upthat

ELECTION 2027

Mendoza to run formayor again

Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza speaks about why she is running for Chicago mayor during a news
conference at Taquería Los Camales in Little Village on Wednesday. EILEEN T. MESLAR/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

State comptroller who finished fifth in ’19 race
will position herself as tough-on-crime centrist
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W hile crews were still
putting on the finish-
ing touches— including
paving part of the park-
ing garage entrance —
Chicago and national
media were given a

previewof theObamaPresidentialCenter inJack-
son Park Wednesday ahead of it welcoming the
public later thismonth.

The grand opening is set for June 19, following
a star-studded dedication event the day before.
TheObamaFoundationhasnotyetannouncedthe
namesofguestsperformersat theceremony,but it
will be streamedat aneighborhoodwatchparty at
theMidwayPlaisanceandonline.

Here’s what to expect, some basics about the
opening, and itemsof interest to lookout forwhen
youmanage toget in.

INSIDE THE MUSEUM
Themuseum spans four floors, culminating in

the“SkyRoom”with sweepingviewsonall sides.
Thefirstfloor focuseson theprogressivemove-

ments that preceded Barack Obama: labor, voting
rights, theNewDeal and the cultural transforma-
tions of the 1960s through the 1980s. The exhibit
pulls few punches, referring bluntly to pushback
againstracialprogress,wideninggapsbetweenrich
andpooranddriversof theconservativemovement
frompresidentsRichardNixon toRonaldReagan.

Chicago touchpoints are found throughout the
museum, though the bulk are on the first floor,

OBAMA,
INNEW
LIGHT

With blunt exhibits on racism and work that
remains, presidential center tells rich story

Above: A statue of President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama will greets visitors at the Obama Presidential
Center in Chicago’s Jackson Park. Top: A visitor sits in the museum’s Sky Room. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS
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