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Embarking on a second term
about six months after the U.S.
Supreme Court’s conservative
majority struck down the federal
right to abortion, Gov. JB Pritzker
declared inhis January 2023 inau-
guraladdress that thenewrealities
facingthoseseekingtheprocedure
“demandthatweestablishaconsti-
tutionalprotectionforreproductive
rights in Illinois.”

In the four legislative sessions
since, however, Pritzker and the
Democratic-controlled Illinois
General Assembly have taken no
visible steps toward realizing that
goal. The lack of action in Spring-
fieldaheadofaSundaydeadlinefor
lawmakers to place constitutional
amendment referendums on the
Nov. 3 ballot guarantees Pritzker
will end his second termwithout
voters having an opportunity to
decide whether abortion rights
should be enshrined in the Illinois
Constitution.

Undoubtedly, Illinois law
contains some of the strongest
protections for abortion rights
in the nation, and Democratic
lawmakers continue to pass
measures to protect access for the
state’s residents and for themany
out-of-state patients who come to
Illinois to receive services. But the
absenceof apublicpush to change
thestateconstitutionreflectswhat
abortion rights supporters see as a
more urgent situation in Republi-
can-controlledstates,aswellas the
challengeofpassinganamendment
that requires approval by three-
fifthsmajorities in both legislative
chambersandbyvoters.

For Pritzker, a billionaire gover-
nor who has spent millions of
dollars supporting similar abor-
tion rights efforts in other states,
the lack of action in Illinois cracks
the door to criticism that his focus
isdividedashecampaignsthisyear
for a rare third term in Springfield
and considers a bid for theDemo-
cratic presidential nomination in
2028. By tabling a possible consti-
tutional amendment, Democrats
also have handed abortion rights
opponents a rare opportunity to

Amendment
for abortion
rights still
not a reality
Supporters seemore
urgent situation in
GOP-controlled states

By Angie Leventis Lourgos and Addison Wright | CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Father of twoWaleedAtawnehhas urged his southwest suburban high school district to addArabic
to its world language program, contending it would boost job prospects for students, serve a national
interestandprovideanopportunity formanychildren—includinghisown—toidentifywiththesubject
matter they’re studying.

“Itwouldallowthestudents tosee themselves in thecurriculum,”saidAtawneh,asecond-generation
ArabAmericanwhohopeshisyoungkidswillonedayhave theoptionto takeArabic languageclassesat
their public high school. “If theArabAmerican students saw their language, their culture, being taught
aspartof themainstreamcurriculum…itwouldallowthemtobeseen.”

But theargumenthasnotgonesmoothly.DespiteasizablepopulationofArabAmericanstudentsand
groundswellofsupport frommanyparents,OrlandPark-basedHighSchoolDistrict230is facingcontro-
versyoveraproposal tocreateanArabic languageprogram.

Many proponents expressed
frustrationwiththeschoolboard
andadministrationasmultiyear
efforts tobringArabic language
instruction to District 230
appeared to stall, culminating
with the recent resignation of
theonlyArabAmericanmember
of the schoolboard.

Local educatorMohammed
Jaber — who first proposed
addingArabic languageinstruc-
tion to the district’s curriculum
in 2023 — stepped down from
the school board in lateMarch,
citing frustration with district
resistance and delays to the
proposal.

“Iaskedonce, twice,Ithought

Arabic curriculum
faces controversy
Despite groundswell of support, southwest suburban school district’s
multiyear attempt to add language program has not gone smoothly

Above: Students learn Arabic words while playing with bilingual flash cards during Modern Arabic 1 class
at Richards High School in Oak Lawn on April 17. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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Adrian Williams knew some-
thingwaswrongwhen the police
vehicles pulled up near his parked
car outside a Planet Fitness in
northwest Indiana.

Officers shouted “hands
up” and pointed guns at him, a
“nerve-wracking” experience, the
18-year-old Portage High School
senior said.Hemanaged to get out
of his car and kneel downwith his

hands in theair, hismindracing.
As police surrounded him, blue

and red lights flashing, Williams
couldcomeupwithonlyonepossi-
ble reason for an arrest. So, even
before the handcuffs went on, he
started screaming, “It’s a water
gun!”and“I’mplayingseniorassas-
sin!”

Up until that April 10moment,
Williams had never been in trou-
blewith the law,heandhismother
say.Williamsissettograduate,with
plans to attend andplay football at
St.XavierUniversity in the fall.

But now, Williams is facing a
felony charge after participat-
ing in senior assassin, a popular
tag-style game where teens hunt

down their opponents with Nerf
andwater guns.Despite its threat-
ening-sounding name, it’s usually
a good-spirited elimination chal-
lengethathasbecometraditionfor
manyhighschoolseniorsacrossthe
Chicagoareaand thecountry.

But suburban police and school
officialswarnthattheriteofpassage
canbe“incrediblydangerous,”espe-
cially when it’s played in public.
As high school graduation season
approaches, police have blasted
alertsaboutthecontroversialgame,
which they said has heavily been
on their radar in recent years. The
gameistypicallyorganizedonsocial

‘Senior assassin’ gameworries officials
Teen faces felony after
playing the tag-style high
school rite of passage

Adrian Williams, a senior at Portage High School, with his mother, Tiffany
May, in Portage, Indiana, on Wednesday. He was charged with a felony
after officers responded to a report of a gun — which turned out to not
be real — outside a Planet Fitness. TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/TRIBUNE
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