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Itwascreated toconnectus,
a2,448-milegatewaytovast
lands thatpreviouslyexisted
only in thecollective imagi-
nation.Eachmilepromised
freedomandescape,oppor-
tunityandadventure.

Route66, “TheMain
StreetofAmerica.”

There isperhapsnobetter-known
highwayanywhere in theworld. In
its 100-yearhistory, ithasofferedsafe
passage toDustBowlrefugees,World
WarII transportsandvacationing fami-
lies. JohnSteinbeckcalled it “themother
road, theroadofflight.”NatKingCole
croonedabout itskicks ina1946hit song.
DisneyandPixar took inspiration fromit
fora2006blockbuster.

Despitebeingdecommissionedin1985
infavorofafasterandwiderinterstate
highwaysystem,Route66continuesto
captureourimaginationsintheremnants
of itspastglorythatremaintoday.

As the iconicroadcelebrates its
centennialonApril 30withevents
plannedthroughout theyear, the
ChicagoTribunesetoutacrossRoute66

tofindthestories itholds, introducing
readers to thepeopleandplaces itwas
designedtoconnect: thecolorfulcharac-
tersandroadsideoddities, thebusiness
owners trying torevitalize theirpiecesof
historyandtheever-changingvistas that
continue todefinethis famedhighway.
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WithlessthanayearuntilChica-
go’snextmayoralelectionandamid
a growing field of prospective
candidates,morecityresidentshold
a dim view of incumbent Brandon
Johnson than a positive one about
his often-chaotic first term at City
Hall, anewpoll shows.

TheSuffolkUniversity/Chicago
Tribune poll of 500 adult resi-
dents, conductedApril 11-15, found
44% viewed the mayor unfavor-
ably, while just 34% viewed him
favorably. The remainder were
undecided or said they had never
heard of him. The poll, conducted
by David Paleologos, director
of Suffolk University’s Political
Research Center, carries an over-
all margin of error of 4.4 percent-
agepoints.

The numbers spell an uphill
road to reelection for Johnson,
the former teachers union orga-
nizer and Cook County commis-
sioner who rode the progressive

Poll:Many
hold dimview
of Johnson
Mayormay face uphill
reelection climb as 44%
view him unfavorably

By A.D. Quig and Alex Nitkin
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This story is a collaboration
between the IllinoisAnswers
Project and theChicagoTribune.

Property tax bills arrived
months late for hundreds of
thousandsofCookCountyhome-

owners last year, causing head-
achesandconfusion forproperty
ownersandthelocalgovernments
they fund.

Five months later, thousands
arestillwaitingforbillsandtensof
thousandsarewaitingforrefunds,
thelatestdevelopmentinthetech-
nology upgrade debacle that has
roiled thecounty’s tax systemfor

morethanfouryearswithnoclear
end in sight.

“I don’t knowwhat happened
— I just never got the bill,” said
Melvin Brooks, a 72-year-old
retiredpastor.

Brookssaidhecalled theCook
County treasurer’s office to ask
why he never learned what he
owes on his home inwest subur-

banBellwood.
Heworrieshe’llgetadoublebill

allatonce,awhoppingunplanned
cost for thehomewherehis chil-
drenandgrandchildrennowlive,
he said.

“I tried online, but I can’t get
through,” Brooks said. “There’s
somekindofglitchorsomething.”

The “glitch” is actually dozens

Property taxmess still bedevils CookCounty
Months after late bills, thousands still waiting with no resolution in sight
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OneChicago police officerwas
killedandanothercritically injured
after they were shot at Endeavor
HealthSwedishHospitalSaturday
morning by a man they brought
in for treatment at the emergency

room, according to police and
hospital officials. The suspect was
taken intocustody.

Chicago Police Superintendent
Larry Snelling said in a depart-
ment-wide message to police,
obtained by the Tribune, that an
officerassigned to theAlbanyPark
(17th) District was shot and killed
while transporting the suspect
inside theLincolnSquarehospital.

Another officerwas also shot and
remains incriticalconditionSatur-
dayafternoon,hewrote.

Snelling called the shooting “a
devastating loss for our depart-
ment and our city” and called on
thedepartmenttosupportthefallen
officer’s family.

“This officer gave his life to
protect his fellowChicagoans, and
wewill never let our city forgethis
sacrifice,”hewrote.

Whileofficialshaven’tyetnamed

1 copkilled, 1 hurt in shooting
Police: Officers shot byman they brought
to SwedishHospital; suspect in custody

A police officer salutes as an ambulance transports the body of a police officer to the medical examiner’s
office on Saturday in Chicago. The officer was killed in a shooting at Swedish Hospital. JOHN J. KIM/TRIBUNE

Above: Becka Wallace and her
children Briar, 7 months, Bowen,
3, and Baron, 4, wait for the movie
to start at the Tascosa Drive-In in
Amarillo, Texas, on June 13.

Top: Route 66 just west of Oatman,
Arizona, on Oct. 15.

See SHOOTING on Page A7

By Luke Broadwater
and Michael M. Grynbaum
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trumpwas rushed out of
theWhiteHouse correspondents’
dinnerSaturdaynightafterreports
of gunfire.

A suspect was stopped at a
security perimeter and taken into
custody,accordingtopeople famil-
iarwith the investigation.

According to theWhite House
presspool,agroupofreporterswho
travelwiththepresident,amember
of the Secret Service shouted,
“Shotsfired.”

Agentswithgunsdrawnsprinted
throughtheaislestoreachthepres-
ident, who later wrote on social
media, “LETTHESHOWGOON.”

Guests were about fiveminutes
into the dinner hour when a
commotioncouldbeheardtoward
the back of the ballroom. Security
officials then sprinted through the
aisles toward the stagewhere the
presidentwas seated.

Trump
safe after
reports
of gunfire
President rushed off
stage at DC dinner;
suspect in custody
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