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TODAY FRI. SAT.

WHITE SOX
AT BREWERS
First pitch: 1:10 p.m.
TV: CHSN
In Sports: Questions
loom over the Sox as
they continue their
rebuilding project,
including realistic
expectations for
Japanese slugger
Munetaka Murakami.

NATIONALS
AT CUBS
First pitch: 1:20 p.m.
TV: Marquee
In Sports: Infielder
Alex Bregman has put
in the work, and his
performance and fit
in the lineup could be
what the Cubs need
to push them into a
deep October run.

By Adriana Pérez
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

During a year marked by
Canadianwildfire smoke and
anunprecedented dust storm,
whichworsenedtransportation
emissions, Chicago ranked as
the third-most pollutedmajor
U.S. city in2025, according toa
reportreleasedTuesday.

The average concentration
of small particulate matter
in the city last year was 9.7
micrograms per cubic meter
of air — almost double the
WorldHealth Organization’s
recommendedlimitof5micro-
grams per cubic meter, and a
more than 15% increase from
2024, whenChicago dropped
to seventh place among the
most polluted major cities in
the country. It was second in
2023. Smaller communities in
the Joliet area— Ingalls Park,
Lockport and Crest Hill —
recorded the highest concen-
trations in the state, and all
averagedabove10micrograms
percubicmeter.

“Places that typically enjoy
goodqualityair, liketheUnited
StatesandEuropeandCanada,
werehit veryhard (in 2025)…
bywildfiresmoke,”saidChristi
Chester-Schroeder, leadauthor
of the report and senior air
quality sciencemanagerat the
Swiss technology company
IQAir. “So it is a very stark
reminder that air quality is a
fragile asset. And just because
weenjoyedperiodsofgoodair
quality, it doesn’t mean that
it’s guaranteed, and it doesn’t
mean that it’s not something
thatweneed to continue tobe
vigilant about.”

Bad air quality is a “chronic
problem” in theChicago area,
saidBrianUrbaszewski,direc-
tor of environmental health
programs at the Respiratory
HealthAssociation.

“We’re amajor city.There’s
a lot of industry here,” he
said. “There’s a lot of traffic,
including truck traffic and
train traffic. We have power
plant emissions blowing into
the Chicago area from down
south.”

But when events likewild-
firesmokeoragriculturaldust

Report:
City’s no
breath of
fresh air
Smoke, traffic have
Chicago among top
of US pollution list

By Kaitlyn Huamani
and Barbara Ortutay
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — A jury
in California found Meta and
YouTube liable in a first-of-its-
kind lawsuit that aimed to hold
social media platforms respon-
sible for harm to children using
theirservices,awardingtheplain-
tiff$3 million indamages.

After more than 40 hours of
deliberation across nine days,
jurorsdecidedMetaandYouTube
were negligent in the design or
operationof theirplatforms.

The jury also decided each
company’s negligence was a
substantial factor in causing

harm to the plaintiff, a 20-year-
oldwomanwho says her use of
social media as a child addicted
hertothetechnologyandexacer-
batedhermentalhealthstruggles.

This is the second verdict to
come in this week againstMeta
aftera jury inNewMexicodeter-
mined the company harms chil-
dren’smental health and safety,
violating state law.

In the Los Angeles case, the
multimillion-dollar verdict will
onlygrowsince the jurydecided
thecompaniesactedwithmalice,
oppressionor fraud.Thismeans
they will hear new evidence
Wednesday and head back into

Jurors find socialmedia
platforms harm children

Top: Kenzie Hart takes a group picture with family
members in front of the marquee at Wrigley Field in
Chicago on Wednesday. JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

LET’SHAVE
A BALL

TheChicagoTribune
reportontheCubs’firsthome
gameofthe1876seasonnoted
acrowdofaround5,000-
6,000wentthrough“all sorts
of troubles toget ticketsand
seats forChicago’sopening
gameofthecentennialyear.”

But theCubs luckedout,
the report added, as “theweatherencouraged theatten-
dance, for afinerday foragamewashardlyever seen.”

TheCubs, thennamedtheWhiteStockings,woundup
witha6-0winover theCincinnatiReds in thefirst season
of theNationalLeague, spurringoptimismfor local fans
andmedia.That includedmypredecessorat theTribune,
anunnamedwriterwhocomplimented the team’s front
office,which thenconsistedofoneman,ownerWilliamA.
Hulbert.

“It looksas if theChicagoClubmanagementhaddone it
at last—hadselectedaclub tofitly represent this city, and
therefore toexcel all otherclubs in theWest, if not in the
country,” the story read.

Whether thecurrentCubs teamput togetherbyPresi-
dentJedHoyerfitly represents thecity is yet tobedeter-
mined,but 150years later they’ll open the2026season

Opening day arrives for Cubs, Sox with
optimism, new faces, even a few bidets

CHICAGOLAND
Delivery robots shatter bus shelters
Fooddelivery robotshave shattered twocitybus shelterswithin
the lastweek, fueling thosewhosay they shouldn’thave to share
thewaywith theapparently freewheelingautomatons.PageA3
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By Jake Sheridan and Alice Yin
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

WhenMayorBrandonJohnson
pulledouthissilvervetopenonce
again onWednesday— this time
to strike down the City Council’s
plantofreezescheduledminimum
wagepayraisesfortippedworkers
—hepromisedafight.

Standing before supporters
inside a restaurant in theWood-
lawn neighborhood less than a
year before his expected run for
a second term, Johnson sounded
like a candidate as he not only
urged residents to call aldermen,
relativesandeventhegovernorto
backhimupbut also cast himself

in stark political terms as the
city’s “organizer-in-chief” and a
defenderofworking-classChica-
goans.

“Iwillnotallowourprogress to
be put on pause. I will not allow
us, as a city, to compromisewhat
workers deserve.Wewill fight to
preservetheraisesoftippedwork-
ers,” Johnsonsaid.

Passed in 2023, the “One Fair
Wage”ordinance,whichgradually

eliminatesthecity’ssubminimum
wagefortippedworkers,wasakey
politicalwin forJohnsonandone
he’llundoubtedlyuseasacorner-
stonesuccess storyshouldherun
for reelection. Last week, alder-
menvoted30-18tofreezetheordi-
nance’s implementation, citing
rampant concerns from many
restaurant owners that the hikes

Freeze
on tipped
wage hike
vetoed
Mayor sets up another
fight with city council

Mayor Brandon Johnson signs a veto of an ordinance pausing a
phaseout of the subminimum tipped wage as he’s joined by supporters
Wednesday at Let’s Eat to Live restaurant in Chicago’s Woodlawn
neighborhood. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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