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Inavideoreminiscentof scenes
in Chicago, down to the snow on
the ground, an immigration agent
fired shots point-blank into a car
blocking a residential road in
Minneapolis, killing a 37-year-old
mom.
Less than 24 hours later, at a

newsconference inNewYork,U.S.
DepartmentofHomelandSecurity
Secretary Kristi Noemwas asked
about localofficialsclaimingthey’d
beencutoutof the investigationof
the fatal encounter.
“They have not been cut out.

They do not have any jurisdic-
tion in this investigation,” Noem
told reporters. She also reiterated
the Trump administration’s snap
judgmentthat thekillingwas justi-
fied, despite video that seemingly
showed the woman behind the
wheel trying to move her vehicle
out of theway.
ThekillingofReneeGood,aU.S.

citizen andmother of three, again
brought tensions to a flashpoint.
And many in the Chicago area,
where residents are still reeling
from more than two months of
chaos during OperationMidway
Blitz,havereviveda legalquestion.
Can or should state and local

agencies investigate and poten-
tially file charges against immi-
gration agents who appear to
have crossed the line during their
enforcement actions?
The idea of doing so has the

backing of some legal experts
who say local law enforcement is
wellwithin its rights tofilecharges
where they believe Illinois law
has been violated, from assault to
civil rights abuses to first-degree
murder.
Thequestionwasalso frontand
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MILWAUKEE— As usual, Marcia
Lehmancouldnotwatch.
It had been thatway for a long time,

this habit of not watching her son’s
races, Though it had become part
superstitionbynow, ithadalwaysbeen
more about coping. The truth is that
she could not handle it. The anxiety.
The nerves. The helplessness of being
a spectator.
AndsointhemomentsbeforeEmery

Lehman approached the starting line
last weekend at the Pettit National Ice
Center,Marciamadeafamiliarexitand
walked outside. She began her go-to
calmingroutine,pacingandsmokinga
cigaretteor three.Anything to takeher
mind off the pressure and stakes, both
ofwhich feltmuchheavier thanusual.
EmeryLehman, theOakParknative

and one of the fastest speedskaters in
theworld,was inthatmomentattempt-
ingtoqualify forhis fourthconsecutive
Olympics.Nevermindthathisplaceon
Team USAwas likely already secure,
given his role on a formidable Team
Pursuit squad that didn’t necessarily
requirehequalify individually.
To make the Olympics that way,

though, by the appointment of a
committee, felt like a consolation

FINISHLINE
IN SIGHT
After dedicatingmuch of the past 20 years
to speedskating, Oak Park’s Emery Lehman
enters his fourth— and last —Olympics

Above: Emery Lehman skates on his way to winning the men’s 1,500-meter
competition on Jan. 4 during the U.S. Olympic Team Trials Long Track at the Pettit
National Ice Center in Milwaukee. Top: Lehman, right, celebrates with his parents,
David and Marcia, after winning the race and qualifying for the Milan Olympics.
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Venezuelans in area
face a difficult choice
After the U.S. captured Nicolás
Maduro last weekend,“people are
afraid to stay and people are afraid
to return.”Chicagoland, Page 3
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SPRINGFIELD— In an elec-
tion-year General Assembly
session where what won’t pass
will likely be as telling as what
might, Illinois lawmakers return
to the Capitol facing a familiar
but narrowing path: avoid polit-
ically radioactive fights, plug a
more than$2billionbudgethole
and sell voters on a single unify-
ingthemeDemocratsare leaning
on fromWashington to Spring-
field—affordability.
Withcontrolofbothchambers

and thegovernor’soffice,Demo-

cratsareanticipatedtosteerclear
of sweeping, high-risk policy
overhauls as they campaign for
everyHouseseat,aslateofSenate
races, and Gov. JB Pritzker’s bid
for a third term. Instead, legisla-
tive leaders are signaling major
proposals—fromhealthcareand
insurance regulation to energy
policyandevenhowthestatewill
entertainChicagoBearsstadium
talks—will be filtered through a
cost-of-living lens.
Hovering over it all is the fact

thatIllinoisenters itsnewbudget
cycle on July 1 with a forecasted
$2.2 billion shortfall and shrink-
ing federal support from the
Republican Trump administra-
tion. While Democrats say they
are committed to balancing the
budgetwithoutdramaticdisrup-

State lawmakers return to
Capitol facing budget gap
Look to plug $2 billion
hole while pushing
affordability message
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IN CHICAGOLAND: Illinois AG
says National Guard case should
be resolved in its favor following
Supreme Court ruling. Page 2

IN NATION & WORLD: Congress
weighs action against ICE as
Democrats push for more oversight
and take aim at Kristi Noem.

Turn to Jurisdiction, Page 6

Turn to Lehman, Page 8

Turn to Lawmakers, Page 4

Bears cornerback Nahshon Wright takes down Packers wide
receiver Christian Watson, who fumbles the ball just short of the
end zone during the second quarter of Saturday’s NFC wild-card
matchup at Soldier Field. The Bears rallied from 18 points down to
stun the Packers 31-27. Coverage at chicagotribune.com

Bearswin in a thriller
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