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FORGOTTENSOULS
There are few memorials for the Chicagoans who died
during the 1995 heat wave. While there are some reminders,
a question lingers: Why did it become an afterthought?
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Signs of hope
Meet Frankie, a deaf rescue
puppy whose understanding
of American Sign Language
could save his life.

REAL ESTATE

Hidden costs
Buying a house doesn’t mean
the end of big cash outlays.
Take a quiz on routine and
surprise expenses.

ByA.D.Quig
Chicago Tribune

Onawarm, lateJunemorningat
TrumanCollegeinUptown,Mayor
Brandon Johnson welcomed
attendees to the first of several
budget roundtables.
He hit on a familiar litany of

positive developments, touting a
drop in crime, expanded mental
andbehavioralhealthservices,and
youthemploymentopportunities.
“Let’s continue to expand and

find innovative ways that we can
bring true collaboration into the
budgeting process to ensure that
all of our residents are heard and
that their needs are met,” John-
son said. “I’m truly honored that
you are all here to help guide this
budget process. Itwill not be easy,
butnothingeverworthfightingfor
ever is.”
Itwas theonlyallusionJohnson

made to the disorder in Chicago’s
fiscal house that threatens the
improvements and investments
he’s fought for: a more than $1
billionanticipateddeficit for2026,
a major pending union contract,
a fractious City Council resistant
to both new revenues and cuts,
federal threats to cancel grants to
local governments and a school
district long overdue on a prom-
isedpensionpayback.
Two days after that roundtable,

Johnson’s finance team would
disclose the city ended 2024with
a$161milliondeficit,emptyingone
of itskeyemergencyfunds.Adding
to the bad tidings last week was a
final$7billionestimate for thecost
of a state bill boosting benefits for
policeandfirepensioners through
2055.
That zeroed out “unallocated”

reservebalance iseven lower than
the depths of the 2008 recession,
whenitheld just$226,000,accord-
ing to the city’s annual financial
reports. It represents a serious

Chicago’s
fiscal
house in
disorder
Upcoming budget
‘grimmest picture of all’
for mayor, aldermen

Christine Mertzelos discusses new Medicaid cuts while receiving
treatment for a diabetic ulcer at Humboldt Park Health in Chicago on
Thursday. E.JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Tariffs onEU,Mexico
President Donald Trump said he
is levying tariffs of 30% against
the European Union and Mexico
beginning Aug. 1. Nation & World

Ameteoric trajectory
How the Cubs’ Pete Crow-
Armstrong, a first-time All-Star at
23, has become elite in every facet
of the game. Chicago Sports

ByLilyCarey | Chicago Tribune

Floating about 500 feet offshore of Illinois Beach State
Park,HillaryGlandontightenedherscubagoggles,grabbed
a small masonite plate from a nearby kayak and dove
beneath theLakeMichigan surface.
The masonite plate, called a Hester-Dendy sampler,

helps biologists likeGlandon scrape algae off underwater
rocks.Justa fewfeetbelowthesurface, shereachedahuge
underwaterridgemadeof limestoneandotherrockspiled
into 750-foot rowsparallel to the coast.
On this dive in late June, a crew of four scuba divers

ferriedequipmentbackand forthbetween thekayaksand
the underwater ridges, collecting sediment samples near
thebouldersanddroppingoffunderwatercamerason the
bottom of the lake. As the divers continued their work, a
thick morning fog began to fade, giving way to clear blue
waters. Fromthe surface, schools of juvenilefishcouldbe
spotteddriftingbetweenpatchesof sunlightat thebottom
of the ridges.
Thesestructures, called“rubbleridges,”aren’t just typi-

cal rocky reefs found on the bottom of the Great Lakes —
they’re entirelyman-made.
“We just want to see, are these reefs impacting aquatic

biodiversity as well as sediment retention?” Glandon
said. “We’re trying to get thewhole picture of the aquatic
community, and in order to do that, we need to sample

Shoring the lake
Can artificial reefs in LakeMichigan
slow erosion and boost fish population?
Researchers are aiming to find out

ByLisa Schencker
Chicago Tribune

ChristineMertzelos is tryingto
avoidhavingher leg amputated.
Twice a week, a hospital van

carries her from her home in
Wrigleyville to the wound clinic
atHumboldtParkHealth,where
a diabetic ulcer on her ankle is
cleaned, treated and dressed.
At one point, the ulcer wrapped
nearly all the way around her
lower leg — a situation that
can lead to amputation if not
controlled. The ulcer, however,

has shrunk significantly.
“This place has been a life-

saver forme,” saidMertzelos, 61.
“Without thisclinicIdon’tknow
what Iwoulddo.”
She and others, however, are

worried they may have to find
out in coming years. The recent
signing of the “One Big Beauti-
fulBill”has thrownintoquestion
the future of services at safe-
ty-net hospitals like Humboldt
Park Health that care for large
numbers of people onMedicaid.
Thenewlawwill slashanesti-

mated $1 trillion fromMedicaid
over thenext 10years tohelppay
for taxcutsandenhancedborder
and national security, according

Safety-net hospitals face potential service cuts, layoffs
Trump’s tax bill
throws into question
future ofMedicaid
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Above: Hillary Glandon, an associate research scientist with
the Illinois Natural History Survey’s Lake Michigan biologist
station, surfaces after collecting sediment core samples on
a dive on June 30 at an artificial reef site in Zion.
Top: Team members collect samples from the artificial reef
off the coast of Illinois Beach State Park in Zion on June 24.
The team collected nine sediment samples and four algae
samples that day. AUDREY RICHARDSON/TRIBUNE PHOTOS Turn to Lake, Page 10
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL DEALWEEK

50%OFFUP
TO

IN–STORE
Save on dorm essentials
and more July 14–20.

(Plus, scan for a discount code!)


