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By Molly Morrow
AURORA BEACON-NEWS

Asettlementagreementhasbeen
reachedinaresidentlawsuitagainst
the city of Yorkville over a roughly
1,000-acre data center campus
slated to take shape in the area in
the future.

Last week, the Yorkville City
Council approved a conditional
settlement agreement in connec-
tionwith the lawsuit that, among

Yorkville data center project to be rephased
Change is part of
resident lawsuit
settlement agreement

A map of proposed data centers in Yorkville shows Project Cardinal, a planned data center development on just over 1,000 acres in the northwest
corner of Yorkville on the border with Sugar Grove. Engineering Enterprises Inc./CITY OF YORKVILLE

By David Sharos
FOR THE AURORA BEACON-NEWS

People have already starting
hitting the road for the upcoming
FourthofJulyweekend,whichmay
seea recordnumberof travelers in
Illinois,officialswiththeAAAAuto
ClubGroupsaid.

Inarecentpressrelease,officials
withAAApredictedthat4.2million
Illinois residentswill travelat least
50miles during the Fourth of July
travel period, which has already
begunandwill endSunday, July5.

The release adds that about 3.8
millionIllinoisresidentswill travel
by car during the holiday period,
andthat“while thisyear’s increase
ismodestcomparedtorecentgains,
itstillsetsarecordforFourthofJuly
travel inIllinois,asstrongconsumer
demand continues to offset higher
travel costs.”

Atotalof147,000areexpectedto
flyfromthestate,alongwitha4.7%
increaseinothermodesoftranspor-
tationliketrainandbus,ata levelof
almost269,000, officialswithAAA
said.

Molly Hart, spokesperson for
theAAAAutoClubGroup,saidthis
week “will include a lot of people
traveling nationally and also here
in Illinois.”

“Weare up .5% from theFourth
ofJuly in2025,”Hartsaidofpredic-
tions forFourthofJuly travel. “The
good news is that gas prices are
down. They are still high, but they
aredown.”

As ofMonday, the average price
per gallon in Illinois was $4.13,
while a year ago itwas$3.48—still
65 cents a gallon higher than last
year, “but belowwhat we’ve been
experiencing in the last couple of
months”Hart said.

“The Fourth of July is a family
holiday and people are still plan-
ning to be together. However,
because of the high gas prices,

Fourth of
July travel
has already
begun

Central count election judges process primary election mail-in ballots,
March 24, 2024, at the Chicago Board of Elections. BRIAN CASSELLA/
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

By Rick Pearson
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
Monday that Illinois and other
statescancontinuetocountmail-in
ballots cast by Election Day that
arrive afterward, rejecting a chal-
lenge by President Donald Trump
andRepublicans to require ballots
bedeliveredtoelectionauthorities
bythedateoftheNovembergeneral
election.

In a 5-4 ruling authored by
Justice Amy Coney Barrett, a
Trump appointee, the court’s
majority found that “while federal
law dictates when ballotsmust be
cast, state law dictates when they
mustbe received.”

“Thedefiningelementofan‘elec-
tion’ — the term used in … federal
statutes—hasalwaysbeentheelec-

torate’schoiceofcandidate,”Barrett
wrote. She was joined by Chief
JusticeJohnRobertsandthecourt’s
three liberal justices in upholding
aMississippi law allowing ballots
cast by Election Day but arriving
fivedaysafterward tobecounted.

“By setting the day for the ‘elec-
tion,’ (federal) statutes set the day
when the electoratemustmake its
choice,” she wrote. “The elector-
ate’s choice is made when voting
is complete, not when ballots are
received.”

The ruling upholds Illinois law,
which allowsmail-in ballots post-
marked — or personally attested
to—byElectionDay tobecounted
up to twoweeks afterward. It also
appears to rendermoot a separate
federal court challenge to the Illi-
nois lawbroughtbyRepublicanU.S.
Rep.MikeBostofMurphysboro.

Bost’s suit was assisted by the
GOP-aligned legal organization
JudicialWatch. Its president,Tom
Fitton,calledthehighcourt’sruling
“astonishing” and said it “further
eviscerates theverynotionofElec-
tion Day and threatens to make
a mess for our nation’s already
stressed federal elections.”

Roughly 30 states count at least
some absentee ballots mailed by
Election Day but received after-
ward, the opinion noted. A ruling
to end the practice threatened to
upend state election laws heading
into the crucial midterm elections
onNov. 3.

The court’s decision is a blow to
Trump,whohaslongsoughttocurb
mail-inballoting in favorof in-per-
son voting on Election Day. He

High Court upholds states countingmail-in ballots after Election Day
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As a heat wave grips the Fox
Valley,Auroraofficialsareremind-
ing residents to take precautions
todealwiththedangerouslyhigh
temperatures blanketing the
region.

TheNationalWeatherService
issued an extreme heat warning
for the Chicago area this week,
with the advisory expected to
remain in place until midnight

Thursday, National Weather
Service Meteorologist Ricky
Castro saidTuesday.

In a Facebook post, Aurora
officials said there are cooling
centers in the city for thosewho
needthem.Formoreinformation,
go towww.aurora.il.us/Cooling-
Centers.

A list of available cooling
centers in Kane County is avail-
able on the Kane CountyHealth
Department’s website at https://

www.kanehealth.com/Pages/
Warming-Cooling-Centers.aspx.

Duringthehotweather,Aurora
officials inthecity’sFacebookpost
said residents should stay in an
air-conditionedindoorlocationas
muchaspossible; drinkplenty of
fluids;scheduleoutdooractivities
carefully;wear loose, lightweight
and light-colored clothing; wear
and reapply sunscreen as indi-
cated on the package; check on
friends andneighbors, especially

theelderlyanddisabled;andnever
leavechildrenorpetsunattended
incars.

The scorching weather is
having an impact in a number of
waysaround theAuroraarea.

The opening of Aurora’s
midweekFarmersMarket,which
was scheduled for Wednesday
atWest Plaza at 1999W. Galena
Blvd., has been pushed back a

With Fox Valley sizzling, Aurora
advises residents to take precautions

Children beat the heat by playing at the Festival Park splash pad Monday in downtown Elgin. The Fox Valley is in the midst of a heat wave,
with area officials reminding residents to take precautions to deal with the sizzling weather. GLORIA CASAS/THE COURIER-NEWS
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