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Following two recent fatal
crashes along the Randall Road
corridor, theBataviaPoliceDepart-
ment is analyzing crash data and
enforcement activity andmaking
recommendations aimed at
improving safety in the future.

These efforts come in thewake
of two recent fatal crashes, anews
release fromthecity said—oneon
Feb. 24 at Randall Road andMill

Street andanotheronMarch25at
Randall Road andMcKeeStreet.

In response, the police depart-
ment conducted an assessment
of crash data, enforcement activ-
ity, roadway conditions and other
factors for the busy corridor, the
city said.

“This analysiswasconducted to
betterunderstandwhat ishappen-
ing on Randall Road and howwe
can prevent future tragedies,”
Batavia Police Chief Eric Blow-

ers said in the news release. “Our
goal is tousedata toguideenforce-
ment, education and engineering
decisions that improve safety for
everyone.”

Thestudy,which lookedatcrash
data from2019toearly2026, found
that crashes occurring onRandall
Road—767 intotal—accountedfor
16%ofall crashescitywide,per the
news release. Injury rates on the
corridor were slightly lower than
the citywide average, however,

though there have been two fatal-
ities this year already.

The leading causes of crashes
that resulted in injuries were fail-
ing to yield the right-of-way, or
left-turn collisions, and failure to
reduce speed, or rear-end colli-
sions, thenews release said.Other
contributing factors included
disregarding traffic signals,
improper lane usage, following
other vehicles too closely and
distracteddriving.

The report also found that traf-
fic signal changes put in place in
2020 had little impact on crash
frequencyor severity, the city said,
and that crash trends on Randall
Road remain generally consistent
withhistorical averages.

This year so far, the police
department conducted 695 traf-
fic stops on or near Randall Road,
amounting to nearly one-third of

After fatal crashes,Bataviapoliceaimto improvesafety

Asa therapist atFamilyCoun-
selingService inAurora,Quin-
tin Ingramnotonly listens to
storiesof struggleandresilience
but tries toaccess resources for
clients as they facementalhealth
challenges.

Butwordsandreferences,he
realized, arenot alwaysenough.

Andso, the26-year-old
licensedsocialworker took
direct action:Hecameupwith

the idea tocreatea small, acces-
siblepantrywithin thenonprof-
it’s downtownoffice, allowing
thosewhouseFamilyCounsel-
ingService to leavea therapy
sessionnotonlywithemotional
supportbutwith tangible
resources.

Provingonceagain thatbig
accomplishmentsoftencome
fromlittle initiatives.

Thisprojectdid indeedstart
small—asinglegray toteplaced
in thedowntown lobbyofFamily
CounselingService,where staff
memberscoulddonate toys for
thekidsof families struggling
witheverydayhardships.

Theresponsewas soover-
whelming, Ingramtoldme, it

onlymadesense toexpand the
idea to include thebasicneeds
mostofus take forgranted, like
food, clothing,hygieneproducts
andsmall appliances.

As the responsecontinued
togrow,maintenance techni-
cianMarioVelazquezstepped
up tobuildadedicated room,
completewith shelvingand
clothing racks, that is easily
accessible toclients.

“Ifwehavemore thanwhat
wecanhandle, thegoal is to
take it toother foodpantries
…push it out to thecommu-
nity tohelpeverybody,”noted
JasonAndrade, vicepresidentof
FamilyCounselingService.

Thesuccessof the“Family

DonationCloset”—whichnow
includesa secondstorage room
—bothsurprisedanddelighted
Ingram,agraduateofEast
AuroraHighSchool,Waubonsee
CommunityCollegeandAurora
University,wherehereceived
hisbachelor’s andmaster’s
degrees in socialwork.

“Iwasecstatic,” Ingram
said, referringnotonly to the
outpouringofdonationsbut
to the“freedom”hereceived
fromFamilyCounselingService
management to turnan idea into
anoutreachreality.

When“wesee leader-
ship”and“hear ideas like that,

Young therapist creates
on-site food, clothing pantry

Quintin Ingram, a licensed social worker at Family Counseling Service in Aurora, started an onsite food and clothing closet for clients to help
them more easily get items to meet their basic needs. AURORA IN BLACK
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Morelightingandinfrastructure
renovations are coming to Indian
Prairie School District 204, as the
district’s facilitiesoverhaulcontin-
ues.

OnMonday, thedistrict’s school
boardapprovedalmost$1.4million
inLED lighting and infrastructure
replacements, as well as building
permits for flooring work at nine
district elementary schools.

District 204 is currently under-
going a multi-year facilities over-
haul, aftervoters in2024approved
a proposal from the district to sell
up to $420million in bonds to pay
for facility improvements.

Thebondsaretobepaidforusing
acontinuationofanexisting37-cent
property taxper$100of equalized
assessedvaluethatwouldotherwise
have expired at the end of 2026,
meaningthetaxrateforresidents in
termsof theircontributiontocapi-
tal projects will effectively remain
flat as a result of the referendum
question’spassage.

Since the referendum ques-
tion passed, the district has been
proceedingwithwork on projects
across district buildings that are
set to extend through 2032. The
renovations include school-spe-
cific work at Waubonsie Valley
High School, Neuqua ValleyHigh
School,MeteaValleyHighSchool,
the Birkett FreshmanCenter and
Gregory andHill middle schools,
alongwithdistrict-widesafetyand
security upgrades, LED lighting
installations and other infrastruc-
tureprojects.

On Monday, District 204’s
school board approved a contract
with Performance Services for
LED lighting replacements at 18
district elementary schools’ librar-
ies, per amemo from the district.
MeteaValleyHighSchoolwill also
be getting awater heater and pool
controls replaced as part of the
contract, andNeuqua ValleyHigh
Schoolwillbegettinganexhaustfan
andintakehoodfor itsboilerroom.

The contract with Perfor-
mance Services is set to come in at
$1,388,758,per thedistrictmemo.

Indian Prairie
D204 board
OKs nearly
$1.4million
in repairs

A train leaves the station at the 69th Street CTA Red Line on Feb. 12 in
Chicago. ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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SPRINGFIELD — The U.S.
Supreme Court on Monday
declined to hear a legal challenge
toanIllinois lawbarringconcealed
carrypermitholders fromcarrying
loaded guns on public transporta-
tion, leaving intact the state’s 2013
prohibition on firearms aboard
busesand trains.

In September, a three-judge 7th
U.S.CircuitCourtofAppealspanel
inChicagooverturneda2024ruling
fromU.S.DistrictJudgeIainJohn-
ston in Rockford, who found the
public transportation provision of
Illinois’concealedcarrylawuncon-
stitutional.

David Sigale, a lawyer for the
Illinois State Rifle Association
representing the plaintiffs, said in

a prepared statement that he and
his clients are “verydisappointed”
with the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion, “especially since law-abid-
ingpublic transportation riders in
Illinois are less safe as a result of
the law.”

“We know that groups like
the ISRA will continue to fight
this prohibition in the legisla-
tive and political arenas, as well
as the courts, so that Illinoisans’
SecondAmendment rightswill be
respected,”Sigale said.

The office of Illinois Attorney
GeneralKwameRaoul,adefendant
inthecase,couldnotbereachedfor
commentimmediately.Butanother
defendant, Cook County State’s
Attorney Eileen O’Neill Burke’s
office, applauded the high court’s
decisionnot to takeup thecase.

“Everyone deserves to feel safe

on public transit. Minimizing the
risk from dangerous weapons is
crucial to protectmembers of the
public who use this vital public
resource,” Burke’s office said in
a prepared statement. “We are
pleasedtheSupremeCourtagreed
with our arguments, which will
allow Illinois’ commonsense law
banning firearms on public trans-
portation to stand.”

Central toJohnston’s rulingwas
aconstitutional standardrequiring
gunlawstobe“historically”consis-
tent with laws on the books in the
18th century, when the Second
Amendment’s right to bear arms
wasratified.Thatstandardemerged
fromtheU.S.SupremeCourt’s land-
mark 2022 decision in New York
State Rifle & Pistol Association v.

High Court won’t challenge transit concealed carry ban
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