
CALENDAR  .................  A13
COMMUNITY  ...............  A2
HEALTH  ........................  A4
LEGAL NOTICES  .......  A11
LEISURE  ......................  A14
OBITUARIES  ................  A2
PRIEST RIVER  ...........  A8-9
RECORDS  ....................  A13
SPORTS  ..................  A10-12
TELEVISION  ...............  A12
WEATHER  ...................  A13

BRIEFLY

INDEX

By CHLOE COCHRAN
Staff Writer

CLARK FORK — The 
Office of Emergency 
Management has indi-
cated to Bonner County 
commissioners that they 
received verbal approval 
of a state disaster emer-
gency for Bonner County 
flooding near Clark Fork 
by Idaho Gov. Brad Little. 

In a special meeting 
Dec. 22, commission-
ers issued a delega-
tion letter of authority 
to the Idaho Office of 
Emergency Management, 
designating Director of 
Emergency Management 
Bob Howard as a point 
of contact, to commit 
funds on behalf of the 
county with the intentions 
of managing the flooding 
disaster.  

With the state’s assis-
tance of the disaster, 
Commissioner Brian 
Domke shared that finan-
cial assistance will be 
up to a 50/50 cost share 
with the county.  

Verbal approval 
for state disaster 
in Bonner County, 
Clark Fork floods
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By JACK FREEMAN
Staff Writer

SANDPOINT — The City 
Council voted 4-1 to take a 
step toward becoming the 
sixth city in Idaho to imple-
ment a C-PACE program.

As an economic devel-
opment tool, C-PACE 
allows private businesses 
to leverage private capital 
from PACE Equity for 
energy efficiency or green 
energy-based building 
improvements. 

Don Schulz, a represen-
tative for PACE Equity, 
said the program does 
not use public dollars, 

Sandpoint 
moving 
toward 
C-PACE

HR director shared public 
comment in Dec. 4 meeting

By CHLOE COCHRAN
Staff Writer

SANDPOINT — During 
Tuesday’s business meeting, a 
majority vote denied a Board of 

County Commissioners action 
item requesting the county’s 
human resources director to 
retract a public opinion he made 
during a Dec. 4 special meeting.  

The action item was put 
in front of the board by 
Commissioner Asia Williams, 
who said HR Director Jonathan 

Holmgren “publicly asserted that 
the County Fair Board had ‘been 
operating beyond the scope of its 
responsibility for some time and 
has veered into the lane of respon-
sibility that belongs to the BOCC. 
This has resulted in the Fair 
Board thinking that they employ 
the County Fairgrounds personnel 

and can direct their work.’”  
A memorandum submitted 

with the item further alleges that 
the statement — made in an open 
meeting and then published in the 
Daily Bee — cast a negative light 
on the volunteer fair members of 

Comment’s retraction denied

By CAROLINE LOBSINGER
Staff Writer

When Georgia firefigh-
ters rappelled down Chil d-
ren’s Healthcare of Atlan-
ta, they brought along San-
ta Claus, Super man and 
Spiderman for the ride.

After all, the young 
patients at the hospital 
couldn’t make it in to see 
Santa, and the Jolly Old Elf 

Community 
brings cheer 
to ‘Tots’ drive

Sandpoint Lions 
Toys for Tots
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Photo via SchweitzerFive trails were open at Schweitzer as of Tuesday. 

By KAYE THORNBRUGH
Staff Writer

Amid challenges such as warm temperatures 
and strong winds that caused power outages 
across the region, all three ski areas in North 
Idaho remain open. However, operations are lim-
ited in some cases.

Silver Mountain Resort has faced a rough start 
to the ski season, with five total days on skis so 
far and just three with chairlifts spinning. The 
last day of ski operations was Dec. 7.

“We’ve had some big rain events, heat waves 
and windstorms that have wreaked havoc on our 
snowpack,” Gus Colburn, Silver Mountain mar-
keting manager, said Tuesday. “Like many others 
in North Idaho, we lost power to the mountain 
for a few days and our lift mechanics dealt with 
electric issues stemming from the loss of power.” 

Silver Mountain reopened Tuesday for tub-
ing and scenic gondola rides and will stay open 
seven days a week through April, weather per-
mitting. Ski terrain will open as soon as there’s 
enough snow. 

“Right now, it is still too thin to ski on, but 
we are optimistically waiting for snow to return 
to the mountain so we can get the chairlifts 
spinning again,” Colburn said. “We can’t wait to 
welcome our Silver Mountain family back to the 
mountain and get on the slopes.” 

Though Schweitzer reported a similar slow 
start to the season, the resort village is in full 
swing with dining, lodging and programming 
through the holidays. 

Schweitzer opened top-to-bottom skiing off the 

Great Escape lift on Monday and, after receiv-
ing another inch of snow overnight, expanded 
on Tuesday with another route from the top. As 
of Tuesday afternoon, five trails were open and 
three lifts were spinning.

Snowmaking efforts continue on lower-eleva-
tion terrain as conditions permit, with a priority 
focus on Creekside Express and the beginner 
area. 

“It’s been a challenging start to the season, but 
we are feeling more optimistic now that tempera-
tures have lowered and we’ve seen a few inches 
of fresh snow over the last couple days,” Taylor 
Prather, marketing communications manager for 
Schweitzer, said Tuesday. 

For everyone’s safety, it’s essential to respect 
closures. 

“Patrol is working hard to keep areas roped 
off for safety, so our ‘duck a rope, lose your pass’ 
policy is emphasized purely due to hazardous 
conditions off-piste,” Prather said. 

At Lookout Pass, 22 trails are open, which 
equates to about 350 acres of sliding, and two lifts 
are operating.

Matt Sawyer, Lookout Pass marketing direc-
tor, said he has skied every day the trails have 
been open. Lookout Pass is now open seven days 
a week.

“I’m having fun and can’t wait for the next 
day’s flakes to fall,” he said.

There’s plenty of winter left, Sawyer said, 
and most people don’t visit the mountains before 
Christmas.

“So stay positive and make plans to get out on 
the slopes this winter,” he said.

North Idaho ski areas North Idaho ski areas 
open after slow startopen after slow start
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CONTACT OR COME SEE US AT 600 Schweitzer Plaza Dr Ponderay, ID • 208-263-2600

NEED  repair 
or REPLACEMENT? 

244096

autoglass

Don’t wait weeks for an appointment.

Get Same- Day Service  at

SilverLakeAutoRepair.com
Best Warranty in Town  at 48 months/ 48K miles

208.488.3257
74 ROY WAY SAGLE, ID
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VISIT US AT OUR NEW LOCATION
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Merry Christmas

31831 HWY 200 E,
SANDPOINT, IDAHO

208-265-2944
OPEN MON-FRI: 9am-5pm | SaT 9am-4pm
allseasonsgardenandfloral.com

Order YOUR Floral Delivery 
ONLINE ANYTIME!

THANK  YOUTHANK  YOU

Trees • Shrubs • Perennials
Thank you for 

voting us #1, we 
are so grateful to 

all of you!

SaleSale
25-50

%
 OFF

For Your Nice List!
We Deliver!

Fresh Flowers - Plants

24
24

76

Can’t Decide? 
Gift Certificates Fit Perfectly!


