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SANDPOINT — Today, 
on the birthday of Dr. 
Jonas Salk, the scientist 
who developed the first 
effective polio vaccine 
and deliberately chose 
not to patent it so it could 
be available to all, the 
Sandpoint Rotary Club 
invites the community to 
join in the global effort to 
finally eradicate polio from 
the planet.

Rotary International 
launched its fight against 
polio in 1987. Since then, 
worldwide cases have 
dropped by 99.9%. Today, 
in 2025, only 16 cases 
have been detected world-
wide. We are this close to 
wiping out one of human-
ity’s most devastating dis-
eases forever.

To mark this year’s 
World Polio Day, the 
Sandpoint Rotary Club 
is holding a “Match the 
Match” fundraising cam-
paign. The club will match 
the first $1,000 in local 
contributions, and then 
the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation will match 
every dollar twice more. 
That means your $10 gift 
becomes $60 toward end-
ing polio.

Each polio vaccine 
costs only 60 cents, so 
that same $10 donation 
will vaccinate 100 children 
— literally changing 100 
lives.

“Karen Applegate is 
leading our club’s End 
Polio Now campaign 
this year,” said Rotary 
Club President Chris 
Chambers. “Karen is an 
inspiration to our club. 

Join Sandpoint 
Rotary in fight 
to end polio 
— forever
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SANDPOINT — On the south 
side of Sandpoint High School, 
construction crews are raising 
the frame of what is destined to 
become the future of technical 

education in North Idaho. 
The Lake Pend Oreille School 

District’s new Career Technical 
Education Center will provide a 
customized and larger home for 
four existing programs at SHS 
— residential carpentry, sports 
medicine, computer network 

support and nursing assistance 
— with room to expand, accord-
ing to LPOSD’s Chief Financial 
and Operations Officer Brain 
Wallace. 

Alex Gray, CTE director at 
SHS, said the building will be 
revolutionary for the programs 

involved, which will now have 
permanent homes. He said 
that classes like the Health 
Professions class were being 
taught in a converted broom 
closet due to lack of space. 

New LPOSD facility brings technical education
By JACK FREEMAN
Staff Writer

SANDPOINT — Lake Pend Oreille Repertory 
Theatre’s production of “Arsenic & Old Lace” has 
its roots in a favor for fellow actors.

Dorothy Prophet had long wanted to do the play 
but there was a catch. She wanted to be in the 
play, not direct it. So, after LPO Rep’s Timothy 
Bangle directed the theater company’s take on 
“Murder on the Orient Express,” she went to the 
director with a proposal.

Would he consider adding the play to his list?
She told Bangle, who is known for putting a 

fresh take on classic productions as well as inno-
vative original shows, that he would bring “some 
life” to the classic dark comedy.

“I read it and thought it was quite funny and 
put it on my list of shows to do 
in the next few years,” Bangle 
said.

However, Prophet and Kate 
McAlister, who portray sisters 
Martha and Abby Brewster 
in LPO Rep’s take on the tale, 
recently hinted they weren’t 
getting any younger. Bangle 
got the point and pushed the 
play forward on his schedule.

“They hinted that they wanted to do it before 
they got too old, so I bumped it up,” Bangle said, 
clearly content with the decision to help fellow 
LPO Rep members check characters they’ve want-
ed to portray off their acting checklist.

“I’m glad I took it on,” Bangle said. “It’s been a 
fun show.”

Without giving too many spoilers, “Arsenic & 
Old Lace” tells the tale of two sisters who poison 
lonely old men in a belief they are saving them 
from a life of loneliness and suffering.

The play is loosely inspired by the story of con-
victed murderer Amy Archer-Gilligan who ran a 
boarding house for the elderly in the early 1900s. 
According to newspaper records from the time 
period, more than 60 people died at the Archer 
Home in Windsor, Conn., roughly six times as a 

similar facility in nearby Hartford, Conn.
Playwright Joseph Kesselring heard about the 

murders and subsequent trial and is known to 
have reviewed court documents surrounding the 
case.

While inspired by the case, the events that 
unfold in the play are pure imagination and 
Kesselring spins a dark comedy about a very dys-
functional family centered around Martha and 
Abby Brewster who take in lonely old men into 
their boarding house. The pair “put them out of 
their misery” by giving them elderberry wine laced 
with poison before burying them in their base-
ment.

“It’s very dark humor, but it’s hysterical,” 
Bangle said.

The play is filled with 
drama as well as dysfunc-
tional family dynamics with 
three brothers added to the 
mix. Throw in a healthy dose 
of comedy, albeit dark in 
nature, and a bit of romance.

“There’s no cussing, 
there’s no inappropriate con-
tent other than there’s a lot 

of talk of murder and death in the show, but it’s 
done in a very comedic way,” Bangle said.

Bangle said he wanted to put a different take on 
the play and is “shooting it,” so to speak, in black 
and white, with much of the costume and staging 
in shades of black, white and gray.

“There will be accents of color that we are build-
ing into the show, but they are very intentional 
and tell a story themselves,” Bangle said. “Like the 
characters that do come into the home, there are 
two characters that the old ladies try to murder in 
the show and their color is the visual representa-
tion of how the old ladies look at the world.”

Also shown in color is Teddy Brewster, who 
believes he’s Teddy Roosevelt.

A killer comedy
Illustration courtesy LAKE PEND OREILLE REPERTORY THEATRE

A collage of the actors taking part in the upcoming Lake Pend Oreille Repertory Theatre’s production of 
“Arsenic & Old Lace.” Opening night is tonight with additional showings on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 25-26; 
Friday, Oct. 31, and Nov. 1-2.

LPO Rep brings classic dark comedy to life

SANDPOINT — The 
city issued a warning 
to developers and appli-
cants working with the 
Planning Division of a 
phishing attempt imper-
sonating a city account.

In a Thursday press 
release, Sandpoint offi-
cials said that an email 
with fake invoice docu-
mentation and request 
for a $4,800 wire transfer 
payment was sent to a 
customer with a project 

City warns 
of scam 
targeting 
Planning 

Dept. 
customers
By JACK FREEMAN
Staff Writer

SANDPOINT — When 
Joshua Torrez’s daughter 
started attending ele-
mentary 
school, he 
was faced 
with a 
choice.  

Torrez 
could 
either 
see his 
daughter 
less, or 
pick up 
his whole 
life in Colorado with a 
job in the IT industry 
and move to Sandpoint. 
So, in 2017, Torrez said 
he packed his bags, hit 
the road and immediately 

Torrez 
seeking 

election to 
Sandpoint 
Council

By JACK FREEMAN
Staff Writer

To donate to the 
Sandpoint Rotary 
Club’s effort to 
eradicate polio forever, 
scan the QR code.

Torrez

“It’s very dark humor, 
but it’s hysterical.”

— TIMOTHY BANGLE
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CONTACT OR COME SEE US AT 600 Schweitzer Plaza Dr Ponderay, ID • 208-263-2600

NEED  repair 
or REPLACEMENT? 
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Very unique parcel set up with a deep drilled well, solarium, large garden and fruit trees so a family could be self-
sufficient if everything is utilized. Rare 20-acre proper ty offering unmatched privacy and access to endless recreation. 

Gardens & Orchards: Expansive deer-fenced garden with over 50 raised beds Wide variety of fruit & nut trees, and a 
1-acre orchard. 2-bedroom, 2-bath home with walk-in closets, spacious kitchen/dining, central A/C, and fenced dog 

yard 25’ x 30’ garage with concrete floor & wrap-around shelving 25’ x 30’ insulated shop 16’ x 24’ greenhouse & 20’ x 
40’ solarium filled with fruit trees Chicken house with 8’ fencing Year round stream with ponds. 

MLS #20252496 $875,000

Matt Linscott .......................(208) 290-5381
Mark Linscott ......................(208) 290-5558
Lana Kay Hanson, Broker ...(208) 290-5501

105 Pine St. • Suite 103 • Sandpoint, ID 83864
www.LanaKayRealty.com

208-263-9546 • 800-726-9546


