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Northwest Iowa legislators say property
tax reform, eminent domain, public school 2: Sen. Jeff
funding and crime are some of their top policy Taylor, R-Sioux
concerns for the 2026 session which kicks off Center--..
Monday in Des Moines. e

Property tax reform and the use of emi-
nent domain for carbon-capture pipelines
were both major focuses in 2025 as well but
neither became law. The former stalled out
well before it ever reached Iowa Gov. Kim
Reynolds’ desk and a bill focused on the lat-
ter was vetoed by the Republican governor,
who opted not to run for reelection this year.

Legislators are cognizant of the fact that
overhauling property taxes will require a
balancing act between the needs of citizens
and the needs of local governments, which 5 T .-
rely on property taxes to fund public services e
and programs. House Speaker Pat Grassley,
R-New Hartford, has said previously he
wants to see a “very bold” plan. One idea
Reynolds has pitched is a property tax freeze
for seniors. House Democrats have pitched a
freeze for seniors as well, in addition to a 4%
property tax cap and rebates for homeowners
and renters.

And though legislators from certain parts
of the state have been quieter about the issue
of using eminent domain for a carbon-cap-
ture pipeline the Northwest Iowa delegation,
which includes Republicans and Democrats,
is staunchly against the idea. The proposed
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lIowa first state to get
go-ahead for greater
say over federal funds

MAYA MARCHEL HOFF
Lee-Gazette Des Moines Bureau

DENISON, Iowa — Iowa is the first
statein the country toreceive the green
light for a federal waiver approval that
will allow the state to circumvent some
reporting and compliance require-
ments and have more discretion over
the spending of federal
education funds.

This comes months
after Iowa Gov. Kim
Reynolds submitted
a proposal to the U.S.
Department of Edu-
cation in March — one
opposed by multiple
education groups —
seeking approval for
Iowa’s “Unified Allo-
cation Plan,” which
she says puts student §
achievement over fed- '
eral compliance.

Under the plan, ITowa
willreceive federal edu- .
cation funding through
block grants or fixed McMahon
amounts of money from the federal
government that can be used for abroad
range of purposes, rather than through
numerous department grants.

The approval was announced during
a press conference after Reynolds and
U.S. Education Secretary Linda McMa-
hon toured Broadway Elementary

Please see IOWA, Page A3
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DES MOINES — The Iowa Court of
Appeals Wednesday upheld the 2024
murder conviction of a Sioux City man
found guilty of shooting
his girlfriend.

Austyn Self had
argued on appeal there
was insufficient evi-
dence he acted with
malice, that there was
prosecutor misconduct
and new evidence dis-
covered after the ver-
dict required a new trial.

The three-judge panel affirmed
the conviction without hearing oral
arguments.

Self
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Enterprises graphic Mars Odebolt Lake ments of first- degree murder, we affirm
the district court’s finding of guilt.
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